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rded $65,000,000 as a very large sum. It
::: an w'em matter to got the ‘capital in-
creased if It were found necessary.

The amend nent was carvied, and other
clauses, where necessary, Were changed

rresponaingly.
mﬂun?o Mr. lﬁmer moved an amendment,
the effect of which would be to ruake the
consent of everv municipality necessary
to any expropriation of land within s
imits necessary for the cnnstructhn of
the aqueduct instead of the County Coun<
¢il giving the power, as the bill originally
provided.

Mr. Talt sald this would greatly increase
the work put upon the company before It
could commence operations, and the perlod
cf six months allowed for veginnirg the
enterprige should therefore be extended,

Mr. Meredith agreed that municipalities
should have the right advocated in the |
amendment.

Mr. Whitney said {f the bill was put
through the House it recognized the possi-
bility of the scheme going through. It
ghould not, therefore, be killed by Laving
& municipality given power to block it

Hon. Mr. Gibson said the promoters of
the bill argued that this power would en- |
gble & minor municipality to block the
whole scheme. There might be no difl-
culty, in nine cases out of ten, in getting
the consent of the municipality; the tenth
might cause grievous ditliculty.

Mr. Meredith sald that in that case the
aatter might be dealt with by special leg-
izlution.

Hon. Mr. Fraser sald he had no objee-
tion to the matter being left In the hands
of the Lleutenant-Governor in Council.

Lr. Gilmour held that the fact that the

counties through which the canal will pase
had, through their Councils, expressed a
hope that this clause would not pass,
hould have some effect upon the commit-
i,

Mr. A, F. Wood pointed out that, while
he aqueduct was a private enterprise, the
anal was a public project.

Mr. Tait held this to be a somewhat un-
f:ir dastinction,

The amendment was lost, the Attorney-
¢« _ral and Mr. Meredith supporting Mr.
') s

endment, that the company be allowed
powers for canal purposes only after ob-
taining each municinality’s consent. This
was also defeated.

Mr. E. F. Clarke moved that before any
contracts can be made with any munici-
pality the company must exhibit plans and
surveys of its proposed route.

Hon. Mr. Gibson declared that this was
a blow at the company which would seri-
ously injure it,

Mr. Meredith argued strongly against the
company being given such a roving char-
acter.

Mr. Tait thought that the city could be
left, to some extent, to look after itself.
If the city wished to contract for cheap
light and heat it would be unjust to ob-
lige the company, which was to sell those
articles, to show its surveys and course.

Some further discussion took place and
he amendment was defeated.

Hon. Mr. Frase: moved in amendment
(0 a subsequent clause to glve municipali-
{ties individually the right to declde wheth-
er or not the aqueduct or canal mav enter
its limits, and in case of refusal to leave
[the matter to the decision of the Lieuten-
ant-Governor in Council. This amend-

bill went through without further am-
ndment, and the committee reported it.

THE GAS PIPE BILL.,

l When Mr. O'Connor's bill to remove
dcubts as to the assessment of gas pipes
and the wires of companies upon the pub-
lic streets came up for a third reading
‘Mr. Balfour moved that che bill should not
become law in any municipality untii such
municipality had by by-law decided to
adopt the principle of the bill. Mr. Bal-
four pointed out that in this way a muni-
Iulpulit:r would have (he right of using its
own discretion as to taxing these com-
panies, .
| The Attorney-General said that the
amendment would be more in accord with
what he thought should be the case if it
were added that no municipality whicu
had previously made a contract with an
| electric or gas company in which exemjp-
tion from taxation was specilled should
pass a by-law taxing the company.

A somewhat tangled discussion followed
in which various amendments on this hmq;
wers suggested by the Attorney-General
Mr. Guthrie and others. At length, on th::
suggestion of Mr. Clancy, the bill was al-
lowed to stand until the afternoon, that
uie point under discussion might be eon-
silered meanwhile.

A number of bills were then read a

third time without debate. Those thus |
d_lspoaed of were the Attorney-General's
Lill respecting the Queen Victoria Nlag- |

ara Ffula Park, Hon. Mr, Harcourt’'s bill
10 mave further privision respecting vot-

ers’ lists, Mr. Godwin's bill amendin the |
High Schools act, Hon. Mr. Gilbaon': blill{; ‘
respecting benefit socleties, and four legal |

