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“T'revenue' was assented to‘in April, 189z -
and that under one of its clauses the
duties are not ordinarily payable until
eighteen months after the death of tha
deceased. Keeping this in mind, I may
fairly say, as has been said of a sim-
ilar statute, that our act is not even yet
in full bearing, and that I may confl«
dently predict materially larger returnd
in the near future.

In 1892 we received by way of succes-
sion duties $758:; in 1893, $45,507, and in
1894, $150,764. Under the act, I ask the
House to remember that all our receipts
from this source are allocated toa fund
which is set apart to assist in defraying
our large and growing expenditure on
asylums for the insane, schools for deaf
mutes and for the blind, as well as hog-
pitals and other charities. As an illus-
iration, we spent last year under the
head of hospitals and charities $182,692,
This is the largest sum we ever paid in
l any one year for this purpose, Tha
| largest sum previously paid in any onae
vear was $167,000, The increase in thesa
charity grants over 1893 was mainly dua
to the fact that four new hospitals wera
allded to our list in 1893. These four
new hospitals recelved in 1804 grants to
the amount of $8,114,

. We averaged for this service during
' 1).¢ last five years $§158,688 a year,
. T will not be at all surprised if our
receipts by way of succession duties in
| 1895 will fully meet all our expenditures
| for hospitals and charities, 1 am cer-
tain, sir, that during the next two or
three vears the receint from the one
' source can be set off against the ex-
penditure on the other,
l As was generally anticipated by hon,
' members on both sides of this House,
lu the act I am now discussing has been
almost universally approved of,
| It seems right and just that accumu-
' lated wealth should in this way assume

' a larger share than formerly of the pub-
'liec burdens. ‘1'o even measurably ac-

' eomplish this result has indeed long

' been the object of social and economlice
reformers in other lands.We did not fear
'that our moderate act, with its small

. exactions, would discourage accumu-
L 1ation. With its low scale of dutles, 1ts
provisions, inasmuch as all estates not
‘exceeding $10,000 in value were Colne
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pletely oxompt, in the great majority of,

sases affcet only very large estates,
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At Lhe
peat, our act
to even aim, to use a phrase ol
3ome economists, at penalizing - large
torfjunes. The economic principles un-
derlylng this lerislation were
auceh discussed in II'ngiand about a
jear ago, when the finance act of 1854
AMas  under eonsideration, This act
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'I"‘i.li"h Al ';‘_:_"h-ql <0 much aitention ot
~he timne, and olicited such
warm cliscussion, doeals of courss
with both the excise and cus-
toms dulics, as wetl as with the in- |
Lome ta and estate dutics., MThese Int-
fer dutics are so important that they
alone, rovehly speaking, represent an
annual receipt of £10.00. 000, and
this  large  receipt will, it is
expected, be increased 25. p™

cent. by the legislation of 1894, By

the Knollish act of | 91 ] death dutles

were remodelled and simplified ; I

cqualitics ware removed, imbportant ex
emptions done away with; and all this
of course led to conzider discussion
In the press and in Parliament.
The most important changes
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were thoese ; There had been
than five kinds of duties. These has
il""‘!} !F:!'!"l_'_|*li i”’*- 'l',,“.l_ r} }J“* AT l'|. .

now called “estate duties ™ reaches all
aroperty of whatever kind, incluoding
f course realty and settled personalty,
€ amount depending on the aggregate
Janourt of the pronerty passing al
:,u'ﬁ'[‘]_ ’rior to 1894 this kind of duty
‘ad been limited to personaity, and the
2Xempiion of realty, therefore, had been
much comulained of The second elaes
consists of legacy and succession duties
and itz amonnt devends unon the 1—'-::-
tent of the interest :It‘l|l'it'1.'| by each

individual, and varies according to his
l‘f"!ﬂti-frlb‘]"i}‘r to the deceased. The ::::--
PH(‘:T;::H of the principle of graduation, |
<0 whitch I may again refer, to estato
dnties is "l‘t-wtl '
Eorm, g |
| particularly wish to point ont,. Mr

w | 1
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Bpe -!.l, that in the thorough discussion |
In England of this very important fin-
ance act of 1891 it is very noticeable that |
no party or leader evor oven ltu“::tinu-l-tl
the propriety or the fairness of meeting
the incessant demands of an .

