 words of Mr. Hughes. 1
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wera a part of the constitution he had no
wish to disturh any compact or agree-
ment made with the minority, but he hop-
ed the time would come ston when Roman
(‘atholics woull themselves come to see
that their children were handicapped by
the present arrangement, and that they
really got the worst of it by belng prevent-
ed from assoclating with the children in
attendance at Fublic Schools.

MR. MEREDITH,

Mr. Meredith followed., TFe regretied he
was not in condition to do iustice w0 Lhe
siibject. He would first #spoak of Mr (Con
mee.  He said he seeme]d 10 have boen set

Jp for the special purpose of introducing |

a heated debate, \While he had been talk-
ing about the lovalty or Irisnmen to their
country anud so on he had been in his heart
at a Donnybrook fair, and had been desir-
ous of nothing so much as of mtroducing
heat into the debate. Mr. Meredith ob-
jected 1 very emphatic terms to the re-
ference Mr, Conmee had made to his atti-
tude in 150, and to the quotation made
from hi= speech, 'n which Mr. Conmee
had declared Mr., Meredith bhad urged boil
parties to unite cgainst Roman Catholies
a8 against '‘a common enemy.'”” I Mr.
Conmee had read what had preceded this
remark which he had aouoted he would
have secn that he was referring In thas

«peech to something that nad
bheon written by a very hizh
dignitary of the Roman Catholic

Church, which had practically advocatad
Keeping the Roman Catholle vote apart
from the two political partics and Ziving it
to whichever party would give most in re-
turn for that vote. This position, he
maintained then and maintained now,
was ondc in opposition to which all classes
of people should unite, He challenged
the member for Algoma to say the ex
pressiong he had quoted had been used in
any other sense than this. Yet th2 hon.
centlemar had dared to make the false
charge against him, that when he was
calling upan the people to unite against
a common enemy he had asked them 1o
unite pgainst the Roman Catholi~s. While
he said that, he silll asserted that he was
firm in the policy and principl«s upon
which his party went to the polls at the
last election. They were defeated then,
They were taunted continually with the
ma jorities which the Government had se-
cured. S0 long as he na&ad the power to
lead the Opproesition he did not care wheth-
er he was defeated once, twice or three
times s0 long as he was defeated in stand-
ing by the principles in which he belleved
If the House was to be guided by the ar-
gumerts ot hon., gentlemen opposite, then
it would appear that if a word were ut-
tered touching the Separate Schools one
would excite the eninity, hatred and hos-
tility of ‘he Foman (Catholic body. It
might e nccessary, in the interests of
these schools and of the Roman Catholivs
themselves, to make theéese schoold more
¢Melent than they are, and this could
only be done througzh the representatives
¢f the pecple. Yet, if these views were
accepted, they would be forbidden Trom
doing so. He wanted to Know wherein
the church or any other body had ine
right to dictaite what changes should be
made in the law. He, as a representative
of the people, althoupzh he duikl not wor-
ship at the same ailtar as the Commission-
er of PFublie Works, had pracisely the
same right ag that hon. gentleman 1o Jlis-
cuss the nuestion without being cnarged
with partizanship or hostility to the Ro-
man Cathoiic Chureh. Hon. gentlemen
opposite charged him with ralsing thesge
cries for the purpose Of !l*".l-l"ir.’.' himsell
into omice, He did not liKke speaking
about himself personally, but he thought
his recoid showed he was not one who ha |
done much Lor the sakKez of oflice, He hal
aat for twenty odd vears in the rlouse,
and during that time he had sat to the
left of the Spoeaker, He bhelieved if his
ambition had be:n what was sugoested,
simply to get into power, that ke could
have got oftice, but he would not sacrifice
his principles for the sake of getling of -
4ce. No office in the Dominion would in-
duce hirm to forswear what he pelieved to
be his duty., The Commissioner of Pub-
e Works had s=aild that the ract that
Separate School affairs were in evideuce
was an indication that a general election
was at hand., Ho supposed the i1dea was
to impute to the Opposition the inatter of
having brought them in evidenoe, AL
he would like to know who introduced
the first bill on the subject this sgessgion
and who had made th: arst inflarmmatory
speech, The House had hardly mel
before the hon. memnber for Al-
BOoma introduced his bhill, 1f
anyvbody was responsible for having in-
troduced the apple of discord info the de-
Lalte it was Mr. Conmee. He had been
oareful not to raise any question in the
1ouse relating to this matter, in view
of the way in which discussion2 upon 1l
proceeded. The subject having been intro-
duced, he had moved to make it a real

 ballot, and not a sham ballot. IHe was

within his rights In doing so surely. ll_e
was charged with Inconsistency on this

