- Mr. Balfour oppo

“which had been prepared ut such an ex-
penditure of time and labor. Myr. Whitney
stould be satisfled with the concessions
‘made the day before; In any case, his
 amendment ld work, he thought, in-
juriously tuEE le In the east, who
were less expérienced in the matters of
drainage than those In other pairts of the
Province.

Mr. Clancy opposed the amendment,
holding that the principle of a request
from the majority was most necessary,
and should be getained. The amendment
should not be allowed to pass. Mr. Wat-
ers also considered the amendment a
' blow at the foundation of the bill, and
' the amendment was then lost on division,
Mr. Whitney declaring himself as vet un-
convinced, The bill was then read a third

time.
- EXPERIMENTAL FRUIT STATIONS.

Committee of Supply came next, and Mr.
- Balfour took the chair, after Mr. Mere-
' dith had observed that there was but cne
copy of the supplementary estimartes left
on each desk,

The items for civil government, adminis-
tration of justice, education and public
institutions maintenance were passed
without serious objection, When the items
for agriculture were reached, Mr. Clancy
demanded an explanation of the item of
$1,000 for experimental fruit stations. He
thought that Mr. Diryden’'s speech at
Whitby, in which he outlined his plan
with regard to these stations, was a spe-
cles of bribery, In that he had declared
it just before the elections, as an induce-
ment to re-election at the hands of his
constituents,

Hon. Mr. Dryden remarked that he d'd
not think that he had done any..ng ir-
regular in speaking as he had, inasmuch
a8 the item had been published in the
Supplementary estimates for some davs.
He had been frequently asked by the I'ruit
Growers' Association to start such a sta-
tion, say in the Niagara district. His ob-
Jection to that was that conditions vary
S0 in the different localities that results
obtained in one place would be valueless
for other places. What would be done
under this scheme was to establish sta-
| tions In different portions of the country,
- giving to each $100, other sums going for
' the purchase of trees and Other expenses
competent superintendents would be ap-
pointed, and reports would be made. The
counties in which the stations would Dbe
placed would be Frontenac, Simcoe, Bu-
ron, Wentworth and Essex. A general
board of control would be appointed, com-
posed of the President and horticulturist
of the Ontario Agricultural College and
three gentlemen elected by the Fruit
Growers’ Association A local board of
control would be established for each sta-
tion, and as to the composition of that
| the Government would have nothing to
|4y ; 80 that efficiency and not politcal
| Influence was what was almed art 3y
' this plan the Province would be fairly
covered. He thought the scheme a good
one,

Mr. Hiscott thought there should be a
more elaborate experimental fruit farm,
with provisions for & sclentific study of
the problems of fruit-grﬂwlng*

Mr. Meredith said he could see no ob-
Jection to the gcheme as unfolded, He
had long believed iu the plan of decent-

ralized cxperiment, and thought that
£hould be done in relation to agricultural
jwnrk in general. He then asked the Min-
Ister as to the selection of the superinten-
dents,
Hon. Mr. Dryden replied that the work
of decentralizcd experiment was being
carnried out at present by means of thl:
Experimental Union, which received g
£mall vote annually. As to the appoint-
ment of superintendénts of stations, that
would rest with the Fruit Growers’ As-
sociation. One man had been chosen that
he knew of, Mr. Pettit, for Wentworth. a
Yery competent man. :

Mr. Awrey observed that Mr. Pettit was
a Conservative.
| The item then pasged,

The_ item of $6.900 for hospitals and
charipies. comprising the revote of 3%4.000
L0 the ©xford County House of Reru'ge
the grant not having been applied for ]JH£
‘;'ear. and an allowance of 32900 for pro-
VLged treatment of cases of Spinal, hip

next taken up. Hon.
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side of tV us
many ye. .. He ne
Department ~ was omitted, which, he

thought, a mistake, as it was a perfeet
- Augean stable. He did not see how the

. cleaning could be done for the mod
sums named, but the general election
might help matters.

The House laughed at Mr. Meredith's
Joke and the item went through.

