complained of the partizan character of

| was not in favor of the proposition which

' to have the question continually debated |
" In the House and the country, and would

evils would follow as from the
ballot. ‘The position of the ernment
with regard to that was untenable. He
vould have no hesitation in voting against
e bill, because it was false in every way,
heceuse it was the same half-way meas-
» which had been taken with regard to
+ Public Schools—a measure designed to
1 the Government down easy. Mr.
Clancy then remarked that trustees elect-
d by open voting would not be likely to
declare for the ballot, and, in reply to a |
question of Mr. Fraser's, declared that he
believed in the municipal machinery being
used with the ballot for both Public and
Separate School elecotions. He further de-
clared 'that the bill would prove a dead
letter, and concluded by again declaring
that the ballot would interfere with no

man's religion. % l

MR. WHITE OPPOSES.
Mr. White covtinued the debate. He

Mr. OConmee’s speech, and declared that he 4

he had submitted to the House. It would
not put an end to the bickerings ; it would
simply ‘transfer the quarrelling from the
House to the school sections., Mr. White
then cited the case of Windsor, where
theére is one Union School Board, one
school board election, and the ballot is
used, and Qatholics and Protestants live
together in harmony. He believed ‘that |
the Catholie pniesthood would prefer not

prefer to get rid of the charge of terror-
ism. He then declared one sub-séection in
Mr. Conmee's bill would make the ballot
compulsory after all, for it stipulated that
the ballot once adopted should be retain-
ed for three years. If for three
years why not for all ‘the time 7|
He believed that Mr. Conmee had no de-
sire to succeed in allayving relig.ous strife ; |
he had tauntal the Orangemen and the
P. P. A, and had triéd to incite religious
hostility. That was a mode of procedure
for which he had no use. It was the mode
of Judas 'Yscariot, of dryving to advance
one’'s political fortunes by means of his
religion. 1f he could not: arrive at any
oriyninence in politiecs without the 28d of
his religion he was contented to get on
without it. He then held that there was
no finality in the measure before the

House. The House should be bold enough
to pass laws that would have some stande.

ing on the statute bhook. T™s
would Cid 11 S0 log-rolling about Lhe
country. The d¢hief  sinner in this re
gpect was the Minister of Education., Un-

til ‘there was o non-political head to that
department there would be no end o
these bickerings.

Hon. Mr. Ross—Who is bickering now 7

Mr. White—The hon. gentleman 18 bick-

ering with himself. Mr. White went on Lul

desceribe the Minister of Education as
fircbrand who was appilying a torch to the
question at issue, The school system
should be taken out of the« region of poli-
tics.

Hon. Mr. Ross—The Separate School sys-
tem was passed under the administration
of the Chief Superintendent,

Mr. White—I1 think it was since the hon.
zentleman came to power. Mr. White went
on to deny that the Roman Catholics

could be wielded as a solid body, and de-

| clared that they formed their own opin-

jons for themselves. It was wrong 10
charge the clergy with controlling the
vote of the laity. Hon. Mr. Fraser was
one of the chief sinners in that respect.

Hon. ‘Mr. Fraser—Iln what respect 7

Mr. White—You sald that vou controlled
the Roman Cathulic v ~te,

Hon. Mr. Fraser—I never said that or
thought it. The hon, gentleman is indulg-
ing his imaginatic™.

Mr. White—It Is thought in the country
that vou said it

Mr. White then went into the constitu-
tional aspect of the question, and traced
the history of the educational system from
the capitulation in 1763, and held that the
Attorney-General had opposed tooth and

nail the Separate School blil of 1853, and
had done all he could to stop its progress.
He was still speaking when the hour of 1

o'clock came and the Speaker left the

chalr,
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tive of a

r. Ba.lloir-' stated that as a representa-
ding which contained 2 large

number of Roman Catholic voters he did
not think he should give a silent vote. He
was not trying to make political capital,
for if that were his motive he would best
do that by taking the opposite of the |

Wher the Speaker took the chair at 3
O'clock the routine business was hurried
through. Hon. Mr. Harcourt introduced a
bill to provide for the transfer of the
names of voters from the lists of one elec-
toral district to another, and then the de-
bate was continued.

