vanies, ete, - Everything could not be
rurchased by tender, but all that
might reasomably be purchased in that
way was. The Opposition had not
made out a cage 'In ‘their arguments
upoen the questicn of reasonable time
g0 far as the return of the absent Min.
isters is cancerned, When the GGovern.
ment spoke they found fault; when

the Government remainced silent th#y:
found more fault: when the CGovern- |

ment was ecomplete thev wished to

turm it out: when two membhers were |
missing they wanted it to resign. He
wds afraid they could.not satisfy the |

hon. gentlemen. He denied that Sir

William R. Meredith had anything to .
do .with the Inception of the Goevern- |
ment’'s mining poliey. Mr. Hoyvles

(North Ontarlo) denied this, and said
Mr, Meredith had outllned his policy

in London in 1889, Mr. Conmee s=ald !
he might have, but he did not ouvtline

it in the House., He acrknowledged that

Mr, Meredith supported the Govern- |
ment's mining policy in 1882, On that |

occtasion Mr. Conmee was the only
man who opwosed that policy, Mr.

Meredith supported it; he alwvave sup- |
perted the Government when it was |

wrong, (Laughter.) Mr. Conmee twit-

ted the Opposition with denouncing |

imaginary evils in Ontario when they

supported on the platform and by their .
- votes the Government which had *er- ;
petrated the MoGreevy and Curran |

bridee scandals. He quoted a® an au-
thority on Conservative wrong-dolng
Mr. Carseallen, “that luminary who
came from the top W the Hamliliton
mountain.” Mr. Carscallen once gaid:
“Wita the Dominion Government it
was a constant grab for every fent of

money that hands could be laid omn, |
from every source, to be put into the |
treasury and fished out by contractors |
who contributed to the election ‘fund.” |

(Government ayplause.)

Mr. Werdell (North Wentworth) fol.
lowed on the Cunservative side, deal-
ing with retroactive legislation, and
guggesting that the Premier might pass
a bill making himself permanent leader
of the Government and making his
Cabinet 2 ermanent cne, He might,
while at it, pass an act declaring that
the two absent Ministers were duly
elected. Mr. Wardell charged that Mr.
Conmee had once turned Consgerva-
tive, that he had been dorring the
Government for a Cabinet W ce and
threatening to vote against the Gov-
ernment If he did not get It

Mr. Hardv-——Never!

Mr, Conmee—]I never asked this Gov-

'emnmment nor any other Covernment
for a Calbinet pesition. (Government

applause,)

Mr. Wardell sald that the contrary

had been reported, and went on to
aocuse Mr. Conmee of being unduly iIn.
terested in mining locations; of intro-
ducing legislation presumably In the
interests of Port Arthur, but really
in favor of himeelf alone,
. Mpr. Conmee~I must again direct the
attention of the hon. gentileman to the
fact that I have not owned, never did
own and do not now own & mining
docation in the Province of Ontario,

Mr. Hardy said that Mr. Ward:ll

would either have to take the responsi-

bility for his arguments or abandon

that kind of aryument. Mr. Hardy
sald Mr. Ward2zll had better withdraw
‘his statement, '
| Mr. Wardell sald he was repeating
what had been currently reported, and
Mr, Conmee sald that if a membe: was
permitted to make hearsay charges he
oould slander any member of the
House,

Mr. Wardell--I am sgorry, sir, I have
etirred up—— v |

Mr, Conmee—No, you have not stir-
red up anything. You =hould not take
newspavper skits seriously. (Laughter.)

Hon, Mr. Ross’ Reply.

Hon, Geo. W. Ross was greeted |
with Government cheers when he rose
to reply. He polnted out that it would
be tmpos-ible for the Government to
call Parliament &t any tdme that it
would not be inconvenlent for some
members of the Housge, DBut if it was
inconvenient for hon. members of the
House, it des not seem to be incon-
venient for hon., gentlemen opposite to |
pemsist In continuing the session and
remain'ng wi'm them o long a time,
(Government cheers.) It had been Faild
that the Heuse had not met for public
business at all; that it was purely a
peasion for parly pumposes, He thought
there was husiness of vast public con-
cern before this Parliament: In fact,
hon. gentlemen seemed to greatly con-
corn themselves about the business
they are offercd, that there will be tco
much business to sult them. He
thought it an imortant =egsion. What
fa t'e business? he asked. Was It not
to protect the franchise, the sacred
trust committed to the lLegislature by
the people of the country? (Conld there
be any more important matter for the
Housge to have under consideration ?
The grrat:st ba tleg in the British
House of Commons had been those
waged for the extension of the fran-
ohisge rights of the people, and perhaps
one of the most splendid contests with.
in hiz memory in the Housge of Com-
mons—Iin ecnnection with the franchire
bill of 1835, which was happily repeailed
last vear—(cheems)—and the only time
when the House had sat fon about
twenty-four hours, was when a mat-
ter affecting the franchise of the peo-
ple was under discussion. Over 300.000
veople on the first of March last de-
clmred their wills in the ballot box.
(Government cheers,) The crowning
act. the kingMest act of freedom, iIs
the freeman’s vote, Three hundred
thousand of them performed the kingly
act. and by 7,000 they had expres=ed
thelr confidence {n the CGovern- |
ment, and they were there to see that
the will of the people is carried out,
and he thought hon. gentlemen opposite
would agree that Parfament had been
convened for one of the most import-
ant duttes committed to it. Then they
had to deal with that most imporiant
industry. the fisheries, amounting to
about $2.000000 In value, and employ-
ing two thousand men. Surely these
were matters of sufficlent tmportance
to engage the attention for a few weeks
at least of the lLegislature. (Cheers.)
But hon. gentlemoen salid that the ses-
sion. so far as the constahlas’ vote s
osncerred, s a party sesgion,. He ask.
ed what hon. gentlemen are dGiscis-
ping In this debate. are they dlscus-




