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A second bill

' nrunicipal aot.
Eﬂliit:aoﬂg: to wmepnd ‘the assessment act
was withdrawn, in view of the argument
advanced by Mr. Hardy.

Mr. Hardy moved the second rencl‘lng_of
his bil amend the municipal act by giv-
ing minicipalities power 1o set apart por-
tions of streets flor Putllevartls, and to
fence and protect the same. Mr., Mere-
'dith said he hoped it was n‘u_t intended
to deprive the public of any portions of the
highways. The bill was sent to the Mun-

|icipal Committee.

Mr. Tait moved the discharge of his bill
limiting work on Saturday on contracts
and other works, and in shops, factories
and ather places of business. He said that
it had been represented to him that there
| were various ways of achleving the desir-
ed end withouwt new legislation, such as,for
Linstance, by the application of the l.ord's
Day act, and In other ways, He had
therefore concluded not to press the bill.
Mr. Hartyv's bill to amend the munlcipal
a~t by enabling Boards of Prolice (‘ommis-
| sioners to appeint a Chalrman was read
a second tire. Mr. Meredith said he
thought there was no necessity for such
boards electing a Chalrman, or that such
Chairman should have any particular pow-
ors over any other member. He thought,
however, there might be with some ad-
vantage an incereased representation of the

pecple vpon the board.
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THE AQUEDUCT BILL.

The House then took up Dr. Gilmour’s
private bill to inccrporate the (yeorgiar
Isay Ship Cunal & Power Aqueduct Com-
peny. The bill cecasioned a very interest-
ing discussion. The Commissioner of Pub-
lic Works, who had apparently been walt-
ing all the afterncon until this order was
called, led the attack on the bill. He
characterized the canal portion of the
gchieme outlined in the bill as nothing but
a South Sea babble, For the purposes of
the construction of the aqueduct the bill
proposed to invest the company with en-
{ orn.ous powers, It gave an actuul monop-
oly of water power and water fall over a
large section of the Province. There was
danger, he gald, of the bill resulting in the
creation of & great corporation on this 3ide
monopclizing as much in Its way as the
Qtandard Oil Company had done on the

other side. He did not fcel well enough to
discuss the subject very much, but Le
thought it right to warn the House of
what he considered to be the dangerous

nature of the bill. The company, by the

passage of this bill, would be investad
with a monopoly of enormous privileges
over the territory affected py it. It Wi
true that the company could not enter the

ity without the conscnt of the City Coun- |
¢il, and that the compuny would not have |

the right to expropriate without the con-
Sent of the Councils respectively of York
and Skmcoe ; but it was well known how
these things were manipulated., It might
be worth while spending a large amount
of mcney to get these privileges from the
bodies named, He knew of no company
in the Dominion with such “normous puﬂ:-

€rs as it was proposed to give this vom-
pany.

Mr. E. F. Clarke sald he thought the ma-

jority of the Aldermen of Toronto, both
l2st year and thie Year, were in favor or
the b!ll S0 long as the interests of
the city were safeguuarded, [He agreed
entirely, however, that the Int *rests of the
public should be properly guarded. He
was willing to support a motion that the
bill should be amended by having ln:cn-rtw-i '
4 provision that the sanction of the House
must be secured before the City or County

=

an " ﬂ.“d

. {-.arlr- ‘l;*_ Bkt -r.lflp V8- that'
be s0, F i ‘not h d it l“‘*"
anywhere that it would bLe any-

thing of a calamity to have such an aque-
auct bullt as was suggestcd. He 11d not
know of any other
undertake the construction of this work

machinery to

than tnat of an incorporated company.
Undoubtedly, such an aqueduct woulq
give immense water power and an almost
Inexhaustible electric power., He thought
it would be a great boon to the city ;
that Is, it would be a boon f the com-
mittee had anything to say as to the
rates at which the power would be dis-
tributed. That matter had been left iIn
the hands of the city. He thought, also, it
would be an advantage to the city to have
the pure water of lLake Simcoe brought
here. He supposed that would be one of
the adjuncts of this aqueduct., He thought
there was no good reason why Toronto
should not desire tc have this work car-
ried out, 'TThe whole point of the LIl ap- |
peared to him to be the question as to
whether or not the bill was a bona fde
bill. If It was Intended to make any im-
proper use of the charter, which he did
not belleve, the committee would have |
done better to have rejected the bill. He |
had impressed this upon the 1-ummitlr+-.j
He contended that any trouble arising |
from the bill in future would not be blam- |
able upon him ag Chalrman of the Private
Bills Committee, The safeguards suggest-
ed by Lhose most Interested were all in-
serted, and no =afeguard tha: was sug-
gested was reyecled,

Mr. Fraser, speaking again for a mo-
ment, said none of the municipalities along
the linhe of the aqueduct proposed had
any safeguards other than *the vote of
the County Council. The company could
override the wisheg of a local municipali-
ty practically. He had done his «Jduty by |
pointing out the danger of the bill. The
Legislature would be responsible. When
the time came for dealing with it he
would not be here. His responsibility,
would have ceased.

