Therefore I say it may be a broader
question; but when it is urged in the

ress dally that it will be a turning
tables 1, :}e- golnt l?: eight cases I tlat.kle iutue wltll;
cluding 30;':; the reason that they had the statement and lsas;) l' os lnotom;im {
cause een disqualified. (Liberal ap- you take it.as appiicab'e Hn7y .
never been disqua ' cases where the majority is so small as
»lause.) | to be cut away by these constables
The Commeon Law of England. ' votes, who have voted for the majorily v

g

candidate, if their votes are disalloweq, |
so far as I am advised it Ji&.onﬁliﬁ atf-.
on Elections,” page 1, they would find iggpl?gee):gofniulf c;:“r{h and West‘
chis principle jaid down :—"Dalton Say= Huron—I cannot say as to Nipissing or
that by the common law all free men of uskoka—but it cannot  affect East
England had a "”i‘ﬁh“‘l" tt;'lf_, f;ﬁflttﬂ'; mﬁog. as theré were only 83 con-
“fhet:’:‘qfh e];,n ig::-?it.“ The two qualifica- stables all told sworn in thel]'e. ':l'ncog:
- ere to be free men and to be resi- South Norfolk there were only . |
tions were 10 y v stables. Nor can it affect West York,

- ‘as the common law of _ |
%Pnngtliamd'l:‘};i;t\:vas the law upon which where the constableg were far fewer,

4 he
Mr. Hardy then drew attentlnf to t
common law of England. In “Rogers

ere Conser-
: heir election and fran- and where some of them w
“}ﬁixbulgirs ” tAflldr unless, therefore, vatives. It is a vote that no one can
{t?he-‘tfé wa.a“ come act passed eince tell; we have ne lnfomatlon before
then. unless there was some law which ug in this House. There llln not Tt?l:
tnnk'an entirely different course, which of obtaining that mform.at on a ot |
erbodied an entirely different - prin- session, so we cannot tell; we areTanri |
ciple, which limited the right (ivr li(rln- gigpinfhé?efg;g dar:a-((}hr;%r:e.) tl'fan |
- | ¢ oved— - ‘
ited the phraseology there employ i 48 - A b - - a

he did not say that under that act they
conld vote in Ontario, because they had
a law of their own—but from all tim'&..l
they could say from the time of thfszl
firet election of the members of Par-

will directly affeet, provided that it is
ever held that constables have not the
right to vote,

Mr. Foy—How many . were there in

. away back in the dawn ‘of West York ? | :
]I-!’zrquallr%entur;' history, in the early Hon. Mr. Hardy—There was a ma-
davs of English civilization and Eng- | jority of 39 in West York, as I under-

i«h freedom, they found that two stand it, and there were only 35 con-
};;aliﬁcations only were necessary: toi' sables, six of them Conservatives, as I
he a free man and to be a resident of | understand. (Cheers.) .

the borough or the county. That gave English Decislons.

him a strong starting point, so that ‘
One word now as to the decisions un-

there was in this country, st_arling
with its later law and later civiliza- der the English law and under our own.

tion and later occupation and later
election laws, there was what might
he called a natural right on the part
of every man, from whom the fran-
chise is not withdrawn, if he had the
other qualifications, there was a natural

The general words used under section
€ of the act, “any other person whatso-
ever,” are the same as those used in the
English act., Under the English act it
has been decided that borough con-!
stables employed at an election who are

right on his part to be a voter of the paid by the borough are not d=lsquali-f
land. and therefore, as his hon. friend  lied, (Cook’s and others’ cases K. and
from West HHuron argued the other day, 0.). The votes of the city officers of
there need be no disfranchisement by the place who attended at the proclam- |
mere implication in a matter of that ation, and were paild by one of the can- |
kind. (Liberal applause,) didates, were held to be good because

they were present eerving the public
generally, and not the candidate who
paid them specifically. (Barnes case.)
S0 as to the election of Hastings,

The Constituencies Affected.
Now while T am on that point per-

e — ——————. e ——

haps you will pardon me for a moment where the parties were employed by the ! '
if T deal with that which has been returning officers but pa.lg b;'r thgycan- |
dealt with perhaps before. We have aidates. On both sides the vote was

cseen it in the newspapers constantly
repeated that it affects eight counties.
Now no one can sayv what opinfon the
court may ultimately hold as to the
effect of that vote, supposing it is found
that the constables have not the right
to vote. No one can say what the
arguments may bring forth, as to what
extent or how any election is affected by
these bad votes., No one can tell until
the last word has been said and the
last argument opresented whether it
will aftect those who have a majority
greater than the number of constables

held to be good. (Page's case.) In a
similar case where the voter received
~money from the candidate his vote was
held to be bad; he was the Town Clerk.
(Seeker's case.) In the Finsbury case
Mr. Justice Cave held that the bill-
postér employed and paid by one of the
candidates only d4id work for both
parties, and was not d!squalified. Mr.
~Justice Williams, in the same case, con-‘
curred, and added that where such!
disqualifying words as “agent, can-
vasser, clerk, messenger or other like

~employment” are used the incipal
employed and voting, or whether it will € Justu g
be wider in its operation. My own view : e PRk, ARS the ot

' did not theref -post

is that it is simply a case of striking 14 O, M. anrt.ie I?Il:‘; a'lI)"'l?l:z (E:.Bl)l:; of nfgl.i.
off votes, and that in that respect it Weight and authority than that of a:
would be simply a case for a scrutiny. clection committee, but our courts
I am not prepared to say that the have frequently foflowed the decision
court will hold that view any more of election committees where their d
than my hon. friend is prepared to say ' ey o
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cislon
what opinion the court will hold upon courtg_m not been overruled b’-‘f the
the question of the constable vote,

(Applause,)




