| Iﬁrﬁy due to the wise pruﬂu“
tor every 362 of the population, this Legislature and partly to the \,
ereas in 1894 there was one for every that the laws were well carried nut'

; 50 per cent. better in this Pro- Some might say that these compari-

vince and 100 per cent. worse in Que- | sons werc not fair. as the condi '
k , . ons - |
bee, according to these statisties,. We which govern arrests had been relaked.
heard a great deal of the advanced | but he was not alluding to arrests hut .

temperance sentiment in Nova Scotia,
but in that Provinee in 1884 there was
one conviction for every (sl of the pop-
ulation and in 1894 one for every 361,
s0 that under this naich-vaunted and
much-boasted sentiment of Nova Scotia
the convictions doubled in ten vears
and lessened by 50 per cent. in our Pro-
vinee. In New Brunsv ck there was |

to commitments. He would say t

those who criticized the present bill ag
not going far enough on temperance
lines that in the past temperance IE;

gislation had been advanced by modery
ate provisions, step by step. There |
were K816 municipalities. In 185, o
- one-fifth, there were no licenses, in 228
' there were only two licenses each. Th

o prnvemeryt. though not so great - figures were both instructive and in¢
as in our Province. In British Colum- teresting. i"
bla there was not an improvement but | :
the reverse. In Prince Edward Island THRE NEW BILL. g
there was some improvement, but the
result of the comparison for all the . As for the new bill, Mr. Harcourf
Provinces and including the Territories said, in the first clause it was Ill'ﬂﬂdffﬂ“j
showed that Ontario presents notice- that hereafter there shall be only three
ably a bhetter showing than any other licenses for every 1,000 of populatio |
Province in the Dominion. As to the and thal beyond the first 1.000 therg
State of Maine, of which we always - shall be one license for every 600, 2
heard a great deal when the liguor very decided advance. It would be sai
guestion or the license question was that the bill only cut off 120, 130 or 14§
under discussion. Taking the statistics licenses. But surely this was going i
for five years for Maine, from 1888 to the right direction and it was an adg
1892, and the statistics of this Province vance. Those who said this forgot sevg
for the same five years some instructive eral things. The municipal Councilg
results were shown. Taking the four could still reduce the number of lice
largest cities in Maine and the four ses, The license commissioners theng
largest cities in Ontario, the number of selves, in the execution of their duticg
arrests for drunkenness in each per had been able to refuse and could stig:
thousand was :—In Portland, the larg- . refuse licenses, and this had been doné
est city in Maine, 39 out of every thous- and there was the local option prov
and ;: in Toronto, the largest city of sion. Thus there was a fourfold. we
Ontario, for that period there were to reduce the number of licenses.
eighteen arrests per thousand, less than On page two of the act were set oy
half the number in Portland ; in Lew- the conditions under which a by-la
iston there were eleven arrasts per reducing the number of licenses ce
thousand against six in Hamilton, and hereafter be passed by municipal Cou
taking the four largest cities in Maine oils in cities and towns. It is provide
—Portland, Lewiston, Bangor and Bid- that notice of application to pass suc
deford--and the four largest in On- a by-law, signed by 100 electors
tario—Toronto, Hamilton, Ottawa and cities, or 50 in towns, shall l.wifyl .
London—the average number of ar- with the Clerk of the municipality
rest# was 30 per 1,000 in the Mailne or before Nov, 15, and application t§
citiee and thirteen in ourwfour largest he made on or before Feb. 15, and t
cities.. We have not the official figures Council may thereafter pass such a bygs
from 1892 to the present for the State law on or before March 1. This poweé A
of Maine, but we had for Ontario, of reducing the n}lmlrpr of ]iﬂt.i'n‘ﬁt“.-] _h' -_‘1
and it was gratifying to know that been freely E}If:l'{*l.‘it‘d by nmnu-:p:njntr |
each year here there had been a mark- in the past. For px‘amp]e, in 1887 t g
ed improvement in this same arrange- Council of T:_:ruqtn in one by—li}.w Cug
ment, and unofficially we learned that off 74 tavern .licenses _and 16 s_shu R
there had been no improvement in this licenses, The City ('."uum:;ll of Hamilto l
matter of arrests for Arunkenness In in 1894 cut off 19 tavern licenses and ‘
Maine. The result was, so far as sta- shop licenses. In London in 1892 therg™
tistics ~an show, that this Province un- were cut off seven tavern and four shog
der license presented a better showing licenses, In nt;m-.n a few months agg
than Maine under a prohibition law. fifteen tavern licenses were cut off. 1 )
In this Province during these five years the four instances he had given undej
the number of persons committed for the powers already possessed by munici§
drunkenness per 1,000 was 1.92 and in pal Councils not less than 105 tavern§
Maine 2.53, nearly twice as many | and 30 shops were deprived of licenses$
in Maine under prohibition as in this The fact that only a few municipalitieg.
Province under license, There was had availed theimnselves of this powe
an equally iInteresting result if one showed that public sentiment was nog
considered the reduction of licenses un- sufficiently advanced to warrant thf
der the statutes to which he had re- House in making a more extreme prog
ferred. Taking four years which could vision than was embodied in the bil}
not be affected by the Scott act, which " now before it. | ﬂ
was in force in one-half of the munici- In view of the present discussion h@§
palities of the Province for had collected some useful informationj
some years, the number of licenses which he would put in the possessiofy
granted in 1874, 1881, 1891 and 1896 was of the House. He had obtained returng
6,185, 4,029, 3,522 and 3,132 respectively: | from 45 out of the 97 license districts off;
so that since 1874 we have cut oft the Province, and from 438 municipalid
through the statutes more than half ot ties, or more than one-half the total
the licenses. There were only 3,000 in number. Out of the total number 103
1896, as against 6,000 in 1874: it is now municipalities, or only one-quarter, ha
one for every 700 people, and in 1874 exercised their power of reducing thd
it was one for every 262, A great stride number of licenses by by-law. In sever
had been made in the temperance sen- out of the 106 no Jimitation was pro
timent of the people, ahd that marked vided as to the number of taverns, ang
improvement—he idid not say com- irn. 68 no limitation as te the number of
pletely, but in some degree—must be shops. It was interesting also to not@
this House. The commitments for reducing the number of licenses had
drunkenness are equally noticeable. In reconsidered their decision. In twent)

