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aments, and.
and if harq
anything ‘Mr. Balfour
o anor, He m b‘een a
'r, and he and those as-
‘With him on that mide of the
'would welcome him to the posi- .

. were sorry he was in '
ith ﬁgx hoped he would soon bemrgt
WICd. He hoped Mr. Balfour would
i;e & pleasant time In his Speaker-’
- The motion was then carried a
new Speaker, now the Hon. i[rt}dﬂgf
our, took the chair and made a brief
specch acknowladging the honor con-
ferred upon him by the House in choos-
Jng him Speaker. Those who had been
associated with him in the House for
twelve years knew that he would try
fearlessly and impartially to discharge
the duties of so honorabl’e an office. He
trusted he would have the advice ond
counsel of the leaders of both sides of
the House, and not only their advice
but their assistance, and that of all the
honorable members in maintaining the
members' rights and the dignity of Par-
liament. He thanked thg members for
their kindnesz, and hoped that during
the time in which he held the position
he would do nothing to forfeit their con-
fidence.

A fifteen-minute atjournment was
then made, at the end of which Mr. Bal-
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four on. e Imrore fook the
i ¢chzir and the gubernatorial pro-
ciss'on re-ent red, in ancient

formula Mr. Balfour announced ™ the
Tieutenant-GGovernor that he had beon
elected Speaker of the House, and pray-
ed that if he should err his Honor ‘yould
consider it as his fault and not thart of
the Aszembly, whose servant he was.
He then claimed all rights and privi-
leges, especially those of free speech
and free access to his Honor's nerson.
His Honor solemnly promised to grant
these boons, and then with the custom-
ary formalities read the speech from the
throne, as follows —

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

| Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the
L.egislative Assembly :
| In opening this, the first session of
the eighth Parlilament of the Province,
' 1 am glad to welcome you as the repre-
sentatives of the people assembled for
' the despat h of business.
While the past yeor was unfavorable
to the agricultural interests in some re-

' spe~tsy. the prices of many products, es-
: pecially grain and stock, remaining
. unusually low, It is very gralilying to
* know that increased interest has been
- taken in improved methods of farming
and in the reports and publications ol
the Department of Agriculture, Various
. agricultural associations and organiza-
' tions have been making increased de-
mands for instructors. The special
 da‘ry work in connection with the
~ Agricultural College at Hul_-llfh has been
| prosecuted with very satisfactory re-
sults, and I am pleased to learn that
. last vear proved to be the most success-
ful year in the history of the college,
From time to time public attention
has been directed to our northern dis-
| triets as suitable for settlement by an
'agrit'ulturul population. At the pre-
sent time considerable +inl1'1‘_t:':il is be-
. ing manifested in this direction, and it
is proposed to estal 'ish, with your ap-
' proval, at a moderate expense, a plon-
eer dairy farm to attract further at-
tention to these new dir-'-t_rirl:-n and _:11:4:1
to prove their adaptability 1o agricul-
tuf;ﬁrinu‘ the past year the Rainy Lake
| region has come into notice as a gold
' field. Many explorers have been at-
. tracted to it, a number of promising lo-
" reations have been lu‘hvn up and parti-
ally developed, and it is t-x]wvtlwl th.zlit
sc.veral mills for tl'uuting ore will be in
operation this year. The prospect :1f
. gold mining in this tllH!l'll‘t will no :i.-_ru it
| promote settlement of the .rit'l‘l .:Irglllv'ul-
tural lands in the Rainy RRiver \alh':»._.
A bill will be lald before you L“nnrt:‘llluﬁ
ing some Hll]ll}]t‘lni'i}l:ll‘}’ p“nh.“-?li
W tlil‘h the [-xln.ripll{‘t* Of the last ﬂ!'r}: II-L]l‘
election has indicated to be th*f«lf:{trtl
in the election laws. The I‘I‘Hlﬂlri-l ”:
of voters act of last :-;t'-r;:-ai;;1 Titt”:!"ll:‘:
spect to cities having work™®l hiil 1 ih :
torily, you will be asked to :‘.‘H!]H‘t L':"l m;
propriety of tending its operatl
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to towns : | ]
will be invited to a

n}rp{;‘ﬁl:&tt to lessen the I."lurflel‘

of fapp courts of the Province

simpjity the proceed-
rior

jurors may

Courts ;

e, ba matters of Pro-

where jurors
at give |

.rﬁrﬂ!lq.,_
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- the acts relating to agriculture, and the

