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n others, but he thought that this was
:ll:rat contemplated for the Province. The
matter was, however, left over for final
settlement till the afternoon.

Mr. Conmee also proposed to Insert as @
section in the bill the principle of his bill,
which provided that holders of mining
companies’ stock who do not wish to pay
repeated calls may allow their stock to
lapse without incurring further liability,
the company to be permitted to auction
off the stock so s=urrendered. This also
was left over for further discusslon.

It being 1 o'clock the Speaker left the

chair.
ANFTERNOON SESSION.

After recess the bill to legalize and con-
firm the survey made by W. 8. David-
gon, Ontario Land Surveyor, of a road al-
lowance between the seventh and eighth

concessions of the Township of
Sombra was read a third time,
Cencurrence in the supplementary esti-
mates was then taken. On the items for

. the grants to the Kingston School of Min-

ing and the payment to Proton of the
claim of that municipality Mr. Meredith
said his posgition had been somewhat mis-
interprated in the morning reapers. {e
had not opposed either vore, but in regard
to the first he had objected that the west
was receiving less attention in the
matter to which the item referred than
was the east, and as to the seccnd he had
objected that the Attornev-General had
opposed the settlement of the claim in
previous yvears when it was b« ing pressed
by Conservative members, and that it was
suspicious and objetionable that he should
do so now on the eve of an election. The
Attorrney-General said his reply to Mr.
Meredith had been that he had never ad-
mitted the legality of the claim. The
claim had not now been allowed, but it
had been compromised, arnd a 320,000 claim
settled for $3,500, ‘

THE REGISTRATION BIILL.

The House then went into commitiee
tnce more on the registration bill. Mir.
Awrey in the chair. Mr. Ross read over a
list of amendments which had been prepar-
 ¢d with a view to their being incorporat-
¢l in the bill.

The principal amendment was one which
did away with the necessity of personal
attendance for registration in the case of
sickness or phyvsical disabllity, or where
the voter is necessarily absent from the
¢city by reason of his occupation as lum-
berman., mariner, fisherman, commercial
traveller railway servant, or because of
being a student. Machinery is provided
for registration in such cases. Other am-
endments provided for the Boards of Re-
gistration in cities other than those first
provided for, and for appeal from these
boards to Boards of Appeal.

Mr. Meredith said that but for the

position which had been manifested an
abominable law would have been forcc.a
uponr the country. In spite of the amel-
lorating amendments there were still 'eat-
ures of the bill which would make it his
duty to continue his opposition to the bil..
The Government nad taken no notice of
the objection takon against the wiping
cut of the names of those already regis-
tered, while not Imposing a similar condi-
tion on voters other than manhood fran-
chise veters, Some of the changes Were
£till unfair. For instance, there was hard-
£hip in the disenfrachising of commercial
travellers, railway men and others who
would be obliged to be out of the Ccity on
the days of registration., no relief being
glven on this score except to a small por-
tion of the community. The stipulations
a8 10 the notice given to the registrars by
ifriendﬂ Mr. Meredith thought shouid he
- €Xtended. He was not 0pposed to the new
System being tried. he said, but this wound
| try it only with one section of the cor -
munity and would he
weare & large number
details of the bill,

of objections to the

Hon. Mr. Ross, replying to A\ir. Mero-
dith, said the only valid objection he
urged was that the registration Syvstem
wWould cauyse im-um-wniwmn— (o HHII‘-I“* --I‘H‘“'
pla This, he thought, Was not ;1- very
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Why should
nrot the Opposition join hands with the
| Government in passing the measura, just
as they might do In passing some great

proved the proposition. Why

there be this obstruction?

reform? The class of men who would
refuse to walk a block or two to get
their names on the register was not t_he
class of men on whom the community
and public affairs should depsand,

Mr. Meredith defended himself from
the charge of obstruction, ho!ding that
the amendments which had becn insert-
{ed in this and other bills were a sufliclent
reply to that charge. As to the news-
papers, he would persevere in the course
which he belleved right, despite the at-
titude of the press.

Mr. Balfour held that the changes
which Mr. Meredith was citing could
have been got on the first day of con-
sideration, and in a very short time, if
the Opposition had approached the mat-
ter in a proper spirit. He contended that
the new measure was perfectly fair, de-
fending the principle of requiring the
manhood franchise voters to register at
& moment when every man most realizes
tke importance of higs vote. Thz bill was
simple enough for all to understand it
and to ensure easy working.

Mr. Whitney protested against the dis-
crimination involved between classes of
voters, and suggested that the Ministry
had purposely held the bill back till the
dying hours af the session in order to
““rush it through.” Besidz2s other fea-
tures, it would be physically hmpossible
for 600 or 70 voters to register each day
et each station, as would be leCessary
under the bill.

Hon. Mr. Hardy followed, holding that
the old lists were In a very imperfect con-
dition.  An {llustration of the character
of the voters’ lists was that the name of
W. R. Meredith was down three times
in the Toronto lists, as owner, as occu-
pant, and as a manhood suffrage voter.
In North Victoria “ B. . Churcn . had
appeared in the assessment roll, megning
" Bible Christian Church.,” and * . 0
Church " had been placed ir the Domin-

-

lon  voters’ list and had voted. It |
was a sign of the justice of the bill
that the objection to it came from the

hon, gentlemen opposite alone, the three
evening papers of Toronto and a portion
of the (Conservative morning press ap-
proving of it.

Mr. Meredith said Mr. Hardy in his il-
lustrations had simply shown the reason-
ableness of the contentions of the Opposi-
tion. He had no personal Knowledge ot
the way in which he was assesscd on the
list, except that he had made a declara-
tion that he was entitled 10 be assesse(
In 1893. Such cascs as this, however, could|
be dealt with by a committee,

Mr. E. F. Clarke held that the amend-
ments introduced were a Justification o1
Lthe course of the Opposition. If the ge::-
tlemen of the press had devoted as muoh
attention to the bill as had the members
of the Opposition they would have seen
its disfrunuhising tendency, and would not
have criticized the action of that side of
the House. He could S€e 10 argunment
why the printed lists could not be taken |
as a basis of the new lists, additional Re-
gistrars being employed if necessary, In
that way a pure list could be prepared.

There was some further discussion on
the point of Mr. Meredith’'s name appear-

ing three times on the ASSes9-
ment roll. When Mr. Hardy haa ?
first mentioned this Mr. E. F.|

Clarke had asked the Commissioner huv.*'
ne knew it did not refer to another Ww,

R. |
Meredith. NMr. Hardy nNow showed the.
lists on which the names were enterad|

twice on the same lot in Rosedale and one-s
“8 a resident of the TIsland. Mr. Hardy
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he beéen 30 innocent of the ways of per-
sonators as he professed to be. Mr. Hardy
=aild if a man of the eminence of Mr
AMeredith could have Such a question ;1_‘.;]{;
ed regarding him on the second op third
appearance of his name on the list, how
much better would the same defence he
made by the personator in the case of an
obscure person ? The whole thing show-
::] hn;;;;v very impure and uulru:-atlv.'urthv
'as e presen ‘Ste ' ) *
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