a broad, national peint
an Ontario point of
a party voint of view 7
ment cheers.) Was the party-
e Qovernment s'de of the
only 7 He did not think he was
doing hen. gentlemen an injustioce In
saying that the bitter things which
have been uttered by them have been.
targely because they feel that the po-
s'tion In which they are going to be |
vlaced will not favor them so much
from a party point of view. (Cheers.)
He denied that the Government had
baoked down on the question; they
oocupied the same position now as they
did when the House was called; there
had never been but one bill drawn,
and that is the bill which will be pre-
sented as soon as the debate closes.
In the memorandum which was distrib-
uted before the House met the clause
appeared: *“It appears, therefore, to

tion in su¢h a way as to it may seam
reagonable and just.” The Govern-
ment had offered to bring down the
bill a few days ago in order that hon.
gentlemen might see how it was fram-
ed. (Cheers.) The policy of the Gov-
ernment would, he was satisfied, com-
mend itself to the good sense of the
House, and he had not seen a single
Liberal that had offered the rlightest
objection tc the bill or the policy em-
braced in it. The party, he declared, is
a unit upon the propriety of some leg- |
tshation upon this Guestion. His hon,
friend from East Hamilton had lec-
tured them, and spoken of hon. mem-
bers on the Government side as grov-
elling. cringng and begging for cer-
tain things from the Government He
had never during the time he had occu-
pied a scat in the House known of
any ‘hon. member eringing before the
Govermmrent; It wase not the charaoter
of Liberals to do so—(cheers)—and it
was not the policy of the Liberal party
to require it, They had heard a great
dsal this session about the resuit of
the last election and he ocon-
gratulated  the leader of ‘the
Qpposition upon the increase
in the number of his supporters,
but he pointed out that his majority-

was not growing, as they were now
where thcg were twenty-flve years ago,
and he gave them as an arithmetical
problem to work out, if they had made
no pro-ress din that period, how long
would it take them to obtain control of
a majority ? (Cheersr) Hon. wmentle-
men had w~m\mrtmaumer? vm;d t‘ﬁe"
icies a8 there a
el g : they had appealed ]
above ground and be- !

The Liberal Plurality.

inuing, Mr. Ross gald that Con-
-ug}::zvean:ere not sent to the Legis-
ture by & majority of the eélectors of
ormont ; it was rather the result of
triangular fight. Glengarry, Centre
meoe, South Grey, ‘Prince Edward
ounty, North Wentworth and others

did not send Conservatives there be-
cause of Conservative majorities, but
because of local jealousies and differ-
ences. There they had B8ix seals, or
twelve on a division. The majorities
of the whole Province were 30,000, or an
average of 326 to each member of the
House. The Liberal plurality was 7,000,
That plurality, if based on the average
of 326 to each member, would give an
actual majority of 21 members. (Liberal
applause.) They ought to have had
that majority. That was not their
strength now, but it might be before the
Parliament closed. Mr. Whitney had
eaid the lumbermen were against him.
‘Was that the cage In Niplssing, Mus-

koka, East Slmcoe, North Ontario,North
Renfrew and West Hagtings 7 Mr. Ross
d!d not believe that the lumbermen were
arrayed on either side. 'l‘hggnh:r. Whit-
ney had charged that the wa Gov-
ernment had throttled the liquor vote
in the interests of the Liberal marty
in the Province of Ontario. How about
Mr. Corby, the distiller of Central On-
tarto 7 Was he not Chairman of a Con-
servative committee to look after sev-
eral constituencies, and a most active
worker and canvasser, and gave his
personal attention for days and weeks
of the campalgn In order to promote

| the success of the candidate of the hon.

gentlemen opposite 7 And how about
Mr. Seagram, the prominent distiller of
Waterloo ?

Mr. Kribs—He did not need to step into

South Waterloo.

- Mr. Ross—He did not need to; no,
my hon, friend was there. (Laughter.)

Continulng, Mr. Ross said that the Con-

servatives attempted to show that the

whele llquor Interests were used to pro-

mote the return of the Liberal party,

and then, per contra, the statement was
' made that the same party had got the

temperance vote—the machine temper-
- ance vote, it had been called.

Mr. Whitney explained that the Lib-
erals had had the suwport of that por-
Itwn of the temperance party which
- was the machine vote,

What did he mean' by that? Mr..Roas
inquirgd. Who was to know upon whom
Mr. Whitney reflected? Where was the
r»Mmachine temperance vote ? What was
the evidence that there was a ma-
chine? DId they mean the Templars,
the Sons of Temperance, the W. C. T.

U. or any other of th ' -
perance bodies ? N -

Mr. Whitney-—None of them.
Mr. Ross asked if hig hon. friend had

any reason to apply the term t i
gnrtl'an of the temperance body gt at'?a)e
tn’rfz:n;'nuhlnce. He had no need to descend
= € use of such strong adjectives to

.rtlfy his position. There was no tem-
It)lﬁ rance machine under the control of

e Government or under any other
control—(apvlause)—and when Mr
L ?_Vhltne;vj alleged such he scandalized é

very usaful section of the community—
men who had the right to vote for or
agzalnst the Government, just as they
pleased. (Applause.)

His hon. friend objected to a meeting
at Ot_ta.wa. at which Sir Wilfrid Laur-
ler, Sir Richard Cartwright and others
were oresent with Mr., Hardy., Mr.
Ross reminded him of a meeting of the
Qonse'rvatlve Association at Toronto, at
which Sir Charles Tupper was elected
President ahd Mr. Whitney First Vice-