- -and

. nd goms ‘other measures
. ¥ou will further be #isked to conside
JINS Tor extending the benefit of t
factory act and the children’'s protec-

tion act; for revising and consolidating

acts relating io mechanics’
and free libraries. o

The Supreme Court of Canada ha
held that the Province has no pow;'h:g
Pass a prohibitory liquor law, my Gov-
ernment is taking the necessary pro-
ceedings for an appeal to her Majesty's
Privy Council upon this question, and
the appeal is expected to be heard and

disposed of before the end of the pres-

en. year.

In accordance with the promise
to the House last session, I appo?:'n::z |

a commission to collect and report
facts bearing on the views whll:-.h h

. been expressed with respect to the mode

of remunerating and a inti -
tain Provincial officials pll':}gw mdc%;
rees and with respect to the extent of
the remuneration they should receive,
Including in regard to the said matters
respectively the practice and experience
of other countries. The commissioners
| have pursued thefr task with diligence
~and have made full inquiry into the
- matters referred to them. Thelr report
18 about completed and wiﬂ soon he
' placed in your hands for your consid-
| ération, with a view to such legislation
.‘ 85 may appear to be proper. :
The question of the maintenance

- Government House at the expense of

the Province will no doubt receive your
earnest attention jand I trust tbat the
policy witi'h may be adepted will be

-such as may prnvg_to-be generally satis-

: factory. ik, W

Since the last session the main build-
(ing of the Breockville Asylum has been
| Complsted, and patients were admitted -

| relievin
thereby the crowded condition of sumi '

before the end of the year,

of the other institutions=.

that consziderable Progress

trators to whom were submitted all
questions relating to the uns:ttled ac-
ja-:.ntlntﬂ between the Domimion and the
' Provinees of Ongario and b
between the two Prt |
' the pm'liﬂlntereste_ ¥
sincere ire to haye Irer
bet?een them settled speedily and ami-
cably. :
The public accounts for the vear just

s
ES

closed will be placed in your hands at
a very early day. You will be glad to
know that the total expenditures of the
Province were kept well within the ap-
propriations, and that the actual re-
ceipts were considerably in excess of
the estimate,

The estimaies for tke current year
will, without delay, be submitted for
your approval:. They will be found to
have been prepare
to economy and the s
publie service, Ty ¥ o

The session will I trast be”
the wigdom and -prudence of your
berations, 2¥d for messures cileula
to proinote the best interests of
Province. .

After the speech had been
and the Lieutenant-Governorl
ed some formal business was |
od. The writs and Judges' cers
‘n the cases of London, West Algoma,
Kingston, South Perth, West Welling-

) and
L:i hefore the House, and Sir Oliver
Vviowat introduced the formal bill re-
specting the oath of oflfice to Jpstlms of
the Peace, which is every session intro-
iuced on the opening day. The ccn-
sideration of the Queen’s speech was
cet for to-morrgw, :mq the appointment
of select standing committees ordered.
: notiow of Sir-Oliver Mowat the

rrhp” OnNn il . . , :
I‘[llltﬂt‘ Hf‘qu"l-[[l'”f‘!] tl]l 0 ﬂl']l‘{'k Lto-mor-

row afrerncon.

a

{ am pleased to be able to inform you |

| has been |
-made during the past year by the arbi-

1ast Northumberland were
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