‘stimates  Passed After a
Number of Votes.

' & Legislative Chamber, April 9. :
Half a dozen divisions occurred to- |
day. the Government being sustained
"‘ majorities ranging from 10 to 29. In

afternoon the ever-interesting sub-
' & psus prison labor was

ot -in airing, the Conservatives
""{ ing themselves of the motion to
sanction the agreement made with
fessrs. H. A. Nelson & Sons for the
purchase of the brooms and whisks
made 'v the Central Prison, to move
that such agreement should not be made
until t°nders had been called for. After
a spirited debate the Government was
sustained by a vote of 51 to 57. In the
evening the House took up eonecurrence,
and a rapli sueeession of divisions fol-

lowed, the Patrons gencrally dividing,
and their change from one side to the
other causing the votes to vary to a
somewhat unusual extent, Over one
pfalhese votes, that to abolish the On-
School of Pedagogy, there arose
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propr item of

and fodder tﬂﬁﬂ?’:
urr;,ﬁand over this a sharp passage of
arms arose bétween Mr. Haycock and

the Provipeial Secretary. The leader
of the Patrons bore no malice, how-
ever, for within a quarter of an hour
he strongly supported the Covernment's
gtand that it shouid control the ex-
penditures on colonization roads, in-
‘stead of handing the money over to the

nunicipalit Counservatives

A number of third readings were dis-
charged when the House met, the bills
timus practically becoming law being
the Attorney-General's to make better
provision for the widows of intestates
in certain cases ; Hon. Mr. Dryden’s re-
specting veterinary surgeons ; Mr. Mid-
dleton’s to confirm by-laws 630 and 772
of Hamilton :_Dr. McKay's reszpecting’
“the @ebt of Woodstock ; Major Hiscott's
| to confirm by-law 941 of St. Catharines:

Mr. Biggar's f*t*:-qwrting the Oshawa

Railway Company and the Township of |

Fast Whithy : Mr. Wood's to separate
certaln lands from the Town of St
Mary’'s ; Mr. Blggar's respeetine the
Oshawa Rallway Company and the
Town of Oshawa y Mr. German's re-
specting Coroners ; Mr. Chapple's to
fnmeid. the lne fences act @ Mr. Ger-
man's to amend the aet resnecting he-
novolont, provident and other societies:
the Attorney-General's respecting the
ehartering of trust ecompanies : Hon.
Mg, Dryden's for the further protection
B pérsons employved in places of busi-
‘Ngss other than factories ; the Attor-
~agy-General's respecting the relations
of landlord and tenant ; the Attorney-
neral's to correct a clerical error in
taln forms in the act respecting
mortgages of real estate, and the At-
torneyv-General's to make provision for
temporary vacancies in certain offices.

PRISON V. FREE LABOR.

Then Hon., Mr. Gibson moved the
ratification of the renewal of the agreo-
ment between the Inspector of Prisons

- and Pub haritics and Messrs, 1. A.
N & Sons for the manufacture of
. ms and Isks at the Central Pris-

on for that firm.

Mr. Whitney moved in amendment
that the House was of opinion that no
agreement should be made for the sale
of prison-made goods with any individ-
nal or firm until other individuals and
firms had had ample opportuni-
ty to compete Dby public no-
?lm'. The member for Dundas

ipoke . very  Dbriefly, 'holding that |

£ needed no argument to sustain his

position that the Government should !

