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e hon. gentleman in in-
rnlolnﬂ?on which he 414 ig

uncomplimentary to the Catholic people,

tc say the least of ft. He tells them, in
effect, * You are a miserable, cowardly
lot , it would be no use to make the bal-

-lot optional for yow. That has worked

well with Protestants. They could exer-

~cige thelr rights without a coercive meas-

ure, it is true, but just to be consistent
for once In my life 1T am going to coerce
them so that you “haps may enjoy free-
dom. It ig the only way tho thing ean be
done. You would never have the courage
to use the ballot unless 1, Willlam Ralph
Meredith, the champion and general in
command of the forces now marshalling
against ‘' the common enemy,’ stepped In
and forced it upon you." Sir, these self-
constituted champions of Catholic rights
from a hostile standpoint may depend up-
on it that their Interference will serye

‘no good purpose, Cuatholics are themselves

the best judges of their own civil rights,
and will not be slow to resent any undue
clerical or other Interference with those
rights.

But, sir, 1 deny that there is any inter-
ference with the rights of the citizen by
the Catholic hlerarchy or clergy of this
Province. A few officious persons may
Interfere in some matters, or even in poii-
tics, but their influence s small —-they sel-
dom change a single vote. Prozestant
clergymen also sometimes intertere in
some matters, and even in politics. It is
not long since that we hadl
ber of them reading us lessons rom their
standpoint on the question of equal rigzhts,
The new party, the would-be protectors
of Canadian liberty for Protestan:s ohly,
has a clergyman at its head, and the dis-
gruntied MoCarthyites, who have severgl
clergymen in their ranks, are 'rotest-
ants changed from their political allegi-
ance by such interferencn, The
tendencies of both Catholies and Pro-
testants are to resent clerical interference
in such matters. If the would-be saviours
of Tatholics would only content them-
selves with appealing to their reason, and
with setting them a good example in their
own conduct, they would, 1 am surce, have
far more chance of getting converts,

While 1 do not pretend to speak for the
Catholic people of the Province—l speak
only for myself—yet 1 belleve 1 voice their
sentiments when 1 sayv that they will not
be trifled with; that they are not yoing to
support any man who aims at
their tllsenfra.nchlsemunt, at making them
aliens in this country, or who is S0 meek
that he cannot raise his voice agalnst
such eppression. If he has not now cour-
age to resist this movement by so much
as a word of disapproval, what could be
expected of him if by any chance he did

| attain to power? The hon. gentleman has

ghown no good reason why the ballot
should be forced on the Public School «up-
porters. But the hon. gentleman wanted
L0 make political capital out of this school
(question, because theére was some noisy
agitation with regard to it in the country;
he wanted to catch the P, P, A, breeze,
but, as usual, he was beh'nd. He had been
taking a long sleep during recess, and

num-

whken the House assembled he found no-

tice of a bill had been given dealing with
the question : and, like Rip Van Winkle,
he hai wakened up and he wanted to
make up for lost time, s0 we had his reso-
lution. Well, I do rot begrudge him all
the consolation he got out ot it. His move-
ment gives color to the main argument
urged against the adoption of the ballot
fromm a Catheolic standpoint, namely, *hat
they do not want it forced upon them
by the enemies of the Separate Schole
and of everything Catholic., 1 do not say
that he is :uch an enemy, but 1 do say
that, in my numble opinion, it was to
cateh the votes of just such enemies thut
he hal introduced this resolution, that js
the underlying sentiment that has prompt-
e I'[

Sir, if T speak of rellgious gentlments, |

do SO only because from my
point of view the clreumstances
in which 1 um placed force it

upon me. As a Canadian 1 much regrot
this sort of religious agitation. Its ten-
cency is In a wrong direction, it can ounly
“erve to draw a shurper line be:ween cer-
tain classes of our people. But so long
a8 men will be found huving so little ro-
gard for thelr country's welfare as to seizo
upon every opportunity that ofters to stir
up and rekindle (he smouldering pre-
Judices of the past and to enlarge the mis-
understandings of the present merely to
gain a passing advantage, and thereby
gratify their ambition for political power,
Just 20 long will we have this sort of tur-
Iroil.

