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year amounted to $194,615, as

to the present time we have
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$190,221 in 1895, and $182,612 in 1894. Up
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es for

their county Houses of Refuge, or In-

L
g § grants in aid to fourteen counti
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dustrial Homes, amounting in
\ 3563,750.
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i#h we have neglected no

figures

| Our total
amounted to $4,158,159; in 1892,
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he Province, and that our
@ been signally successful.

.

concerning our late

nister of Justice at Ottawa.
to attempt, sir, to summarize t

federation, his name would be
ritten in characters large and
1 its almest every page. What
spicuous space he must conti

orable as it is conspicuous.
wWhat consummate tact he ever

-
!

we have earnestly sought to keep
vigilant watch over the expenditures

may at this point he al-
lowed to say a word or two
leader in
this House, Sir Oliver Mowat, now |

iry of the Province almost since Con-

all to

In leaving the question of our

res for the past year I wish
y to remind hon. members that

public

"WVice, although we have increaa‘ed
our grants in various directions and in-
{ curred special and exceptional expendi- h
e from time to time, we have suc-
ad in steadily reducing our total

expenditures year by year. I
£ fis for the past six

G DOWN THE FIGURES.
expenditures in 1301

"‘l 10631 '

in 1853, $3,907,145; in 1894, $3,842,505;
1895, $3,7568,5095;: in 18986, $3,703,37°.
represents a reduced annual ex-

ture of 3$455,000 in five years,

1 an average of nearly $100,-
. D a year. In the face of

ese . figures, hon. gentlemen |
cpposite will be compelled to admit

efforts |

Were |
he his-

founi

bright
a con- |
nue 1o

Bll in such a history for all time o0
come, and, what is better, it is as hon-

With
guided

our deliberations in this chamber: how
waichful he always was of the dignity |

Of our proceedings. carnest

times and exhaustive and forceful In
debate, he never indulged in recrimin-

fable manners disarmed his

exceptionally free from prejudic

gigation, or for a moment even
-} disregarded the amenities of
'l public life, His untiring indus-

: was a constant source of re-

at all |

—

e to mueh younger men. His af-

oppon-

ents and endeared to him his friends.
On all oceasions Judicial in manner,

e, ever

tolerant of the Oopinions of others, ne
eagerly grasped at suggestions from all
Quarters, and to this one fact, T doubt
not, we must in no small degree attri-

bute his phenomenal Success,

these I intended to speak. 1
rather, very hurriedly of ecour

’ point to the growth and development

Oof the Province in all directions
his exceptionally |
leadership.

ong and sagacious

A QUARTER CENTURY RECORD.

In October, 1872 Sir Oliver as
Office. In that same year Mr.

sumed]

eight  différent Governments and ns
many Premiers. Lord Lisgar was our

Governor-C eneral

in 1872, and we have

in the interval filve Governors of

Canada, viz., Lord Dufferin, the
Quis of Lorne, the Marquis of
downe, Lord Stanley and Earl

Mar-
l.ans-
Ahepr-

gdeen. When Sir Oliver first assumed

office Sir Willlam Howland wa

S our

eutenant-Governor. During his fong

Premiership we have had in a
Lieutenant-Guvernora.

Premiers, Nova Scotia

11 six

| From 1872 to
| 1896 the Province of Quebee has had

six,

Ce Edward Island six, New Bruns-

_&ll Wick five, Manitoba five and British

umbia eleven., Sir Oliver was

pun Premier of Ontario d
jp sSuccessive Administrations of

A\rrison and Cleveland. Do not
S of themselves illustrate
orcibly how fortunate this Pro

3 been in retaining for so lo
riod a leadep whao possessed in

& remarkable degree g)l the qual

to 1896 our Province hasg pro

- all directions.
- Population has increased

fouls. We haye more
2‘}101' territory b
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by - 600,000

con-
uring
Gen-

, Hayes, Garfield, Arthur,

these
mose
vince
ng a
such
ifica-

ons_ of highest statesmanship ? From

Bres-
safely and with great strides in
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' such as the

- mineral wealth of which ,alone bidg

- a straggling village of 231 people. 1
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- Nor must we forget what a s