The items for public works includeqd $2.
/000 to aid in the reconstruction of a bridge
over Nation River in Russell County, Mr.
Meredith thought the principle a bad one,
and one which would lead to similar ap-
plications from other parts of the coun-
try who met with disasters of the same
kind. Mr. Evanturel defended the item
on the ground of exceptional circum-
stances, The people of the locality had
begged the Government to grant aid to
the construction of the brdge, which was
greatly needed, while the resources of
the people of the locality were very limit-
ed. The Government had refused the ald
and the people had succeeded in putting
it up themselves. Now it had been swept
away and it would be a great hardship
t¢ the locality to be refused any aid in |
this reconstruction. He mentioned also
that both parties were united in support
of the application to the Government.

Mr. Meredith still mailntained that the
principle was a bad one,
Tne Attorney-General repeated what
Mr. Evanturel had said, and urged that
under all the circumstarces the grant was
a reasonable one,

After some further discussion the com-
mittee reported progress at 1 o'clock, and
the Houge rose for recess,

AFTERNOON SESSION,

The muaicipal amegdment bill came up
for Its third reading when the Speaker
tcokK the chair at 3 o'clock. Mr. Waters
movedl to strike gut clause 14, which re-
peals clause o033a of the consolidated muunli-
cipal act, declaring that a proportion of
the cost of bridges over IW feet long must
be borne by the counties. The Municipal
Committee struck out clause 532a, and My,
Waters muoved to reinsert the clause, hold-
ing that very few deputations had ap-
peared before the committee, whi.ch had
In consequence not fairly represented the
feeling of the country.

Mr. Bishop defended the repeal of clause
olda, and cited the dissatisfaction which
the provision had caused. Dr. Barr Cp-
- pesed Mr. Waters' amendment, as did also
' Mr., Rorke. Mr, Garrow defended the
action of the committee, and Mr. Balfour
advocated the dropping of the obnoxious
clanse, After some further dis-
cussion the amendment was de-
feated by a vote «f 46 to 22. Sir
Ollver Mowat and Hon. Mr. Roas supported
Mr. Waters, and Hon. Messrs. Hardy, |
Gibson, Harcourt and Dryden and Mr.
Meredith voted with the majority, The
bill was then read a third time.

The House then went into committee of
supply again, the item of public works be- |
ing discussed. Mr, Meredith was inclined |
to think that the item of $1,000 to mect |
clalms in respect of lands alleged to be
damauged by Provincial works on Mary's
Lake was Intended as a piece of elec-
tioneering, and in this was supported by
Mr. Marter.

The item for the rebuilding of the bridge
éver Nation River being again subjected
to criticism on the part of the Opposition,
Hon. Mr. Hardy rose and said that al-|
though the Government had thought g
good case had been made out for the Vote
in question, yet they had no desire to force
:t through If any section of the House
opposed it. The Government was there-
fore willing the vote should be withdrawn,

In connection with the vote for public
works, ihe question of arterial drainage
came up and was subjectad to a general
discussicn, The Attorney-General an-
nounced that he was of opirion that this
question ought to be taken up in a syste-
matic manner. He would make it g point,
he sald, to request the successor of the
present Commissioner of Public Works to
take up this matter, and he was assured |
that in so doing he would have the sup-
port of al! his colleagues., He hoped that
the Question would be sgettled us satisfac-
;El‘iéY a4s was that of the municipal loan

und,

Mr. Meredith agreed that the question of
arterial drainage should be taken up in a
thorough and non-rartizan manner. He
declared, however, that he was not of
opinion that the municipal Ican fund had
been satisfactorily setiled. Great ha. J-
sbip had been inflicted in some cases,

Hon. Mr, Harcourt defended the man-
dgement of the municipal loan fund.
.&fter_ some further discussion the vote
of $10,000 :url public works was passed, thoe
item of 35,000 for the bridge over the Na-
tion River being withdrawn.

Cjtﬂanlzu.tin-n roads expenditures came up
Hext, and were passed after some discus-
slon. The vote of $48,950 50 fop miscella-
Neous items was then taken up,.
discussion arose over the item of $3,500 for

‘balance of accounts in connection with the

- World’'s Fair the Oppos'tion
' . thinkin a
it was too indefinite. Mr, Awrey mﬁs a.t