It being 6 o'clock, the Speaker left the

chalr,

AFTER RECESS.

W hen the House re-assembled Hon, Mr. |

Harldy called attention to a4 misrepresent-

ation which appeared in The News, to the |

effect that he had “"snubbed Dr. Gilmour'
in the Municipal Committee, over the doc-
tor's bill regarding the return of bonuscs
which are not utilized for the purpose for
which they are voted, 'The account was
absolutely untruz, he said. Dr. Gilmour
added that he had been out of the build-
ing at the moment when he had been de-
scribed by The News as quitting the com-
mittee room in disgust at the Chairman's
action, The aqueduct bill was again toak-
en up. Mr. Meredith asked Dr. Gilmour
as to the exact course which the canal
would take, Dr., Gilmour repiied that
either the Humber or the Don must be
used, but the expense of ascertaining the
exact rouwte had nolt as vet been iucurred.
Mr, ‘Meredith then uttered a strong pro-
test against the charter being granted
with such; vague powers, Hon. Mr. Fraser
was very emphatic in his condemnation
of the bill. The provisions of the bill as
to the spending of a certain sum of money
upon the work in i certain
time were illusory and could be
evaded, while the absence of (e-

ﬁiﬂ::fh‘lls could give the powers in l]llt‘H-:
Mr. Fraser said the city's only :-‘uf;--il

lg:ﬁ;dcruﬁ IS its own hands, The COm-
& Uup every P ar Y &

|runtn. P everything around 7To-
~ Mr. Gibson said Mr. Clarke realized that
a large number of his constituents favore«l
the bill, He went on to say
that he (Mr. Gibson) had thrown
cold water on the bill In committer
but without much encouragement,. Nu:
merous deputations had appeared before
him in support of it There was no dispo-
siticn on the part of any members of the
tommittee to throw the bill out. The So-
licitor of Toronto was there. At his in-
;tan-‘.'e amendments were inserted, and
:h d himself caused the insertion of
others, and he had now two or three
E:ﬂ Which he wanted to insert. There
m-‘;l:‘n responsibility for the bill or its
kg, Ons resting on the Chairman., As
par{:da tpuwvrﬂ It gave, he was not pre-
- O B0 the length of the Commis-
.i(.IInPr of Public Works, but the bill cer-
L‘il I;:jV contained Very large powers, He
ou Not agree with the Commissioner,

E‘?!::’:r- that it was a South Sea bubble

Mr. Fraser obsery
this term l::ml';li Sérved that he had applied

- 2cheme.

Mr. (ibson said he 4iq
; . not know how
this might be. but if the aqueduect was

Y to the canal portion of the

finite points of departare and a definite
route were equally dangerous. No rail-
way would be given a charter that would

allow It to go straggling all over the coun- |
try. He was Inclined to think that the

expropriation powers were what the pro-
moters were after.

Hon, Mr. Gibson defended the bill, and
asked why the hon. gentlemen had not

gone to the Private Bills Committee and
opposed it there. If they were determined
to attack it let them do it at the third read-
ing and in a full House, and not in n
climly-attended committee, He touched
upon the nature of the scheme, and con-
tended that it was hardly fair to say that
it was necessarily an impruwfh:ahit-
scheme, and urged that it should at all
events be passed through this stage.

‘Mr. Meredith contended that the com-
pany had not complied with all the con-
ditions as to plans and maps. Hon. My
Fraser again claimed that the cumpum:
had not really bound itself to do any-
thing. Mr. Conmee befriended the bill
saying he could see nothing exlranrdlnar}:
in the powers given. My, E. ] Davis
urged that the bill be rendered g ‘e
rather than Killed. Some discussion arose
cn the point which Mr. Meredith raised
as to whether the company had {‘Gmp‘]ip;i

with the formalities den r
oo o emanded by the

House, The Chair-
man firally ruled that the tll'llff{:-
tion was npt before the ﬁnmmi;:- |
lee., The bill wasg then discussed

clause by clause. Mr. Fraser, supporteq

| which all towns g

Ly Mr. Meredith, tried to
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