. that has hee by it,

' “has heen passed by it, or from a
the pld Parllament of Canada, he cited study of the tes of the Dominion
b, one in 1857. another in 1869, one in 1861 of nada or of any other country.
86 and one in 1866. In tl;a Ontl.riﬁ staitutles (Liberal cheers.) | | |
they had instances of retroactive legis- ' NP |
lation, in 1568-9 repealing 31 Viec., chap. Mr. Whitney’s Bill. _ *
3, sec. 3; in 1869 33 Vie., chap. 21 (0), “But if my hon. friend, the leader of !
sec, 4, regarding insurance for the bene- the Opposition, will not accept the de- |
fit of wives and children; 1870-1, 24 cision on the authorities or on the pre_*

Vic., chap 13—an act to make valid cer- cedents I have quoted, perhaps he will

tain commissions for taking aflidavits accept his own cou as a precedent
by the Court of Queen’'s Bench; In 1874 in regard to some legislation which he’
an act respecting the operations of sgaf- introduced into this House, (Applause.)
utes of Ontario—38 Vic., chap. 4; 187)— I have a bill which was introduced int:,g
an act .abolishing distinction between the eighth Legislature of this Province
residents and non-residents as regards in 1885, duly entitled “an act mspeet-
‘limitations of actions; 1881, an act for ing certain county dralnage work,” first

protecting the public interest in rivers. reading March 18, 1885, counter-
streams and creeks. Mr. Ross expiain- | ‘Mr. Whitney.”” (Liberal clige:lag.;wd

‘ed that some reference was made in this | One clause of that bill de
' : clar
act to suits pending, the Judge being notwithstanding anything cont:?nettli]?rtl

empowered to order the costs of the the act of 1884
'suit to be pald by certain partles. Col. 84 in case any by-law that

. has been passed under that act and
Mathesc ¢ n- | ~ | :
:;?ggimgushaii e;ltm :Pzat'lttaf“da:gt at. | which has been acted upon in whole or

‘Ross ralsed a laugh by pointing ont in part and dees not provide suflicient

| . 1 funds to complete the work, the Coun-
‘that the hon. member evidently thought cil may frem time to time issue fur-

costs were vested rights. Another re- ,
‘troactive act in regard to Insurance | ther debentures under the by-law to

was passed in 1881, and another in 1883 ﬁa'nl'-‘ “?“t,lf'}"':‘ Oﬂﬂinﬂ: lnftentilo-n of the
to render valid certaln marriages con- B it purport of this act was
to enable the Council to dispense with
ducted by ministers not designated In ‘h cssity of obtai
the revised statutes. Another in 1884 re- Brp Pkt 31'. OL oA ning the consent
lated to attempts to corrupt members of the _peu»plt, to the adfiltl(ma.l charges,
'of the Leglslative Assembly “whether ' This was a small specimen of retroac-
' euch attempts were made hefore or 'tive legislation, indicative of what his
| sabsequently to the passing of this act.” hon. friend thought on the subject at
Section 48, to remove doubt, it is here- that time. (Cheers.) He had ancther
by declared that it has been and is the bill u{ the hﬁn'-.. gentleman relating to
policy of the election law and the inten- the Storment Electrie, Light & Power
tion and meaning of the several stat- C(}mt_‘sa_.n}', which was retrcactive in its
utes in that behalf, that no election previsions. Anyone knew that therg
was or is void for any irregularity on is inctance after instance of similar le<
the part of the returning officer. Ano- elglation, retreactive in it nature, in
ther in 1885, relating to the controvert- connscton with the municipalities.
ed election act, dealt with every case They had shown over and
“which has heretofore arisen, or igs now over amain  that the constables
pending, or which shall hereafter have voted for 50 years, and he asked
arise, as if the words and provisions the hon. gentleman oppesite if he had
hereinbefore in the next preceding sec- the power to rid 'hnms_self of that strong
tion set forth were in the said act at party spirit upon which he prides him-
the time of the passing thereof, and ef- self, and to rise to the situation and
fect, as aforesaid, is to be given there- say that he will be no party to leglsla-
tu, notwithstanding any order, judg- tion for depriving the constables who
ment or decision heretofore made or have voted for b0 years of any right
pronounced in the case by the Court of which they have exercised, and which
Appeal or trial Judge.” Sections 17 (3), has been the recognized law of this
iitia\.%d 19 of.the same act are retro- }and. WMI} the hon. gentleman pum;.:-i
‘ a manly c¢ ' |
“I think,” sald Mr. Ross, “lI have t':fed to crimmtl{lﬂee'ﬂgznkfe%h: ti;gusz!
prought hon. gentlemen down close upon any such technicality ? He ap- |
enough to the present time to show be- pealed to thermh to deal with the electors
yond dispute that the policy of Parlia- of this country as they would wish the
ment, of the British Hourfe of Com- electors to deal with them. Every Lln&‘
mons, of the Canadlan Housge of Com- in the bill declares that the Govern-
mons and in this Legislative Assembly, ment want to go to the courts, that
has been to deal in a sovereign part they are not evading the courts 'Ths-)r‘
with such questions as naturally and said that the candidate has no r"ight 0
properly come before them, and to deal the seat gained by striking off the
with them in the public Interest with a votes of constables who have been vot-
view to rémove any injustice, incon- ing legally for 50 years, and they aid |
\'Pll]@nce or WI‘Ol’lg to ﬂ.l‘ly (‘lm Of herl not propose to a]!oxv aﬁ Bu,ch Oandl-
Nltlajest?r's subjects. If it Is to be held date to take a seat, If hfm. gentlemen |
that we have no power, that we are had such confidence in the people they
curtailed and limited and restricted as would go to the people ’l‘ﬂe Govern-
to our rights In dealing with the rights ment are willin It)g - t the i d to
of the constituents who send us here accept their v s.dl tgﬁ HO .- ?ln 1
then let us know that our powers are Op-posite we 1"m‘d'ﬂ ; g g emlell
limited:; let us know that & mandaste re endeavoring to snirk the

popular vote and attain success Dby
means of a technicality, (Cheers.)

The Attack on Mr. Garrow.

nas gone forth from some quarter t |
from this time forth Parllan?ent s ahg::
of its important power, and thit so far
as }helr rights are concerned we are ' '

powerless to help them. 1 do not so Mr. Roas then reten'éd to Mr. Vit

‘understand the rules of this House, nor tf{ey'a attack upon the member for West
do I so understand it to be my duty, nor uron, which was not a very gracious
have I learned it from the cases in this . attack, and was not, abcording to par-