tiils of the Attumy—ﬂomml'l——mpacting

3

| kion. Mr. Fraser then moved another am- |

|
|

ment was carried by a small majority. The |

in the CoUngy of
nies llcer

oo

1 .
reviged

Lhe

statuteg authorizing cosporations
and institutions incorporated out of On-
tario to lend money and invest t.luenw:ln.I
to ¢orrect a elerical error in the schedule
te last vear's act respecting Sheriffs, and
to make further provizlon respecting mort-
gagaes cf real estate. Under the head of
second readings Mr. Bush's bill umvmllrlng.
the act providing against fraud in the

svpplying of milk to cheese and butter fac-

tories was nassed, while Mr. Field's bill
amending the births, marriages and |
deaths act, Mr. Cleland’'s bill to amend the
game laws, and Mr. Balfour's natural gas
Lill were withdrawn., Mr. Conmee’'s Sep-
arate Schools bill and Mr. Harty's bill to
cmend the act regulating trav:l on high-

ways and bridges were passed through |

committee. It was agreed in connection
with Hon. Mr, Harcourt's bill regarding
voters' lists t11u:t the bill providing for
the transfer of voters' nameg from one
clectoral district to another in certain

cases should be dropped.
f THE FEE COMMISSION.

On behalf of Mr, Ryerscn, Mr. Whitney
asked if Mr. Thomas Brooke had been
appointed as one of the members of Jhe
 Fee Commissicn, and, If so, if he had ac-

cepted the office and was now acting.

The Attorney-General saus. Mr. Brooke
ha« been appointed, and had aceepted. He
had not commenced his duties immediate-

v because of an accident, a broken leg,
but he had been acting now for some days.

FLOUR IN PUEBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

AMr. Hammell asked : Is the flour now
suppliei to the puablic institutions of - the
Province manufactured from wheat grown
in the Province of Ontlario, or is the
“strong baker's'” manufactured from Marn-
itcba wheat used and demanded In the
contract ?

Hon. Mr. Ross replied that “'strong
baker's” or “Manitoba'"” wheat was not
demanded In the specitications or tenders.
Tne flour required might be made from
ary wheat producing flcur satisfactory
in strength and color. The c¢olor and
strength of the flecur were approved by
gample submitted with cach tender, and
secepted or rejected without regard to
where the wheat might be produced,

It being 1 o'clock the Speaker lefi the
chalr.

AFTERNOON EESSION.

When the House resumed its sittings at
3 o'click the Attornev-General’s biill to
amend the local administration of jus-
tice in certain cases came up for its third
reading. This was the decentralizaTion
Lill, and Mr. Meredith moved that the
bill be referred back to committee of the
whole, with iustructicns to amend the
came s0 as to extend the provisions of
the bill to all cases where the proceed-
ings were begun and were carried on at
Ottawa or London, and the soiicitor for
the party moving resided there., There
vwas no discusszion on the amendment, and
a divisiorn waz (aken, with the result that
the amendment was defeated by a vote
of 10 to 2.

MR. O'CONNOR'S BlLL.

The third resding of Mr, O'Connor's bill
for the exemption of gas mains, cte., vas
then taken up again.

Mr. Baltour again moved hig amendmeont,
whicn was submitted in & modified form.

It was to the effect that the act should

not become cperative in gny municipality
until a by-law to that effect had been
passed, but that such by-law could not
be passed unti! after the expiry of any
agreement or contract hetween the muni-
i;ii;ﬁuht}' and any company affected by the

Mr. Whitney said he would accept any

I

|
|
|
|
|
|

reasonable compromise, but dild not regard |

this as reasonable, In the case of many
emall municipalities there may have been
no contracts, but there was a distinct un-
derstanding at the tlme engagements were
entercd Into in these municipalities that
they should not be ascrescable.

Mr. Tait =aid the amendment would
leave an injustice in the case of Toronto,
where the city had contracts with some
companies and not with others.

Mr. 1. F. Clarke sa'd this would not |
last long, as tae contracts had not long |

to run.

Mr. Guthrie would rather have had lhel

bill without the amendment, but in view
of all the circumsilances he was prepared
to accept it.

Mr. Garrow thought it a mistake to add

'_Fu{‘h a clause to the Lill,

Mr. Whitney asked what the law wonld

~be under the bill in municipalities where

a contract did not exist.
The Attorney-General sald 1t woull be

a8 the bill made it.

The amendment was then voted an '
and
carried by 34 to 32, the Government being

supported by Mr. Meredith, and

sides of the House being genernltll}lre ;Jﬂc{
up.

Mr. Garrow then said Mr. O'Connor, the
upporter of the bill, had been nbllge:d to
eave the city, and had asked him to take
charge of it. He had Suggested to him
that if the House should chan
lon on this subject, as he had 8

g> its opin-
ome idea it *

A