- not abandon so completely the nrinel-
ple of free competition, The course
which it had followed in makine the
sontract as it had was improvident, in
that the price it realized was too low.
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and it tended to injure free labor.

ibson defended the ~anrse
ment in his usuwnal quiet,
. He first of all pointed
that the prigoners should
, that there should he di-

heir emplovment and that
ghould boe Interfered with as
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: at this was nc :
~of  contract ; that in 1
with which the Government _
contract failed, and the «ontract w
then made with Messrs. H. A, Nelso
& Sons : it was renewed in 1884 an
again in 1889, The Government ha
jately had experience of the evil effec
fcllowing dealingz with contractors wil
failed, and were in.a position to appr
~iate the advantage of dealing vi
Arms financially strong. who would n
ieave it in the lureh, The terms of t)
pregent contract, he added, were simp
a readjustment of the former confra
the hasis of the agreement heine t
game. One object of the Governme
in Em]ﬂn}fment of prisnn lator was
interfere as little as possible with 1
labor, and on this count Messrs, Nels
& Sons possessed advantages In th
their trade was largely outside of 1
T'rovince, while broom-makiang h
been found to Interfere very little w-
free labor and to be fairly remmune
tive, the Goevernment deriving rromn
about H0 cents a day per prismmer.
further point was that it would he
convenient to break the agreement,
the firm in question has an interest
the patenis on the improved macsk
ery lately put in by means of whi
the Provincial Secretary remarked,
output will ha 8o Increased that the r

contract is expected to be more ra2m
erntive. though the rates are sligh
Jowei. No Government had ever b
known, Hon. Mr. Gibson said in cong
cion. to advertise for tenders in a w
ter of this kind.
C'nl. Matheson made a few remal
ls—:u}*lny.;' that the Provincial Seeret

had advanced no reason why the G

orniment should not try to get as h
‘ a4 price as pessible for the prodn-t »f
' prizon labor, ¥urther, e held that
| Government's contention that the
| AQustry paid was incorrect. The low
J fizure ot which brooms could e m:
| ke contended, was 42 cents perv dos
t w'ile the Government produced U

at 25 coents: for whisks the lowest g
1 i3 40 conts per dozen, whi‘e the cos’
i the prizsen was set down as cight
cente, 13y such onrices he held
wages of honest workingmen have b
reduced.

Mr. Awrey spoke, holding that it
' irEt that the prisoners should helg
f support themselves and not be m
- tained by the labor of honest men.,
! then contended that the broom-mask
Cindustry is the one that leasi incon®
fences free labor: while as to
| cbarge that the prices were too low,

Awrey produced evidence to show -
| n.uch lower rates are charged in
['nited States, instancing the priso
i Syracuse, N.X.
De. Nver=on argucd against the
| plovment of prisoners in comnet!
with free labor. 1t would He bett
'I keen the prisoners emaployed 1n carr,

Lells and chains or in
Zink holes in the sand |
filling them un again. (L

of “Oh! OR!”"Y He propose:l that
prisoners might be emnloved in «
the printing of the House, |

Mr. Awrey—How about the pring

To this pertinent query Dr. Ilye
roenlied that the printers wouid no
hurt, because the contracts for i
were given at o low a price that it
a wonder to the printers how the v
con!d be done at the figures.

nr. Meacham advocated thoe prin
ai the Public S¢hool books in tng )
ons . then thevy could be soll! ut
tiie ii* present prices,

NMi. (iibson (Huron) contendaed
the ceriminals should earn their k
and that to change their empioyvi
in the direetion spoken of oy tne
speakers would require so large an
" penditure and cost as to make il an
profitable change.

Me. Crawford aquestionel whet
(he ceriminals under the preseng sy<
veore earning their keep, and whet
the balanee was not on the wrong s
of the sheet, He thought that to
for tenders would result in obtain
hizher prices, and surely there W
atheyr reputable firms in the sam= !
o f business as Messre, Nelson X S0

Fon. Mr. Hardy said that the am®l
ment did not introduce the Ju-stion
prison versus free labor. 1t £Im]
condemned the Government 1o not pl
tineg up the labor to public -*mla:‘u“‘tl!_!~
T is was the guestion, and ne a8y
the House to consider the gireat iﬂ‘ti‘-;
tance of taking into account the di
cipline of the prison and the cons
gquent importance that the Jovernmeal
should know the contrantor- shoul
know the man who was to he allowe
within the prison. He denounc «1 th
idea that the convicts should nat be al
lowed to contribute to their own maib
tenance
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