My hon. friend was lcud the other day
in his protestations against this sort of
agitation, yet he has yielded to it on evary
Occasion that bas offered. and trimmed
* 48 Waus w cwien the breegze, from what-
€Ver quarter it might come ; Irish-Catholic
electors or P, P. A conspirators, it is all
the same, if ¢nly he and his party might
attain to pelitical nower.,

i o e
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ing of these Separate Schoeols, if sSwept
away to-morrow, would not affect them
very serlously ; they have often put up
with greater difficulties and Will have the
fortitude to bear that should it ever couie.
There is one thing, however, that cannot
happen in this Province -
compelled to pay for two Sets of schouois,
nor can their property or rights be taken
from them, so that they can watch with
some indifference the fulmination or those
who woul' if they could deprive them of
their schools.

they can view the agitation now going on !
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L yoes divided In our relglou Opinions ; |
It would be o grent thin Te 11 those pro- '

| 1 Were united ; ‘l

fessing the Christlan religio;
the occupation of $ome people would |e
BOne, It 18 true ; but then how much great.
er headway could be mage 1 converting
ine world to Christianity, ang how much
anxiety would be saved tha would-be
defenders of Canadian liberty who work
under an Imported Ysankee constitution »
Well, there are two Ways this might pe
brought abcut ; one would be for all ¢
return to the mother church ; another
would be for all the Catholics, as wel] gs
all the Protestants, to join some one of the
sects. But neither of these movements
“an be brought about by force or by vio-
lerce. Religlon can only be advinee) by
persuagion, nor can it be defended except
by patience. S0 that we must continue in
the future, as In the Past, to bear with
one another. This will be best accomplish- |
ed by a strict respect for each other's |
rights and opinions. It is but a few years | !
slnes we had the agitation over the 40- |
called Ross Bible. Nothing could more |
clearly prove the necessity for Separate
Schools than the splrit displayed in some
quarters with respect to that matter. |If
there is anything upon which Christians
could be able to fEree, end which they
mught, with safely, put in the nands of | |
their children, one would think it would be
a selection of readings from the inspired
writings of the Apostles.

But, sir, although the leading Protestant
clergvmen had agreed to certaln les-
SOI'S, the moment |t was discoye
ered tuat a Catholice Elshcp had been con-
sulted—although nc changes were made
by him—it was seized upon by hon. gentle-
Ten opposite, and the ery went out that
the Bible was in danger, that it had been
excluded from the Public Schools. It was
Sought to make political capital out of the
circumstance so as to enable hon. gentle- |
‘e opposite to cross over to this side of
the Heuse, Now they have adopted some-
what different tactics, but the splirit of
the movement is the same. Catholles In
this Province, however, have one consola-
tion, and that is that they cannot be much
hurt, happen what will : the share of pub-
lic patronage they now en‘oy I8 so small
they will not miss it much ir it be with-
drawn ; those that would rob them of it
will get a very small prize.

The few measures facilitating the work-

they cannot be

I do not mean to Sav that

n this country except in the most sgepr..
Ous sense for other good and sufticient

reasons.

HOSTILITY TO CATHOLICS.
Sir, there is a movement of hostility to

Cathulics seekKing to spread 1tsell over the

I

country, having as the leader of its muin

orce a4 man whosa disappointe:l amuoition

and wounded pride seeks revenge. His

movement was born of conceait wnd bigot-

Y. nevertheless it is a movement Jlevel-

led at the rights of Catholics, all the more

dangerous b2cause of the ambition or the
nman that jeads |t.

this movement as dangerous to the future

0
ol

to his country if jt
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tuted champions of Canadian liberty (for

themselves only) and the disgruntle] Mec-
Carthyites. Mr.

clears up that matter when,

Carthy's platform, because it js g g
souna I'rotestant platform, ang when
Says:—"I obhject to Separate Schools, I ob-
Ject to dual language, and 1 uhjeu;;

all my heart to the priest in polities. "
Mr. Stewart has g priest f
He does seem g little |

tions and with his

party in politics | am as
clerical domination in politic
he can be, if that b

the priest in politics, but
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If 1 did not regard

f this country 1 would not refer to it, but
S he has been treacherous to his party, so
will only serve his
urposes. There is no longer any doubt of

common object between the sell-consti-

Stewart of Ham.”.tun'

in his {_'.'{r]-!r
or Mr. Me- |
00d,

he

Hgwood speech he declares f

Wwith
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or his leader.

totally disagree with his ubj:_-r::

much OPposed to

not that ]

‘stain from exercisi
gitimate influence gg Oother lrltf-‘lllnlﬁn;tI
tizens so iong as th -

| €Y do so ag citi

:.u;d not as the advocates of the Eupe:ﬁ:ﬁs
iy of one religion ¢ : %
Or with an agss

us character,

I quite |
Mr. Stewart does q LII.H. ix;sl:‘:;lnd that
Oof the great body of o € Views