| might as well be ¢

-

@ther he
e, B @t nhe was
s, ‘rne  Amtorney-General

d with inconsigt-
ency as himself. He had voted against the
| ballot in 1800 in any form for Separate
Schools, and now was prepared o vote
for the bill, on the ground t1that a dt-sin;
had grown up for it on the part of Hun}ﬂn
Catholics, He denied that the Provinee
had ever surrendered the power to control
these schools, just as ‘they controlled othep
schools., Coming down to a practicable
question, it seemed to him it would be req
sonable, so long as bhese schools existed
that a fair and reasonable system of text
books should be uJed in the schools, and
that the religion taught 4in the schools
should be taught apant from the matte;
in the text-books. He denied there wase
any constitutional reason why the Separat,
School Trustees should not be elegted by
ballot, according to his recent resolution
There was nothing in the advoocacy of the
ballot that conflioted with the 3. N. A
act. He was going 1o vote against this
bill. He believed that instead of settling
it ¥t would reopen the question, The day
was coming when the ballot must be usel
for all schools, Wihy not settle it now by
making a law for bhoth classes of schaols,
settling the question once and for all
by declaring the ballot must be used ? lle
had said nothing and would say nothing
to hurt the feelinzgs of anybody.

He had no syimpathy with attacks upon
any religious body, Mr. Mereaith said
He believed in Roman Catholics having
all the religious rights which Protestants
' enjoy, and ne would withdraw none of
their rights. He had no sympathy wilh
attempts to ostracize toman Catholics
from office : he would give the same posi-
ticns to Roman Catholics as to Protest-
ants, but that had not been the praciice
in the country. He would not give 1to
Any man a posfition to wnich he was nol
entitled, and one of the 'troubles O th
country had been dhat in the formation
of the (Government sectionalism and sec-
tarianism have had so 1iauch influence.
It would bhe a good thing for the country

and for civilization if in the administiras)

tion of the affairs of the ocountry the hest
men were cho2en, These influences of 8 ¢t=
and sections wers making against the 1.1
mation of a united Lanxiraa iy
In conculeion. he apologizad to the House
if his language had been too strong. At

offence to any creed. |
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL. .r',"

till there,

prehended he would still be

tleman =aid he stood by his vrincinles
He (the speaker) did not Xnow

country did not.
S0 olten,

under discussion. The Atlornev-jeneral
read from a HI-H.*I"«_'H h}.’ M. Meredith 0Ol
the =ubject of the ballot and Separate
that the issue now bLetween the two sides
of the House was whether the ballot, if
introduced into Separate Schools, should
apply as in the case of PPublic Schools, or
should be compulsory. Mr., Mereditn had
then taken the view the Government wus
| now taking on this very matter., The
( Spcech In question was made on January
v, 1888, and in that speech Mr., Mere ulli:
had stated that it was not desziranle that
the House should force upon the

sSupport-
ers ol the Separate Schools a svstoem Of
voting distasteful to them. (M*. Mere-
Iuiilh--—llvul'. hear.) The Attorney-General
sald Mr. Meredith took just thoe opposite
pesition now. The Roman atholics of
Lhe rovince were not prepared to Ih.iu]_l{
the bailot in the way he now wished {o
compel them to do ; but there were SOme
indications that they were willing to mf_
cept it in the same way in which it
applied to Public Schools,

:'ll :\lt"h'—.il!
felt in 1883 as the th

Liberal membe

Lhe House folt it now, I\:IJ:.:
the House  should not force yp-
on the Homan Catholice a
| bill th.:t[_wurs distasieful to them. But he
'now desired t> compe! Roman Catholics
to adopt the ballot sysiem. Did he not

se2 how impossible it was to get »

. . domg
JiL‘uLthL:-lh-:-; 10 acquiesce in -lhl: when r;:‘n
jlell was forced upon them from g P::ui
testant standpoint 7  Mr, Meredith hag

the same time he wished to take back
{ nothing, for he felt that he had been un-
Justly attacked. 41¢ had never insulted
by resolution or by word any class of 2iti-
zens, and had never said anything to give

The Attorney-General =aid Mr. Mn;ﬁr}ith
had made a very furious speech, anid he
was sure quite nine-tenths of 1t had been*
concerning himeself, what he had done,
and what he wished to do. He saill he
could have got into office if he had wiched
to. Well, the hon., gentleman nad been
in Opposition for twenty vears, and was
He (the Attorneyv-General) did
not Know what he could have done that
ne had not done to get office, i1le had
not been particular about alwavs taking
I:hu same view of things, but still he had
heen unsuccessful, and he (Sir Oliver) ap-
unsuccessful |
at the ensuing elections. The hon. gen-

1'4-'1-'}]::‘!'[ |
those prirziples were, and he thougnt the
They had bzen changed
They had been chanzed in re- !
gard to the very matter that was now

.‘llll|* - 4

|

Schools, da2livered in 1883, first remarking |

' referred to some difficulties aboy
| elections that had occurred in twut :ﬁtﬁl

| and that, too, not i;l every year, but ip

;One yoar or two yeard at the utrost. Coul




