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machinery for partizan purposes. He
felt sure ‘that every hon. gentle-
man who gave higs .candid opinion
would say that the inspectors through-
out the country use their influence, for
the Government. Mr. Marter referred
to the recent libel suit in Halton
County, where a Presbylerian minister
had been sued for libel, and added
that the parties to it were all Re-
formers. The present admitistration
of the law. he clalmed, also resulted
in a lax enforcement of it, and in that
contention, he said, he was backed by
the temperance organizations of the
country. The temperance deputation
which recently waited on the Govern-
ment represented one of the largest
of the temperance bodies in the coun-
try, and they asked for a better en-
forcement of the act, and emphasized
the growing laxity of its administra-
tion. Rev. Wm. Kettlewell, a leading
member of the deputation, had said
he could ot defend the Government,
although a friend of it

Mr. Marter next referred to the
granting of a license on Toronto I=-
land. He said that it had been grant-
ed In spite of many temperance depu-
tations and editorials in The Globe. Sir
- Oliver's reply to the deputation hadl
" been that he had been told there was
' less liquor now sold on the Island than
| tormerly. 1f that be so, Mr. Marter
argued, was not the Government to
blame for its illegal sale ? The coin-
| missioners in granting a license must
have been acting under the instruc-
tions of the Government, The Province
had asked for prohibition by 80,000 ma-
jority, and the people who want pro-
i hibition must surely want a good en-
forcement of the act. Mr. Marter also
guoted the words of Rev, Mr. Van
Wyvck of Hamilton when he addressed
| the Government. At 6 o'clock he said
| he could not conclude for half an hour,
and the House rose,

LVENING SESSION,

When the House resumed shortly af-
ter 8 o'clock Mr. Marter continued his
speech. He said that the License Com-
missioners did not act in the interest
of the people but in the interest of
those who appointed them, Theuwlepu-
tation he had referred to had acted in
the direction they bealieved to be In the
best interests of the people, namely, to
advance the cause of temperance,
When actuated by such motives they
were surely worthy of every respect
and consideration from the Govern-
ment. Several associations of Christ-
ian Endeavorers, Royal Templars and
ministers In London had passed a re-
solution that the License Commission- |
ers had not the confidence of the peo- |
ple. Similar resolutions had also been |
passed In Kast Algoma. Mr, Marter
next stated that there was a bar at the !
Hamilton race track without a license, |

Hon. Mr. Gibson—Is there one at To- I
ronto 7 |

Mr. Marter—I don't know. It does |
not matter if there iz one in Hamil-
ton.

Mr. Gibson—Well, there i not one
at Hamilton,

Mr. Marter—Then you " deny this
atatement 7

%'lr_ (iibson-—-Yes,

Mr. Marter—Well, T won't vouch for
my authority personally, I saw it in
the papers. Continuing, Mr. Marter
referred to Justice Robertson's judg-
ment in the East Kent case, where his
Lordship had criticized the License
Department.

Hon. Mr. Harcourt--How ©ld is that
judgment ? s

Mr. Marter—I don't know,

Mr. Harcourt—It is eight years old.
(Government applause.) -

Proceeding, Mr. Marter said that it
the licensing was In the trust of the
County Judge neither, one party nor the
other would gain. He thought that lf‘
- every member.  veted Irresnective of

¢ party they would support his amend-
ment. :

MR. G HARCOURT'S ANSWER,.

‘ Hon. Mr. Harcourt replied. After ie-
‘| marking that Mr, Marter had present-
ed his case with more moderation than

‘ he had at times shown, the Provincial
| preasurer observed that hon, gentla-
men . ignored what all else admitted,
the difficulty of enforcing all laws to
restrain the ligquor traflic. All laws are
disobeyed, and it would be arrant non-
gense to blame the Police Magistrates,
| detectives and Justices of the Peace
for that. Yet that was the ground
taken by hon. gentlemen opposite with
regard to infractions of the license law.
when all the facts were known every-
not & politiclan with a political

o t to serve would adimit that these
~@eials had done their best, The cus-
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- The Government. (Applause ) T.et t

—
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- That showed that the failures were be-

' that year by year the class of men in.

