many complaints about the Institution
for the Blind, but none in reference to
the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb,

which was an admirably-conducted in-

- stitution. As to the Institution for

the Blind he woculd have a good deal
more to say later on. It was not credit-
alle to the country, not filling its pur-
Pose, and required a good raking over,
As (o the sucecession tax, he thought
the amount collected from collateral re-
latives was too high. He thought that

the owners of estates should be allow- |

ed to state in their wills to what char-

2 ity the tax should go. He could not |

#'low a'l that had been said about Sir
' ver Mowat to pass without protest. |
He protested against the statement

at he was everything good, wise, vir-

uous and incorruptible. The job by |

Which he foisted his son into the
Shrievalty of this city was one of the
mMost corrupt jobs ever perpetrated by
any public man. He said this, and de-
liberately, and with a full realization
of what he was saying. While he had
done much for the bhenefit of the Pro-
vince as a legislator, he was not averse

realized from the sale of annuities, Hif
railway eeqm:am were liquidated to
the amount of $184,000. Annuity cer-
tificates were redeemed to the amount &
of $86,000, decreasing the obligations of %

| the Province by $260,000, whereas they

were only increased to the amount of s
$177.000. They were decreased out of SRR
' ecurrent revenue, so that instead of thes
liahilities of the Province having bee
increased they were decreased. Mr.
McLean replied effputiv}rly to the ocldd
charge that the Sandfield Macdonal &
surplus has been dissipated. T_hm SUT - S
plus, he sald, had been hypothecate ¥,
before the Macdonald Government hac
1ft office. He pointed out i:h_;lLtL in use4n
ful public, works and beneficial under
takings $16,000,000 had been P}[]lf.*lldtd
and yvet not a dollar of
debt has Leen incurred or ¢
cent of direct taxation i‘mnnsnd. Th
'whele sum had been provided for ::ut of
current reveune, I then left the f{inan ¢
| cial side of the question I}E'*Iu!'f' Lthe 4
House, and devoted some attention 1o
| the other matters which have emergedssass

Itu putting himself on the opposite side
- 0of a question if he found it desirable
- Or necessary to do so politically. 1iTe
thad oppesed to him a gentleman for
" "Whom everyone in this Hcuse had the
VETy greatest respect, Sir Wm. Mere-
| dith, whcse name would live
+in  this Province as that of
li]. patriotic citizen and a noble
gman. If the Government desired
L L him to read the whole Seeretary’s cor-
' respondence, which he held in his hand,
»  they would perhaps agree with him.
Dr. Ryerson complained of the manner
In which the Treasurer referred to the
annuities in his address. Every dollar
of the $1,760,000 annuities was a debt,
and if the Government claimed a sur-
Plus they must first write off that
amount. It was a debt which conld not
In any way be avoided. After the
able speech of the leader of the Op-
position he did not fee] calied upon to
| deal with the financial statement of the
Government at any great length.

AN EFFECTIVE REPLY.

Mr. McLean replied to Dr. Ryerson
on behalf of the Government. He first
complimented Mr. Hardy on his eleva-
tion to the Premiership, which he pro-

phesied would be of great bLenefit to |

the country. He also complimented
the leader of the Opposition upon his
Attaining that position. He was amus-
1 at the speech of the last speaker. It
Was said that a very foolish man could
pnake as many charges in five minutes
as & very wise man could answer in
MAi¥e hours. He repudiated the state-
ment that the peopie of Ontario were
.. Ariven or led to the polls by the civil
‘% servants, and he thought it was not
| right for any member to cast such a
glur upon the people of this grand old
"rovince. Dr. Ryersaon had read a list
of the civil servanis, but there was not
one iLiere mentioned who was not nec-
essary for the administration of the
sovernmentaamlbsiv2: the duty of those
who made “charges to point out
the officials who were unnec essary, but
no atiempt was made to do 0. There
were, Mr. McLean said, three points of
atiack upon the Government : First, its
financial management ; second, its ed-
ncational management, and, third, its
{en%izing proclivities. It was true
the eXpenditure of the Province had
very materially increased, but that did
not involve extravagance or the mis-
application of public money. The calls
upoen the Governmeant had gradually
l:mrnrm.‘grmttrr_ and the CGovernment
had been egual®*to Its responsibilities.
The Governinent ‘in maintaining public
institutions, was not only doing a good
act but was relieving the municipali- |
ties of a considerable burden. 1If the |
Opposition could show that the institu- ,'
tions were being extravagantly man- |
aged or that public money was being
- misappropriated its case would he es-
tablished. As a matter of fact the in-
glitutions of this Province were more
economically managed than similar in- |
stitutions elsewhere. The circumstance
that the expenditure had bheen increas-
ed was not a legitimate ground of cri-
Lticism. Of the public expenditure
nearly $2.500,000 was devoted to legisla-
tion, administration of justice, educa-
tion, public buildings maintenance, ag-
riculture and hospitals and charities,
not one of which but was a worthy |
department of government. Mr. Mec- |
Lean answered the charge that the lia-
bilities of the Province had been in-
creased by the transactions in annui-
ties. The proceeds of these annuities,
be said, could only be used for one pur- i
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during the debate., He remark