IR70 th&::u were 3.868 commitments ;: 1n
1881, 3,497; In 1891, 2,736, and in 1896, 1,- ed the number of licenses, and in fift¥
907; 80 that since 1875, a period of twen- teen they had made a further reducl
ty years, the number of commitments tion, showing that perhaps it is wis
for drunl-_(enness in this Province had to go slowly, inasmuch as it could nof
- been cut in two. Last year only one out be clear to hon. members that publig
‘of every 1,148 was committed; twenty sentiment, as indicated by the direc
IS &80 one OUT Uf" 444. It was more representatives of the people in theig§/
lceable still, although he was not municipal Councils, was markedly iy |
Bretending exactly to aacount for ft, favor of a general reduction in the
“they took the Scott act period. In R

e & : number of licenses.. How have thg
J:;a ntéhﬁim \ gﬁ-—t Tn?reilihﬁ};L?ﬁﬂ?l? 'Boards of License Commissioners act§

C ed In this regard? In 65 dut of these 104
_____,Jn*_theh ce. 'I;lhﬁiﬂﬂmft‘;l": municipalities the.  Commissioners is4
: in 3,665 1nu{sg'§ 41;1‘ sued fewer licenses than the by-laws

of such cases the Coungil had increas

" . called for. The much-abused Boards:
1 i&ﬂ&d du;.‘!':il ‘e::?h tz?ttﬁgeq;lﬂ‘i?lzﬁi of Commissioners hed actually respond4
P & ' . ed more readily to the wishes of thoseg
VEArs. In 1894-5-6 wunder the license |

l&w 1. - number.of commitments drop- who were concerned in promoting the

e .,  terhperance sentiment of the countyp
!J" 1*13-:}{%'0 l;{;tE.E:‘;rin ;Bgi'hz’zfﬁ - than the municipal representatives off
: Al i S 'the people had done. No local optin§
ast years under license the total num- by-law had been passed in the Pr-}
ber of commitments was 6.818, in the y :

' three Scott act vyears 12.186 He | vince since Jan. 1, 1894. Was the Lens-

be )l df t going Ar-
thought that he might fairly argue lt?lg.:re-mtﬂthe - é:ﬁsr u{;rt?; ggprﬁa, "
that there had been a morel revolution limit when .t was found that the Iz
n the drinking habits of the people, - : :




