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- oy — e Pou s Im.EI:h led up
'} * from his own
ution. The matter has been ex-
stivelv discussed in the newspapers,
» Oliver and in other ways; the

)€ all quite familiar with the
ot arl'ldu.f shall be very brief, B:nd
'ﬂ' confige. myself to reminding
sem of two or three things in connec-
fon with the matter. In the first
y a, the A, act provides that

I ﬁlaw education shall belong
1 to the vincial Legislature, subject
'to cortain provisions, and not to the
 Dominion Parliament. The matter has
been twice before the Privy Couneil,
the most Important tribumsal in ,thu
British Empire, and, in the

orld. Th body decided the
st of the Manitoba Legisiat abol-
shing Separate Schools was their

slative authority, and that the act
' :g’!ﬂ: valid act in point of law. Then,
on a seeond appeal. they held that,
while the act was a valid exercise of
" authority by the Manitohna Legislature,
the provisions of the act deprived the
Roman . Catholic minority of certain
. rights and privileges, and that those
" rights and privileges ought to receive
attention, and that proper provisions
t to be Introduced by way of sup-
plément or otherwise for the purpose
of removing what the Tudicial Com-
mittee called a grievance. The judg-
ment i8 a very long one, but the result
~ is expressed in a very few words at
‘the end of the report, a few sentences
‘of which I shall ask your permission
b ' to read:— . |
“For the reasons which have been
‘given, their Lordships are of opinion
hat the second sub-sectdon of sec.
29 of the Manitoba act is the govern-
ing enactment, and that the appeal to
*the Governor-Ceneral in Council was
admissible by virtue of that enact-
ment, on the grounds set forth in the
memorials and petitions, inasmuch as
the acts of 1890 affected riohts or priv-

ity in relation to education within the
meaning of that sub-section. The fur-
. ther question is submitted, whether
2 the Governor-General in Council has
! power to make the declarations or
! remedial orders asked for in the mem-
orials or petitions, or has any other
urisdiction in the premises. Their
ordships have decided that the Gov-
rnor-General in Council has jurisdic-
fon and that the appeal is well found-
Ned; but the particular course to be
Jd pursued must be determined by the

mitted by the statute. It is not for
this tribunal to intimate the precize
steps to be taken. .« The system
of education embodied in the acts of
18900 no doubt commends itself to and

authorities to whom it has been com-!

leges of the INloman Catholic minnr-;
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8 adequately supplies the vants of the |

great majority of the inhabitants of
the Province, All legitimate ground
of complaint would be removed if that
system were supplemented by provi-
sions which would remove the griev-
ance vpon which the appeal is found-
ed, and were modified so far as might
be necessary to give effect to these
provisions."

ADHERE TO THE CONSTITUTI!ION.

Now, we recognize the B.N.A, act as
binding on us, including that portion of
it which gives a final right of appeal
to the Judicial !‘nmmiiti*n of the Privy
Council, and 1 accept®the judgmen
which they have pronounced, We 8’
cept that judgment. 1 understal.
3¢ hon, gentleman (Mr. Crawford) ac-
pts it. He certainly did not impeach
. He assumed that the Judicial Com-
mittee has rightly stated the meaning
bf the act.

Now, we in Ontario are not general-
ly in favor of Separate Schools. 1 ap-
prehend that the majority of the peo-
ple of Ontario are against Separate
Schools ; but, notwithstanding that, we
s have faithfully observed the provisions
01 of the constitution on that subject. In
like manner the great majority of the
Citimene of Manitoba do not like Sep-
arate Schools., The people of Ontario
do not like Separate schools, but they
have always recognized the

: Coll-
Htt'tl.l'lluilﬂl.lilll}'. incumbent upon them.
I cannot imagine that there can be

gany doubt on the part of anyvbody but

that it would be extremely unfor

T the remedy for this :Tl!egu{:]ngurli!?if
nee were to devolve upon the I"mm'in-
%ion Parliament ingtead of being pro-
vided for by the Manitoha Legislatyure
0_:1:&.- thing, no act can be effectual ir l‘:
Bhamens -t i b Dominjon Par-

menyg - Vi it
te t'hlng*thg,l, _*mﬁ::. most unI.'m‘tu-1

trugele should be a

on the 4
arliament “'ithpta]:: of the Dominiou.

