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as fully 'mruant

Government there were only 053,000 votes.

Under the new scheme the eight districts
in question would® have ten representa-

tives, while the 43,000 voters of Torontc

would have but four representatives. 1In

the divigion of the city into four constitu-
encles the Government had simply striven
ke such a partition as would be of
vantage to themselves, 1t would have
en impossible to devise a scheme better
suited to do this. Neither the present
municipal divisions nor the old ward lines
had been adhered to. Mr. Clarke com-
plained also of the disproportion of popu-
lation in the constituencles. South 7To-
ronto would have 15,000 voters and east
Toronto 9000. Why this disproportion, if
not, as he had sald, to endeavor to give
the Government an advantage, and secure
at least one seat for its supporters. AMlr.
Clarke sugeested what he thought would
have been better divislons for the cily,
and conciuded by remarking that he was
confldent the four city constituencies
would return four opponeiuts of the Gov-
ernment vnless the registration bill pre-
vehted the manhood Buffrage voterg from
regisiering.

Hon, Mr. Gibgon sald Mr. Clarke's con-
cluding observiations were an answer to
the rest of his speech., Certainly hon.
gentlemen opposite ought to be gatistied
if the arrangement of the divisiong was
one that enabled them to return four Con-
servatives, So far as observations In the
press were concerned., he thought he
could safely =ay that the arrangemont ot
the diwvsions had received genczral con
sent. To show how diuficult it was to find
fault with the hll, he might mention that
while Mr. Clarke claimeda the divisions
were so arranged as to sezur* one seat
for the Government, vet The Jompire, in
discussing the measure, had sald the
Covernment was giving West Toronto a
portion of North or south To-
ronto with n view L0 gteal-
ing West Toronto. L.ooking at the
division of the constituencies generally,
he thought It would be ditficult to con-
vince an independent and reasonable on-
looker that it was not a Jair one. It wus
thought the division as at present was
better than t¢o have them all running
north and south. South Toronto, it was
true, had a larger population than the
other divisions, but it was In the nature
¢f things the only division that would not
be likely to grow, and that could not
increase it2elf by annexation of surrcund-
ing territory. It might improve in H
business senge, but, instead of its popu-
lation increasinz, It was more likely that
ité residents would move more and more
into the outskirts in the course of the
next few vears. Un the other hand, the
¢ther dlvisions were Increasing rapidly
pcpulation. AMr. Gibson concluded by re-
marking that the lIsland, which had not
teen mentioned previously, would be con-
nected with kast "'oronto.

Mr. Meredith said that the bill should
have been brought in carlier in the ses-
sion, so as to ensure 4 fuller discussion.
The Government was behavinr like a
thief, whe Is in the grasp of the con-
stable, who hands out. the stolep goods,
end then sayvs, " Bee how honest 1T am!™

WA Y

was eatitled
- #ghould be

. Legislaty as
the population of other parts of the Pro-
vinge. On the last revised assessment roll
for Toronto there were 43,000 voters re-
gistered, while In the elght electoral dis-
tricts represented by the members of the

The Government had stolen a ssat In To-
ronto, had Kept it for eight vears, and |
Were Nnow, v lear of the country, I’"I.ﬂ*i
quishing the stolen property. e held
that the Government had not b en free
from gerrvmander, and he instanced the
dispositions made of Huron, Cornwall,
Leeds, Dullerin and other counties, which,
he said, showed that the Government hiad
made unfair arrangements. lie ecited
statistics to show thuat before the elece
tion of Mr. MeNaughton. cightean Liberal
membdbers represented 21N voters each,
while six Conservatives represconied 6,431
voters each It was unfair that = L3OVY-
ernment supported by a majoritvy in the
whole country of from 3,00 to 10.000 « hould
have two-thirds of the members of the
Housge. This was a scandalous gtirte of
alfairs, and a remedy should be found.
A gentleman high in the contidence of
the Government had at one time heen in
favor of a plan of g rouping constituencies
and adopting the svstem of cumulative
voting. Whether that was a good scheme

Or not, something should be done to make
the representation in the House of the
political parties on a par with their pro-
portiom in the country. Coming to par-
ticulars, Mr. Meredith ngked why It was
that Hamilton, with 46, 000 iﬁl.'].:l'li'.'ll'lt't,
should have two members, and Ottawa,
wWith even fewaor inhabltants, should also
have two, while Toronto, with 175,00 in-
habitants, has but four members, or one
for, every 40,000, As regards Ottawa, Mr.
Meredith found fault with the absgence of
& division of the city, and the taking in
Df. Carleton County ; these showe y he
said, that the Government did so 11; or-
der to get the two members for Ottawa
and to lessen the Conservative majority |

The Attorney-General 2aid he
Intend discussing the whole subject 4t
length. Mes. Meredith himself had befl.l
brief, rea.flzfng‘ the-undenlmhllity of lh;‘;:'

But he . made gome remarks U
side, and

should

n one
on the other side. As Mr

coming milder and gentler in '

charge of his dutles here, Everrtﬁ:ldlz:ﬂn-
he used stronger language, and
sald ore offensive things, He called
the Government thieves and burglar
cin lel".I!"Hlll.;.',‘ this measure. Ve h:ur .

