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Fu “m the measure will take
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W*Lfﬂu consent of the House the dll-:I

v i*tee of the whole House. .
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THE LICENSE BILL. @

The House then went into committee

nnon the bill to amend the license laws.

" The Provincial Treasurer polnted out
that the bill exempted county towns ot
less than 2,600 population from the op-
eration of section one, which limits the
number of licenses, and a clause was
added providing that in such cases
there should be one for each full 250
for the first 1,000 of the population and
one for each full 400 over 1,000 of the
population.

The clause of section three, which
gives to the municipal Counells power
to. further limit the number of licenses
ana prescribes an earller hour for
closing than that fixed by the present
act, was productive of considerable |
discussion.

Mr. German contended that the pro-

to place back in the hands of the |

. munleipalities the power respecting the |

hours of closing was a returning to
one of the worst features of the old |
license law. Just as soon as this bill
becomes law, if 4t should be passed. |
there will be an agitation begun in |
every municipality in the Province be- |
tween the prohibitionists and those
who are not prohibitionists

seeking

either the curtailment or lengthening

of the hours of sale.
ty for the hours of closing all over the
Province should rest in the hands of
the Government, and of the Govern-
ment solely. He moved to amend the
clause by striking out that portion
which gave the -municipal Councils
power to regulate the hoursh.of closing.

Mr.
oposition of the hon. gentleman on

condition that the Government would
take the responsibility for shortening

the hours.
A RETROGRADE STEP.

r. Havcock characterized placing In
thf ha.ndg of the municipalities the
power of regulating or interfering in
any way with the regulating of hours
or granting of licenses as a retrograde
step. He quoted a resolution of the
Methodist Conference, passed in 1882,
which emphatically deprecated any
legislation which would place the con-
trol of the licenses in the hands of the
municipalities, where the ward politi-
sians and heelers would be able to make
their influence felt. He hoped the Pro-
vincial Treasurer would allow the
clause (o be struck out, and urged the
advisability of having uniformity in
the hours throughout the Province.
The following resclution, passed at a
meeting of the Council of Owen Sound

and signed by T. J. Thompson, Mayor,
and Thos, Gordon, Town Clerk, was

read by Mr. Cleland :(—"That in view
of proposed changes in the liquor li-
cense law this Council is of opinion
that the license law as it now stands is
a geod one, and that any attempt to
impose further restrictions would be
most unjust and harassing to our fel-
low-citizens who are engaged in the
hotel business, and to the public in
general, as the late trains do not ar-
rive here until 10.30 o'clock in the even-
ing, and the public would suffer great
inconvenience if the hour for closing
be changed to 10 o'clock: and that a
copy of this resolution be signed by
the Mayvor and Clerk and forwarded to
our representative in the Local Legis-
lature for presentation to that body.”
Mr. Cleland added that from his ex-
perience of municipal Councils he did
not think it would be in the interests
of the people generally to put the pow-
er of fixing the hours of closing in the
~hands of the Councils.

5 HE WANTED TO KNOW,

r. Marter thought the Government
ould let the House know what they
It appeared
to him that if the clause giving muni-
- ¢ipalities power to regulate the hours
of closing were eliminated, that portion

3

ally he thought the Gove ent ghould
take the responsibility of regulting
the hours, upon the principle that there
should not be divided respo ility.
He admitted, however, that it is a 4ifMm-
cult question.