Mr. White concluded his speech., He de~
fended the Opposition from the charg:
that they were trying to do away with the
tonstitutional rights of the Catholies, and
declared that ot was cowardly for the Gov-
vimment to depute to Mr. Conmee the task
of bringing in a bill which should hﬂvel
hﬂ_fn introduced by a Minister. He was of
upmlun that the majority of Roman Cath-
olics were not averse to the ballot, ﬂﬂ'-ll
strongly opposed the adoption of a half-
Wdy measure. The ballot should be com-
bulsory, and so avold the danger of the
Struggle being transferred to the achuull

séctions,

course he was about to take. IHe thought
that Mr. White had taken a stund which
would be

constituency. He thought that it was a
pity that Mr. Meredith had taken his pre-
sent course, and reminded the House that
his course since 1886 had been
contrary 1o his
that date. Mr. Meredith disclaimed any
attempt to rouse religious differences, but
his actions belied this, for he had time
and again assailed the mirority and was
always speaking of their encroachments.
Mr. Balfour then sketehed the manner in
which the Roman Catholics and the Pro-
testants had lived in harmony together be-
fore thes: agitailons had been started,
| and instanced the cuse of Windsor, which

in which the new spirit of intolerance had
upset the spirit of harmony which had pre-
vailed. He reminded Mr. White that he had
been compelled to run as an independent

policy, 39 unpopular had that policy been
| in his constituency. He knew now mat-
ters had #tood in Windsor, and could say
that it was not by compulsion but by per-
suasion that the unien board had been
formed. He denied thit there was a sclid
Catholic vote, saying that neither he nor

the Catholie vote solid either for them or
against them. There seemed goocd reason

the P. P. A. and the Conscivatives. The
Roman Catholies might well be excused
for looking with suspicion on their would-
be defenders. The Orange Grand Lodge
had adopted a programme which first as-
gailed the ameliorations of the Separate
School law passed by the present Govern-
ment, and then almed at the abolition of
the Separate Schools. Mr. DBalfour then
alluded to the argument that because the
Liiberals in 1862 opposed the Separate
School act they could no: be honest in
supporting it now. The Attorney-Cen-
eral’s position was that the Separate
Schools were the result of a compromise,
and were guaranteedld b,\\ Confederation;
and what remained wag to secure for them
an eflicient machinery whereby a proper
system of education could be secured. Mr.
Balfour also cited the words of I[lon.

Separate Schools. The Liberals were pre-
pared loyally to abide by the agreement
embodied in Confederation. The Conser-
vatives had for yvears had the great body
of the Catholic vote, but as time went on
they had divided up afresh on political
lines; and as soon as the leader of the Op-
position found Le had lost the suvport of
the majority of the Roman Catholics he
had taken a course to attract the votes of
the opposite side, and so a4 large majority
of the Roman Catholics had beer. driven
into the Liberal party. Mr. Balfour then
reminded Mr. Meredith of the part mems-
bers of the P. P. A. took ar his nomina-
tion, and of the alliances between the Con-
servatives and the P. PP. A. in several con-
stituenciezs over the Province. He ven-
tured to sav that not one of the members
of the Opposition would dare to get up

was in favor of Liberal treatment of the
Roman Catholics, and had no hesitation in
voting as he proposed to vote., They coulii
afford to be generous to the minority in
thig Province. He saw no reason for de-
parting from the course which the Gov-
ernment had taken in deference to the pre-
gent agitation., Nothing had been given
to the Roman Catholics to which they
were not entitled, and he was confildent
that the verdict of the people upon this
gubject would be the same as it had been
in the last two contests, ;

MR E. F. CLARKE SPEAKS. 1"
13

Mr. E. F. Clarke sald that persona
he, as a citizen, would like to see the Sep-
'arate Schools abolished, but that he was

not prepared to see them abolished against

the will of the Roman Catholic laity, If
it were not for the way in which the

Separate Schools had been embodied in the

Confederation act there would bhe fewer
diffienlties connected wirth the subject. lie

maintained that there had been agitations

among the Roman Cuatholic laity for the
ballot, and that in Toronto Intelligen:

Rcecman Catholie laymen had lifted their
voices for the ballot system. He then

touched upon the declaration of the West-
ern Grand l.odge, to which reference had
been made, and contended that it did not
contain one intolerant word. He defended

Mr. J. L. Hughes, who had uttered the
}' words in question, from the charges which

had been muade against him, and maintain-
je;l that if the system which he advoeated
were followed the Provinece would be much
'the better. When the Grand Master had
'said he believed in one national education
. for the children of the Province he had
fallen fcul of the inember for South Kssex,
~but he thought the majority of the people

contrary to that fav-|
ored by the Roman Catholic voters of his

course ' prior to

Mr. White had previcusly cited, as a cuse

with regard to Mr. Meredith's udutauunall

Mr. White nor Mr. Clancy had ever found!

to think that there was a combination of

and vpublicly condemn the P. P. A. He!

|

|

:

ieorge Brown as to his attitude to thel



