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Thursday, Feb., 20.
The budget debate occupied the
Hcuse to-day, two important speeches
Pelng contributed to that annual dis-

eLssion of the tinancial standing of t'hu |
Province. Col. Matheson, the financial |

critic of the Opposition, spoke first,
, ilv‘lnz an exhaustive criticlsm of Hon.
Mr. Harcourt’'s speech from the Op-
;;xﬂl-tion standpoint, arguing that the
Lrovince is in reality running into
- ale'bt, and assalling a number of special
Pplints In the Government's policy.
; € wae followed by Mr. E. J. Davis,
* able and industrious member for
rth York, who gave an excellent
exposition of the principles upon
| wlich the filnancial administration of

. the Province has been based during
. sthe Mowat Government's tenure of
" office. His vindication of the general
- principles of the Government's admin-
sgeiration, and his defence of the
Points in its poMcy assailed by

. Matheson, were admirable and
effective. These two speeches occupled
&he entire afternoon, and there was
no night sitting, the Speaker's ﬁ_rat
officlal dinner of the session causing
&an early adjournment,

BILLS INTRODUCED,

"Alarge number of bille were intro-
meed and given a first reading, as
UOWE [ — -

Mr. Reid (Addington)—To amend the
P agriculture and arts act.

. Mr. Flatt—Respecting the County of
“Wentworth,

e Mr. Garrow—Concerning boundary
~ iines.

- Mr, Richardson—To amend the On-
LALLM Voters' list act,

V' Keefe—To consolidate the as-
At act.

German—Respecting the water-
Df the City of St. Cartharines.
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Mornington, Courty of Perth.
Mr, Crawrﬂrd—-—Re&puctinz the Hos-
pital for Sick Children,
* Mr. McKay (Oxford)—Respecting
bullding socleties.
Mr. %t'hﬂmn—ﬂewting the Symod
¢ Diocese of Ottawa In connection
the Church of England.

. Middleton — Respecting St.
Jmas’ Church, Hamilton.

Mr. Pa.rdu——Res-pectlng the Village of
% Tllbury Centre.

on. Mr. Gibson laid on the table
e following returns ~—Archaeological
report, and the reports of the Com-
missioner of Publie Works, Master of
Titles and Inspector of Common Jails,

.+ vinces,

COL, MATHESON'S SPEECH,
'.I'l;fse -Pre]iminaries over, the budget

4 S EXPENDITURE TOO HIGH ?

Occupies the Entire

» Magwood—An act respecting ralil- |
Way debentures in the Township of |

1

Pirisona and Reformatories of the Pro- |

nances, contendin tha -
budget speech showeqd thaﬁ the Lﬂﬁ?’:
try was running year after year head-
long into debt. There will be for the
current year, he maintained, g deficlt
of between $600.000 and $700,000, equivas-
lent to a defielt of $6,000,000 in the Dn.
minion., The estimated expenditure for
1896 was $3,483.865. Which would by an-
nuities and railway certificates be iIn-
creased to $3,725,722, while the estimat-
ed receipts would be but $3.121,972, there
thus being a deficlt of $093,760. More-
over, the supplementary estimates
would lkely be about $100,000. making
the total deficit $693.,750,

Col. Matheson then went on to argue
that there should be g sharp distine-
tion maintained between capital and
ordinary expenditures and receipts. The
Crown lands were the Province's capi-
tal, he gaid, and revenue arising from
that source should be spent upon capi-
tal expenditure, the erection of public
buildings, on colonization roads. eto.,
and such expenditure alone., For or-
dinary expenditure, such ag eivil gOV-
ernment, legislation, administration of
Justice, education. agriculture, ete.,
only the ordinary receipts should be
used, Col., Matheson contended, As
matters are now, he said, the revenues
arising from the Crown lands have
been largely used to ele out the or-
dinary revenue, and he submitted a

series of flgures to show that in t'he:
last seven vears the Crown lands have

paild $3,521,600 to ordinary revenue. or

at the rate of over half a million a |
year., This, too, he said, was in face |

of the fact that the revenue from
Crown lands is falling steadily and i=
likely to fall.

The Edueation Department had al-
80 increased its expendityre, notwith-
standing what he called the iniquitous
ystem of charging puplls for their ex-
aminations in Public and High Schools.
There had been receipts of $36.000 from
the Central Prison, but, said (ol.
Matheson, there was a feellng of dis¥®
trust throughout the Province at the
recent change in the Wardenship. He
recalled an incident in the Public Ac-
counts Committee of last session, when
Mr. Massie, who was then Warden, re-
fused to certify an account for £90).
Such things as that, said Mr. Mathe-
BON, make the people trust Mr. Massie,

He charged that the people who
made the statement of profits at the
Central Prison either did not know
what they were talking about, or
“cooked” the statement, as it was im-
possible to arrive at some of the fig-
uresg quoted,

SUCCESSION DUTIES.

Col. Matheson then proceeded to

¢criticize the succession duties, saying
they were altogether too great, and
much higher than the tax under the
Engliesh act., 1In this connection he re-

ferred to a question which he has up-

on the order paper, dealing with rlrl.-I

mode of calculating the death dutiges
in DBritain, contending that the On-
tario method is aporessive.

= |

Hon. Mr. Harcourt here E‘I]’ﬂ.iiﬂuk—i:

that he had that very day written ai

careful letter to Col. Matheson, point-

iILg out that the 18th section of the |

English act could not be construed as
Col. Matheson thought. The latter, he

thought, was confusing the estate and |

the succession dutles.
Col. Matheson, however, said he still

held the game opinion. He v]aimmlﬁ

the duty would drive men out of the

|
]
|
|

country who had monev to invest |
and was altogether unreasonable. Pro-

ceeding, ~ol. Matheson sald the ex- |

penditure of the Province had greatly

\
|

increased Curing recent years. One of |

the chief items was the Increase in
the cost of public buildings, caused by
the accumulation of* officers. and by
the abeence of the system of tender-
INg for supplies.© He then went ex-
haustively into tha comparative cost
of supplies as bought by the Govern-
ment and as valued privately, Many
of the expenditures he criticized, he ob-

ferved, would be justifiable if the re-

Vénue were larger and if there was
Lot a defieit. rning to the Educa-
tion Department, Col. Matheson quot-
€d a number of items from the public
accounts, but satd they were nearly
all justifiable on account of the in-
crease in schools and pupils. He con-
lended that the School of Practical
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