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Thursday, March 26,

Rather an important day’'s business
was transacted to-day. In the af tu.r-l:
noon Hon. Mr., Bronson's resolution in

encouragement of the formation of
voluntary associations to aid in the
settlement of the problem of the unems-
ployed by placing them on the unoc-
cupied lands of the Province was
passed unanimously by the House. Mr.

Bronson’'s speech was an interesting

and lucid exposition of the subject,
and the resoluiion was received in the
friendliest manner by both sides of
‘the House. In the evening Hon., Mr,
WMardy's important County Courts bill
was glven its second reading, and a
good deal of other Government busi-
ness was despatched.

Third readings came first, and a num-
ber were taken up and discharged.
They were as follows:—

Respecting the City of Ottawa—Mr.,
O'Keefe.

Respecting the Hamllton Gasg Light
Company-—Mr., Middleton,

Relating to Crown timber—Mr. Har-
dy.

YRﬂvlslng and consolidating the acts
to encourage the planting and growing
of trees—Mr. Dryden,

Respecting Houses of Refuge—Mr.
Gibson (Hamilton).

To secure payment of wages for la-
bor performed In the construction of
public works—The Attorney-General.

Respecting the quieting of titles—The
Attorney-General,

Respecting fraud by debt collectors
~The Attorney-General.

Respecting bills of sale and chattel
mortgages In unorganized districts—
The Attorney-General.

To Incorporate the Lincoln Radial
glgvte:rtric Ralway Cempany—Mr. His-

- *To correct a clerical error In the dp-ll

« benture registration act—The Attor-
ney-Gveneral.

THE UNEMPLOYED.

A subject of great importance was
broached by Hon.” Mr. Bronson. when
‘ht_e" moved the following Government
_resoiution:—

“That this House would view with
approval and as worthy of encourage-
ment any movement towards the or-
ganization of voluntary socleties in the
larger cities of the Province having
for their object the giving of such as-

sistance to the unemployed as would
contribute towa -
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So strong, indeed, is this drift city-

ward in our own country, that we find
from the census returns that, while

the urban population during the decade

from 1881 (o 1891 increased by 28 per
cent., the rural population Increased
by only 3 6-10 per cent,, or a little less
than one-tenth the Increase In the cit-
les, and this excessive Increase in the
urban population is by no means con-
fined to Canada, but obtains in all civ-
llized countries the world over. But
the cities cannot employ all who are
thus drawn Into them, and they bhe-
come thereafter, either as paupers or

criminals, a charge upon the commun-
ity,

BENEFITS OF CO-OPERATI ON,

From time to time various eXx-
pedients have been resorted to to meet
this difficulty, but, while they have
palliated it, they have not cured it.
For instance, there have been many
cases among our industries of coO-opera-
tion and profit-sharing that have Con-
tributed largely to the well-belng and
contentment of those who found em-
ployment in connection with them. But,

necessartly, the numbers of such have

been comparatively small. 1t appears
to me, however, that the plan

of co-operation could be much
maore largely extended than
has been the case thus far,

An Instance has lately come under
my own observation where nearly two
hundred workmen of superior intelli-

~Eence have associated themselves to-

gether and, In conjunction with afew
others of business experience and in-
tegrity—therebhy securing efficient and
reliable management—have organized
an Ilmportant business enterprise.

These men will in this way not only

supply their own wants in the partic-
ular line in question, but they will at
the same time reap whatever of profit
there may be in doing the business.
The success of the enterprise thus far
has been most gratifying, and with
careful management in the future the
result cannot be doubtful.

Now, sir, this is not the time for any
remarks upon the temperance ques-
tion, but I cannot forbear repeating
this statement : that if one would con-
sider for a moment the immense sums
that are spent for stimulants., am-
ounting, for example, according to the
ieport of the Commissioner of Internal
Revenue, to over twelve hundred mil-
lions of dollars per annum in the Unit-
€d Btates alone, and to even a larger
sum in Great Britain, it will at once
be seen that if the workine men of
the country—and I do not know that
they are sinners above all others In
this respect—would abstain from their
use and save the money they spend
for them they might in ten years
buy up ali the industries in the coun-
try, and thus become capitalists as
well as laborers, and enjoy all the pro-
fits that would acerue from the har
monious employment of these joint
factors of all successful indostry, with-
out which cominercial prosperity is
impossible,

SMALIL INVESTMENTS.

It is quite true that even now some |
of the largest enterprises are carried .
6n very largely with the capital of |

small investors,. One of the argu-
ments urged against the enforcement
of the income tax upon corporations,
recently declared unconstitutional by

the Supreme Court of the United States |

was that it was class legislation, and
that the stockholders upon whom the

burden would mainly fall were in a.-]-

great majority of cases poor; and it
was shown by way of illgstration that
in both the ILehigh Valley Rallroad
Company and the Pennsylvania Com-
pany, two of the richest railway cor-.
porations in the United States, over
82 per cent. of the stockholders ow |
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