ed that the House heard no more abou

Qeparate Schools and the Prench lan-g88

guage in the Public Schools. The Oppo-
¢ition had evidently dropped that sort

of thing and were looking out for) i

of =1 |

comething else. They had turned tl}&lﬂ-
solves inside out half a dozen times

' on this question as well as on many

other questions, and appearances indi-
ceted that they were preparing for an-
other acrobatic feat in that line. The

| appearances were that they had in :-rpllf
tomplation the interment of The

Greon Eye Opener and the re-

vival of The Facts for 1Irish El-®
L eclors. But he could tell them that

thev were farther from the goal of

thelr ambition than they were eighteen ’

or twenty years ago. The people of the
' Province had come to Xxnow them thor-
' oughly. Mr. McLean defended the ad-
‘ministration of the Education Lh-pnrt_—
ment, coneluding this branch of his
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speech with the remark that there was @

no country where the educational sys-

tem was so complete or comprehensive g

as that of Ontario. He commended the
 proposition that had been made by the
' Minister of Education to assist the

Universityv. It would benefit the UTniver- |

sity, he gald, as well as the Province.
Mr. McLean dealt with and disnosed of
 the charges that the Government had
centralized power, and that tco many
cificials had been appointed.

DR. MEACHAM.
Dy, Meacham was the next

Speager. Mr. Harcourt, he

caid, had asked the COpposition
tO make suggestions as to how

Lthe government should be carried on, ¥

and not to criticize the Government.
The Opposition had in the past made
suggestions; they had asked for man-
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hcod franchise for years, and at last e

the Government had come over and
]‘I_H‘T'F"] a bill on the statute hooks pro-
viding for it Another reform which
they had urged upon the Government
and which they had finally enacted was
the establishment of leaving examina-

i

- Uons in Public Schools. As a matter B
:H]_ fﬂ[‘!i 1t should be the dllt}" of tha§

gentliemen who sat behind the treasury
‘u-m-hu:-: L0 give advice to their leaders
3:11 the best interests of the country.
he members of the Opposition felt

i!!‘lat their place was not to tell thelt
vovernment what they would like to

i

hear, but what the Opposition thought B
they should hear, whether they liked S

It or not. Dr. Meacham devoted some @

.I-n.lt»nli:_:n to Mr. Stratton, asking if it
- Was fair to represent that there was a
:f:n'm;tble balance in the public ac-
counts when practicailly there was a
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deficit of $397,600. In his own constitu- il'f o0y

| entev N
| ency Mr. Stratton was known as some-
thing of an independent. but upon the

fl]-"-t n:spﬂrfunit:r he had to lay these
views before the House he faiied to do
0. He asked if, when it was claimed
that there was a surplus, it did not
mean that there was an excess «f re-
CeIpts over expenditure. FHe criticized

ltion had been making for years that
lthu public accounts should be printed
In fuller detail so that the prices paid

I{.rulﬂd be seen. At present, when sup-

plies were hought by contract, the price
was given, but where there was no con-
lract the price was not given., He con-
tended that all the Oppeosition had to do
was to show that a fair amount of thoe

~eéxpenditure of the Province had not

been properly spent. No one disputed
that the public institutions of

-

the Trecasurer's statement of the as- 0
sets of the country .and complained g
' that the Government had not complied |
With the demand which the Opposi- s
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