' ence. Between them they now hav

! ville, not to speak of several others, as
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we had. both in this Legislature and ir ;
the courts to secure and hold our own |
in this regard, and we all agree that
our victory was mainly due to the

astnteneéss, the legal skill and
adroitness and the indomitable
energy of Sir Oliver Mowat,

And we are only now  be-.
ginning to appreciate the «im-
mense value of the victory, in-
asmuch as the great wealth of the
added territory is only now being par-
tially disclogsed. We were then
contending, be it remembered,.
not for useless Dbarren wastes,
swamps of Vene
zuela, but for a vast possession, th

fair to make it one of the richest an
choicest in the world..

In 1871 we had in Ontario ninetee
cities and towns having a population o
over 5,000, now we have 24. In th
interval the framework of a new an
larger Ontario, our promising North
land, has been step by gte
constructed. In 1872 all the settlemen
north of Barrie was scattered and th
population sparse. Orillia was the

iIs now a town of considerable promise
with a population exceeding 5,000. You
look in vain in the census of 1871 fo
either Bracebridge or Gravenhurst
while the country mnorth of these lo
calities was then a wilderness know
only to the hunter and the lumber
man. Neither Port Arthur nor For
William had then a corporate exist

an enterprising and energetic popula
tion of about 6,000. We now regard
Sudbury, Sault Ste. Marie, Gore Bay,
Manitowaning, North Bay. Little (Cir-
rent, Rat Portage, Thessalon, Hunts-

centres of much promise. When Si
Oliver first took oflice they were al
of them for the most part unhear
of and unknown. .-1

SINCE CONFEDERATION.
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' Increased four times over, and the vol-

| Mmultiplied approximately threefold and

I p

Prior to Confederation we had only!
1,447 miles of railway in this Prov-/
ince. We have huilt since Confedera-
tion 5,095 miles. The total m!le&g#
constructed and in gperation in the
Province at the oresent date is §.54:
miles. The Province has given verv
substantial financial aid to 1977
miles of road, amounting in the
aggregate to $6,449,864. “Who can even
pretend to estimate the varied result

 of this large expenditure, direct and

indirect, '‘as regards the prosperity {}f}
the Province and the timeiy develop-
-ment of its resources generally 2 In
1872 Ontario and Quebec together had
only 2716 postoffices, Ontario alone
has now 3,138. ILast year in Ontari
alone there were forwarded throug
these offices (3,650,000 letters. The num
ber for Ontario and Quebec togethe
in 1872 was only 25,500,000, The deposit
in our banks during this period hav

ume of ﬂr‘p and life insurance (I a:
now speaking of al Canada) has heen

fivefold respectively. In 1872 we had
4,49 Public Schools, 5,222 Public School
teachers, and 433,256 scholars attendin
them. In 1895 we had 5,660 Public
Schools, 8,158 teachers, and 444,778
:qchnlara. Or an increase of 1.170 schools,
2,936 teachers and 11,522 scholars. Th
rovincial grant to Public Schools i
1872 was $212,991, while in 1895 it wa
$E¢-1.34'!2 an increase of $61.356. Th
municipal grants and assessments fo
Ehﬂi:: Support in 1£72 amounted to 31,
(22,358, and in 1895 to 33,117,645, an in
crease of nearly a million and a hat
Of dollars. The amount ralsed throug
local sources over and above thes
granis and assessments for their main
tenance was in the former vear $526,-
111, and in the latter yvear more than
double that amount, viz., $1,144,862. We
had 25 more High Schools, 331 more
High School teachers, and 16,694 more
schnl_firs attending them in 1895 than
in 1872, The amount of Provincial aid
te High Sechools is now $100,000 a year,
or 321,000 more than it was in 1872,
This grant, unlike the amount of an-
nual aid to Public Schoels, is station-
ary, and is not to be increased from
year to year. The amount raised lo-
cally for High Schools was in 1895,
$654,728, being more than four times
the amount thug raised in 1872, We
did not establish Kindergarten schools
until 1882, Now we have 9 kinder-
“arten schools, and 9,400 scholars agss