rtoms laws were broken daily, so were y
| the excise laws, and yet no one blam- i
ed the customs.and excise officersg for
| that. He was there to maintain with |
all confidence that in no Province Is
the license law better observed than
in Ontarjo, that in none of the United
States are the license laws more care-
fully observed, while in Great Britain
there is no pretence that the license
laws are observed with anything like
the care, precigion and good results at-
tained in Ontarlo,

Is therenot less drunkenness this |
vear, this moment, than there Wwas
some time ago ? Mr., Harcourt went on
to ask. Has not great progress been
made in temperance sentiment in the
past few years ? Are not thewhotels of
~a higher standard than ever before ?
Was there not a  process of
weeding going on, a sort of
survival - of the fittest 2 Mr.
Harcourt then cited the statement’
- made by a member of an important
deputation of commercial travellers
which recently called upon the Gov-
ernment, that he had had much experi-
ence, and had found that, class for
clas= the hotels of Ontario are supers-

fos 7. those of any State of the Union,
(Applause.)

GOOD WORK DONE.

Then Mr. Harcourt dealt with the
Guestion of the number of licenses,'
pointing out that while it was open to
argument as to whether the interests
of temperance would be advanced by a
oo rapid diminution of the number of.
licenses, yet much had been accc
plished in that direetion. In 1890 ther
were 3,523 licenses; in 1891, 3.444; 1§
1802, 2,369, and in 1803, 3.276, a decreass
Of 247 in four short years. (Applause)’

4 .

ing weeded out of the business, and

the business was improving. They
could not measure the efficiency of the
discharge of duty by the commission-
“rs by the number of convictions, for
where an oflicial was known to be
zealous there would be fewer infrac-
tions of the law and therefore fewer
convictions, Mr., Harcourt then point-
“d out that Mr. Marter was unable to
ddduce any instances of disregard of
duty on the part of officials later than
Mr. Justice Robertson's judgment of
€ilght years ago: that was the only in-
stance he could find, and it was in-
correctly cited. The “facts were that
lmlpediatn-ly upon Justice Robertson
giving out that jJudgment the two
License Commissioners most blame-
worthy were dropped from the lists—
(applause)—and that the services of the
third were not long afterwards dis-
[-ensed with, Let his hon. friends send
to the Government the name of any
I.h-m!:-:n Commissioner who was charg-
¢d with misconduct, and an investiza-
tion would be ordered within 48 hours.
(Abplause.) He had examined care.
fully the personnel of the inspectors in
the 92 districts, and asserted with con-
fidence that the 270 or Z80 inspectors
were not only men vastly superior to
the average, but frequently had been
honored by the people with the hlgh-
€=t local offices ‘in their gift (A

Plause.) Outside of the Iﬁlﬂ.nﬂ. llrenp.
question, on which he would tnxsﬁ
Soon, had Mr. Marter or Mr Cl‘:l:?

ford anything egainst the .Tﬂl‘ﬂl'll'.-'
License Commissioners, whose w E
tlirwy should know 2 Even if the (_‘nnr f
:: tion t-uuhl_ prove that ten out of ;};::;
270 1 fcense Commissioners haa commit-
ted grave errors of judgment that was
not making out a strong {‘H,H.E n,g-a_hi 3

hon, gentlemen

: . Opposite gelect
?lnmuls of any Government and :Egj
nwm to the severe serutiny bestow
n the License ("umminsiﬂn%rﬂ by Mr.

Marter, and see if
by . m,u,re t
2;:1 be found hlamewm.th;‘al};enlWﬂll]d
Mr. Marter wanted to sew trr Ibuse.)

Jlldﬂ't':-! on the Lic €e the Cuunt]r
<lcense '
0 day passed “_Hh“utBuﬂrd_ but not

of SOome t'uuntY JUdg’E SOme jUdRmEHt

reverse
How idle it was, thélfll.. t{l{#‘rlljglﬂa?:gil}:

With a license
S€ inspector, g layman not

versed in the law. to

. * , mis

clause of the license lmvl.}ltil;ﬁlzpt some
fimpler than any Othep lhw .

S'I‘A-TMMI-}NTS CORRECTED
qtiltr. Harcourt then dealt wlth-
;?h.iements made by the deputa -
vhich Mr. Marter had rp N
roused applause e |

Mr. Kettlewe
blame for th{la-l' T

reported by The
that he deemed it his

and zeal of the Lice
in the distriet in I::Eiglﬂ

lived; but The Templar hag