“was proper that aumethlng‘i

W In years he was not h@-“

| - , Bt
his mind in BUCh & state that e (the
Attorney ~Lienerald did not doubf huat (ot
Mr., Meredith - be leved all he sald in by

Hous. (11 that cuse, however, his wmin
must be In a most lamentahis State o '.'rlll
hon. sentleman must need phyele by i.!*
Mr, Mercdith was irequently :—'[;-*h;- § tlrl ".‘:'
one w ho might be called on 1o take :-uirl
in the affairs ¢f the Dominion. I
il every respect a O aservative leader
He was wremendously iadignant about lfu-l
way in which the constituencies had baon
divided. Of course the Conservatives had
phx'uys been perfectly fair in theiy n'l'i':-'-
ions.,  Why, It was well Known that 'lh--
'.‘nn-ltz-ut Of the Conservative Groverument
i in th=ir i“"u'i:-ill._ll’l of l‘lr]“:f[][u{'“i'ill:-: '-.,1,,',|:-:.
£0 absolutely appa:ling that numbers U
Lhelr own supporters forscok them in thi
elections that lollowed, and thev lost in
this way much of the advantage ‘Ihrr had
i'ﬁllifn:t"'l L0 reap. Mre. Meredith l'lrlll.]llHil'l-
eéd thut Toronto was under-repregented in
gelting the four members proposed by the
":1111. How many members did the City of
'oronto get In the Dominion 1.'}1!‘11:”:11-:&

Mr I‘l:u-l;_-- objected that it was not the
=dinc constituency in the Dominion.

The ."-.!lul'lll*_‘k'-'iu-l.’u ral said it was Price
tically and stbstantially th SAIme, and
| that this objection was mere quibbling.
Toronto was as well ireated in I;r*q:x'llin-f;.i
representation as in Dominion reoresenta-

tion. The Government did not pretend to

Wl

give Toonto representatives in proportion
10 its population. There were stron.
reusons agalinst sileh a course
troment In dealing with the represent:-
ti Ml ol | 1‘I..,-' ClLy 11.”!1 its ereat

|-:'.' L1V LSOV -

ad-
5§ B # 0w b * . i ¥ 1
lkl'|i.il 1-.." 2 :-L i' [ L |lll1l- p+l | ]I.t. ;._':' i|_'|':

ddvantages in proportion to its nopulats [

Lhan any other section of the countryv.
Such reasons wetre considered by all G =
ernments suthicient to make .'mn.. iifferoerp
In determining the representation of large
cities, and had been consider o] sufficlent in
the present case, Mr, Meredith mMp.ain-
éd because Ottawa i=s not dividec in s =
ting a: increased 1. preseniation. ULiTaWwWda
was not divided under the Dominlon ar-
rangement by which it got two members
and it was not proposed t ] 1 ;'_-..;
vinclal elections, It was extraordinary
to find the hon. gentleman usine 1-‘11-'_;‘1
strong ienguage here over things that were
done preclsely as his friends at Ottawa
did them., Hamilton and Ottawa were 'y

ting two members each because ea n 9
thh n has a larger population than any
other place returning one member. The

Dominion Government had given them two
members each when they had a smaller
population than now,

The Ontario Gox ;

ernment in 1tg forn * changes 1L Coneti-
tuencies had taken care to keep within |
county lines, a principle that evervb dv |
aApproved of If a Governunoent or i‘r:ll'f}'i
11 A I'rengin constituencies, working 111

this way, found itzelf confronted by ‘wo
arrangements, walch, party consideration
apart, were equally good, he did not sea
why the Government should not select Lthat

‘T

arrangement which anpeared to be most
M s ravor. Th Government had not
done 820 giwayvs, but he knevy of no reason

wiy it shculd not have done 80. The Gov?
ernment had not enly confined itsel” inl
Ihis way but had also ecnduocted its oper- |
ations on the prireciple of representation !
by population. He was confident that an
indifferent tribunal, knowing nothing of

\

the polities of the differcnt sections. and |

okKIing at the character of the divisions

#1d the numbers of the population, w r:-ii '

prounounce it perfectiy fair and impartial.
AS (¢ the minority system. it was
intend>d that it should be a permancent
arrangement. It was tried in the nature
of an experiment, and if it had been found
desirable to retain it for Toronto it woull
have been necessary to cxtend it to othoer
1:l:|,|'u--¢_ AS o the cumuliative
system, ho Was not Sure the
fystem might not have bheen applied in th.
present bill but for the fact that the Gov-
ernment had promised they would revert
to the old system. Butl for this and some
other minor reasons he was not sure they
would not have adopted the cumulative
system for Toronto in view of the repre-|
sentations made regarding it by the labor-
ing classes. There was much to be said
in favor both of the minority svstem of
repiesentation and the cumulative svstem
of voting. The present hill had been fav- |

orably received. The Conservatives ap- 4

peared =atisfled with it. The Government
might have got greater advantage out of |
it by cutting the city up. But they had
not done this. There were no crocked |
lines, He ventured to say in conelusion

|
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