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. “To whom,"

- should we look

3#8. ol the Province

». and who should
-do what's right 27

on Government,” said

“To the Domini
Mr. Ross.

Mp. Matheson concluded by expres-
fIng his wish that the Government
would come out openly and give a full

*tatement of the financial position of
the Province.

MR. DAVIS REPLIES.

Mr. E. J. Davls of North York fol-
lowed, with perhaps the best of the
many excellent speecheg which he has
contributed to the proceedings of the
House. After commenting upon the
importance to the Province of its an-
nual balance-sheet, Mr. Davlis opened
his discussion of the Province's fin-
ances and of Col. Matheson's at-
tack upon the Administration by ask-
ing if there were any principles which
could be laid down as to the Province's
expenditure., He held that such prin-
clples could be laid down: that the Pro-
vince's material resources should be
developed, that the education of Its
people should be provided for, that Its
commercial and business interests
should be looked after so far as com-

erica act, and that the vastly import-
ant agricultural interest should be aid-
ed. "It was by these standards that the
Goverrment's administration of the
Province's finances should ™ be tried,
rather than by the bare question as to
whether its recelpts invariably equal-
led the amounts which it pald out. Oc-
casions might frequently arise in the
conduct of an ordinary business where
there might be an apparent deficit at
the end of a year, as the result of large
expenditures upon capital account,
which would ultimately result to the
advantage of the business, and this
was the case with much of the expend-
iture in the Province. There was :-:unc-ih
& thing as false economy, Mr. Davis
observed, _
After effectively dealing with Col.
Matheson's attack upon the Govern-
! ment's method of presenting the pub-
1 lic accounts, and remarking that
by the system of hookkeeping follow-
ed capital and ordinary expenditures
appear together, Mr. Davis noticed the
charge that the expenditure was great-
er than the receipts, It wae to be ob-
served, he sald, that the expenditure
was kept within the estimates, which
had been, with a few trifling excep-
tions, unanimously passed by the
House, and, further, that the total ex-
penditure had been for some four or
five years steadily falling. What other
Government was reducing its expendi-
ture? Mr. Davis asked.

A GOOD RECORD.

Mr. Davis then rapidly rephlied to a
number of Col. Matheson's criticisms
of the Government's policy. He point-
ed out how substantially the Govern-
ment has reduced taxation by reliev-
ing the municipalities of a great many
sources of expensge, and disposed of
the complaint as to the llcense system
by showing how the municipalities ye-
ceive more from this source than they
did ten years ago, and by noting that
they had power to increase the licenses
if they so desired. The succession duty
Mr, Davis defended with ability, and
he touched upon the supplies ques-
tion, pointing out that nearly all the
Provincial supplies are purchased by
tender, only a few articles belng pur-
. chased in open market. The disputed
accounts aroitration he spoke upon,
oriefly remarking that Mr. Harcourt
won by means of his ability and by

being on the right side, as well as by

having for leader a man who always
won, (Applause.)

The Government Mr. Davis said, in
conclusion, had provided the boon of
equal education for all the children of
the Province: had established the Ag-
ricultural College, the Dairy Schools
and the Farmers’ Institutes for the
farmers; it was pursuing an enlighten-
ed immligration policy for the northern
districts of Ontario, and it had provid-
ed the inestimable boon of Bood laws
and a thorough administration of jus-
tice, (Applause,)

Dr. Meacham moved
ment of the debate,
Journed at 6.10 p.m,

. HIGH SCHOOL AMENDMENTS,

Hon. Mr. Ross’ bill to amen )
High Schools act makes veryd L.

the adjourn-
and the House ad-
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mitted to It by the British North Am-
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Schools to decide for themselvs
options they shall and in this way
relieve their staff from tes Cing aiv the
fclences and - languages, Another
amendment is tc - teachers :
gc2ond-clags certifie: U
ed examiners for enirance e
tions whether they reside In the
trict in which the examination is B
ing held or elsewhere. Yet anoth
amendment deals with the provisions
relating to military instruction in the
High Schools, which have been enacted
for some twenty years in such a way
a¢ to make them operative at the op-
tion of the High School Trustees, .
Mr. Reid’s bill to amend the agriecul-
ture and arts act, 1895, is for the pur-"

pose of transferring the Townsk
Portland and Loughboro’ for he |
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tavio voters’ lists act s an act to pro-.