Mr. McLean would be very
gee the clause eliminated un
is something better put In %
He suggested that the mattend
gubmitted to a vote of the oty
a Similar manner to the moneys
laws. :

Mr. Crawford saw diffieu
way of carrying out the

The responsibill-

Meacham would agree with the

giving them power to fix the number
of licenses should also go out. Person- |

Jof some length argued that the judf
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| something to be said upon both sid

1pa!ities the fixing of the hours. HE ;

i

the sub-section. It appeare
that if it passed there was a pos
of having the municipal elections
on temperance lines, which would
be in the interests of the municipal
anﬁ lil{f{lﬁ: (;? work mischief,
P, «dleton hoped the prov
Would remain in thep bill. o
Mr. Gib-on of Huron, who annou
himself as a total abstainer fo
years, regarded the clause as a r¢
grade step. The Councils throug
the country did not want to have
liandling of the question. Local off o
presented many difficulties arif
from local boundaries, and it was ¢ ',fif-"’b-

possible that a hotellkkeeper

31‘12 sidti: ] of a road could e :
J€Nn  while his neighbor a.Ce
the iocad wouvld have to cl 'ﬁ‘f{

%If% {]!:l not hesitate to say that
Su-cailed temperance people are
intemperate, and of the people
voted in favor of the plebiscite p2
ably one-half of them would tak
Blass if they had an opportunity.
did not believe in legislation by e

:“;2 either for temperance or anythy
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A DIFFICULT PROBLEM.

The Attorney-General pointed ! :'. ‘
that this is a question upon which thHg"
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ar¢  many different opinions.
suggestied that instead of '-#*
amendment offered by  his DR :

friend (Mr. German) being submith &
to the House, it would be better to

the sense of the House upon the cle
of the bill as it stood. 1f the claft®
did not stand then the existing $ 0
would remain undisturbed and the j
pose sought would be attained. He W
aware that many Councils objectedd &
having this duty thrust upon them, 2§
claimed that the Government
shirking its dutly in throwing it ug
their shoulders. He did not agree w
that proposition entirely, but there

It had been thought that perhaps
would be best to leave to the murif
gentlemen opposite were opposed r
throwing the power back into the harl
of the municipalities. There is forc
both objections. ¥ven the tempera
people are divided upon the point.
Mr. Miscampbell declared that
clause, if passed, would throw t§
liquor question into all municipal eldf |
tions, and would revive the bitter cofg
tests we have witnessed in the pag§
While he was himself a temperang

'man, he thought that the regulatiog:

of the traffic should be such as to i
duce the best possible class of men |
engage in it, and not to so restrict t§
number of licenses as to cause an if
crease in the number of whiskey divg

Mr. Howland in the cours2 of a speed

ment of the Privy Council had be@
wrongly interpreted and that po ‘5
was really given to the Province to pr§
hibit. He quoted a head-note in M
Wheeler's book in support of this cof
tention, and charged thst there hg@ .
been some concealment by which t§
temperance people had been led to bf
lieve that no such power had be
given,

Mr. Hardy replied that Mr. Howlag "
was entirely mistaken, and the pow§
was not given. The Judicial Committg
had been asked plainly if the Proving
had the power to prohibit, and thef
answer had not been yves. Finally t§
section was allowed to stand for fuf

ther consideration. #
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The next clause which caused any di "-':"_.-
cussion was that permitting the sale |
shops of packages of one-half pint. :
McI.ean held that if the clause w i
passed the law would be in such §
shape that retailers could sell af§
quantity, which would be unfair ::
the wholesale dealers. He asked for j}
maximum to be fixed. The clause w@&
held over until the evening session. &,

After recess, at the request of Homg
Mr. Harcourt, the House passed th§
clause relating to shop licensesg, which
prrovides for the sale of liquor in un}’
broken packages of not less than one 1
half pint.

Dr. Willoughby took exception to the
withdrawal from the druggists of th
privilege of selling liguor for medi
cinal purposes, upon the order of &
duly qualified medical practitioner, in
larger quantities than six ounces. 1i

i
.

' the medical man could be trusted t¢
' glve a certiflcate of necessity for medi

cinal purposes, he should certainly be
‘alolwed to specify the quantity.

|
{

Hon. Mr. Harcourt admitted the |
probably rineteen out of twenty of
druggists conduct their busines honor
ably, but there are exceptions, whic
the clause 18 intended to cover.