Manitoba Legis-
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'}tﬂlitum a ple. There is nothing |

at w more dangerous, more
o be objected to in every way, than a |
controversy upon this subject. Coere-
lon would he resisted, but as the coer- |
clon Contemplated relates to a matter
of congcience, the objection to it is
peculiarly serious. My hon, friend said
that there should be an inquiry, and |
that any remedial legislation upon the
part of the Dominion Parliament
ﬂl_mulcl be a last resort. 1 agree with !
him there, and 1 hope that the House
generally will agree with him. { am
quite sure If there was not a very
great desire on the part of some hon.
members opposite to support the Do- |
minion policy at all hazards the House |
- would unanimously take the same
view. Nobody could desiie that there !
should be coercion on the part of the
Dominion Parliament, or that the Do-
minion should put itself into antagon-
iIsm on the subject with the Manitoba
Legislature,

MANITOBA'S ATTITUDE.

Then, again, it is not the people here, |
Protestants here or elsewhere outside of
Manitoba, that are feeling most strong-
1y upon this subject and are speaking
most strongly about it ; this hasty ac-
tion upon the part of the Dominion |
Parliament has been protested ngainst
by Manitoba and by its Legisiature,}
The Dominion Government were r-x-l
tremely hasty in the matter. No sooner}
had the decision of the Privy Council |
been arrived at than they at once in-
timated to the Manitoba Government
that its L.egislature must re-
trace its  steps. Nothing ocould
have been more objectionable

- than that. They started something
like coercion at the very first step.
Manitoba was not prepared to retrace
her steps:; instead of their walting for
an opportunity for a change of nublic
fentiment, the Dominion Government
at once pdroceeded to Dass A remedial

Lorder, practically requiring the restor-

Cation of the laws aflecting Sevarate
schools, which the Manitoba Legisla -
ture had abolished. 1 cannot imagine
anything more unstatesmanlike than
that hasty course. 1 cannot imagine
anytkhing more treasonable to thia

country than such a course. 1 =av the

IL".!-’.iHl;iluru of Manitoba has protested

against the hasty action which is proe-

Fosed by the Dominion Parliament and
I shall read one or two =sentences {rom
“anitoba documents. Thev declar»

that “in amending the law from time to .

time, and in administering the system,

It is their earnest desire to remody

every well-founded evil, and to re-
move every appearance of inequality

Or injustice which may be brought o

rotice.” They also stated that “with
the view of doing so the Government
ond the Legislature will always be
ready to consider any complaint which |
mav be made in a spirit of concilin. |
tion,”” These are pleasant words, and
Zive hope that if time were

am———

only allowed and conciliatory
tactics adopted the ditficulty
would be  removed, In View of

these statements I purpose askine the
Housg to express the opinion that an -
proposal of remedial legislation by the
Dominion Parliament should not YHYe
entertained until after the reauest of
the Manitoba Legislature for a thor-
ough investigation on the »nart of the
Nominion of all the facts is acted un-
on, and all reasonable and proper ef-
forts for conciliation have been made
and have failed. 1 propese also to ask
the House to recognize the fact thaot
nothing should be done by the Federal
GGovernment nor by the Legislature
with regard to Separate Schools du-~-
lug a period of excitement, As regards
Separate Schools in Ontario, every bit
ol legislation we gave their supporters
was approved by the whole Legisla-
ture and by the whole of the people at
‘the time, and no objections were ma.de
to it until some years afterward. Bu:
‘i we had brought in any of this legis-
lation in a time of excltement, of heat-
;f-‘{l controversy as regards Senarats
i.':r.rhuu!ﬁ. it would have been most un-
'wise, [t is in the common Interest that
' the matter should not be dealt with
 bastily. 1 agree with the resolution
- Oof my hon, friend =o far as it asserts
‘that the proposed action of the Domin-
rion Parliament is fraught with grave

| danger to the interests of the Domin-

lon as a whole, including the interests
of the Roman Catholic minority, for

Whose benefit the proposed remedial
legislation is designed.

Now I have given to the House the
substance of the amendment which 1
propose to ask this House to adont,
and I hope there will be a pretty gen-
eral vote in its favor. The policy sug-

gested in my resolution would be very