(

s to show the amount of new stock
subscribed in each year, the amount of
itock In force at the beginning and end
 of each year, and further pariioulars
- With regaru to the condition of the
stoek lists and the receipts and dis-
- bursements of the soclety. Penalties
are imposed

j :nr.nta Or untrue entries with regard to
| ditfers from the one Dr. MoKay pre-
Ilbent::d last year by not providing for
| the appoiatment of an Inspector,

Ll

}"IIIJ”{I Works, which was presented to.
Gay, is a brief and businesslike state- |
ment of work done during the vear on
the various public institutions in tht'a'

Province, Nearl]
I'ly repalrs: some additions to the fit-

tings of the Parliament buildings, such
s the shelving of the 1ib

and the draping of the
chamber. are
construction works reported are a resi-

dence for the medical su erintendent in
the Mimico Asvlu 1

60 patients, which

at the Hamilton Asylum, and the com-

Pletion of several smaller buildin
the Brockville Asylum, .

mon  jails, prisons and re

0of the Province opens with ~
ment that “ there Frodhas

aocality, but about ey

' from the list of municipalities compos-'
- ing the agricultaral division of Adding-

cocleties stipulates

are to be furnishe
Atatements of the affairs of the com-
pany, forwarded to the
dress of every shareholder within two
months aftef the end of each yeéar, and
A4 COpy of the statemen: with proof of
the due malling of ropleg teo (he sharo-
Lolders is to be filed with the Govern-
taent in making the ant/.4l returns. :
venalty is imposed upon officers a
cmployees neglecting to perform the
duties required b
al] return to the

[oses of the agriculture and

ton to the division of Frontenac, o g

LINE FENCES LITIGATION.

Mr. Garrow's bhill respecting diaputtai g
Cconcerning boundary lines is limited in, . &
iIte application to townships only,and i8'  °
intended to provide a mea: rhereby
disputes concerning bounda.. lines
may be referred by a court in whieh
any action respecting a boundapy is
being tried to the decision of a Provine
cial land surveyor. The rel’erenm#

compuleory, the matter left to the d l-.-i ‘ £ 2

cretion of the court being the nomina-#
tion of the referee, A reference m ‘
wiso  be made on apolication to
the County Court Judge, where all the
partles consent. thereto without any
prior proceedings having been taken,
Mr. O'Keefe's bill to amend the On-

Vide that notices given under the vot-
€rs’ lists act to any person with respect
to the insertion or on.  sion of his name
from the list may be given by malil to
his address,

The object of Mr. O'Keefe's bill to
amend the assessment act Is to give In
the collector’'s ro!l further particulars
with regard to the ., ..poses for which
ltaxes are levied. The roll is to state
the total amount of taxes to be levied
and is to have separate columng head.
¢d with the name and amount of each
rate levied by the municipality, speci-
fying the aggregate proceeds of each
rate,and a notice given to the taxpayer
i 10 contain similar particulars.

iINSPECTING BUILDING SOCTETIES

Dr. McKay's bill respecting building
that shareholders

with periodical

postoffice ad-

the act, The annu.
overnment in the cage
I socleties having withdrawal stock

for making falee state-

he condition of the soclety. This bill

REPORTS PRESENTR
The report of the Commissioner o”

Yy all of these are sim.

rary annex
Legislative
noted, and among the

m, an infirmary for
has been commenced

The 28th annual report upon come-

formatories

s a continued im-

decrease ig not confined to one |

enly distributed