- ever-in-
rrens { ¥ ]
freasing publie outlay by making fur-
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ther and still f |
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ed to 31,685,094, or nearly
the total receipts from all sources of the
State during their last fiscal vear. The
npveragoe
this sonrece for the eight vears prior to

yeoears

of raising ¢
are equally satisfactory.

this Province
Jetters of administration
was 4,815, of which only 89, or one out
of every 63, were liable to

i iﬂ
‘ation should be propom 3
ability to bear it by thoseé
is impoged. I may here welll
words of the Chancellor of the 1
quer, who last session, in speakin
his remodelled and simplified est
Juties, said :—*“ The governing pring
ple i this: TTpon the devoelution of "pre
erty of 211 deseriptions, the State take
Its share {irst, bheforYe 'any of the su
cesgors in title or the beneficiaries. T
teason unon which this is founded
plain. The title of the State to a shar
in accumulated property of the decea
ed is an antérior title to that of the in
terest to Le taken by those who, a
£0 share in it. The Stafe has the firs
title upon the estate, and those who ta
afterwards have a subsegquent and sub
ordidate title, - Nature-gives a man ng
power over his earthly goods beyonc
the term of his 174" " "The right of ¢
dead hend to dispose of his property i
a pure creation of the law, and the State
has the rizht to preseribe the econditions
and the lhnitations under which tha!
power =hall be exercisced.” The pro
moter of the IInglish finance act of 189
expressed his bellef that, as a result o)
his remaodelling the estate duties, thers
would he an ultimate inerease ol rev,
enue from that source of from £3,000,004
to £4,06060,000, !
THE PRINCIPLE OF GRADUATION
This increase is largely due to th
ndoption of the prineiple of graduation
tention of that principle. Un
rinciple large nroperties w

or Lhie
gqer Lthis i

1ot only pay maore but
gnore in  proportion to their
*'n eortain cases: under the
~nglish act the rates, comparcd Wi

ghose rormerty existing, will be doub
The scale now obtaining in Engla
vanges fromas per cent. on an estaté
maore than £100.to.8 per.cent. on an estat
ol more tnan tl,000 000, or "Z-Z.III’IH.IE
an estate of 21 600pavs into the lKnglis
Treasury [20. while an estate exceedd
81,000,000 pays a duty of {80,000,

I miention these facts to show that e
cent discussions in the English l’;n'liﬂ.f‘
ment support and justify the prineiplg
+f our legislation, and that the recently)

revised legislation there s plainly il’g’
the direction of extenaing, and not o
Bimiti the application of this incl- ¢
ple. The svstem of graduation has al-
g 0 place in the lerislation
ot several of the colonies. In
Victoria for example, an estate
of 110,000 pavs 4 per cent., xx'h*-r--*"
as 10 per cent. is exacted In the case o/
gstates exceeding £100,000,

There re some, I confess, who fearec
Mat our statute was calculated to drive
capital out of the Province. These
fears have, I am pleased to say, in no
sense been justified, As to this point

ask that the cQuntry
in this partiec-

well
named which,

might
ghould be

silar reegard, is likely to continue to rﬁ'—:
fer for all time to come greater advan-
tages to capitalists than our own. The |}

our duties thus far hasyg
not only without difficulty i
remaonstirance or coms-
|Il‘+|,

rollection of
been made
Lut also without

plaint. it has involved no unjust

fnquisitorial prying, as some theorisis
feared it would, into the wavs and
means of our citizens. In nine cascs

put of ten, 1 may say, the collection has
been so simple and easy a matter that
Y might almost call it automatic. -

The Provinee of Quebee received last |
wear by way of succcession duties :’-!-1'5’-'i
§‘_'.'f. The State of 11r-]1|'1+;}'l‘l|,;',1|;]:1 Tf‘{‘i'i'ﬁ'-;

ac coliateral inheritance taxes fo the |
year ending November 30, 1894, 3569178,
Yor the yvear ending September 30, 18M,

she succession taxes paid into ths
tereasury of New York Sitat2 amount-

one-tenth of

receipts  of this State from

last yvear, during which the law
has been in operation, has
been $£1,165,426. New York State,
therefore, has been for nine

receiving as large a sum from
guccesgion duties as our Province re-
celves by way of subsidy from the Dom-

inion.

During 1893 in that State four |

estates alone paid duties to the amount |

of $1,096,035. and the estimated revenue
from this source for
yvear is 2,000,000, In the other
States of the Uniom in which this means
revenue exists the resulgs
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During 1884 the number of estates in
for which probates or
were issued

succession
duty. Twenty-one out of the 89 were

reported from the County of York., In
20 out of 45 counties and districts not
n ﬂingle,g)ta.'te In 1884 came within the
act. Of the $150,754 received during 189
the County of Yok contributed $48.7
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