street at Bloor street. Of the four divis-
fons South Toronto had at present the
largest population, but from the nature
of things this was the division that was |
least likely to increase its population,
while the other thrze divisions were bound
to increase in their population. The vot-
ing populatior of the divisions he believ-
ed to be as follows, but was not absoluce-
ly sure of the flgures :—Kast Toronto, 7,-
636 : North Toronto, 7,611 ; West Toronto,
8,722 : South Toronto, 10,666. Coming to
Hamilton, Mr. Gib“on mention2d that in
1885 he had endeavored to have an extra
member given to that city, but without
avail, though a good many nembers of
the House had supported him. It was now,
however, given an extra member. It was _
proposed to divide the city into two div-
isicng. Hughson street being the dividing
line. The division he thought a fair and
impartial one. It cut the city almost into
two equal parts. There were 65 polling
places in the constituency at present, and,
with the city divided by Hugnhson street,
West Hamilton would have 32 of these, so
that from that standpoint the division
could not be more cven. The populations
would be about even. The only other
change in the representuation of the I'ro-
vinee was in regard to Ottawa, which was
to receive another member.. But it was
proposed to add to the present limits of
the ecity three villages adjacent to the |
city. The incorporated villages of Otta- |
wa Rast, with a population of 714, and
Hintonberg, with 800 people, and the In-
corporated Village of Mechanlesville, wiih
v, population of 500, were to be included in '
the constituency, which would then return |
two mgmbers. The population would thuai |
be incr2ased from 44,154 to 46,168, Nr. Gib.
son said he was sure a study of the
changes made and the divisions in the
case of Toronto and Hamilton would be
found fair and impartial, and ‘that it could
not be charged In connection with the
bill that the Government hal taken any
vnfair advantage from 1it.

Mr. Meredith said he obsorved that in
1294 the Government had recognized the
truth of what the Opposition had pointed
out in 1885 and had recalled their minor-
Ity representation schem=, lad they lis-
tened then to what had been sald on that
side of the House, they would have avoid-
ed tkat blot on their escuicheon. “he
gcheme had been universally condemned,
ond even the Governmont's supporiers
had felt ashamed of it. This change was
a concession to the position ¢f the Oppo-
gition. The gentlemen opposite sald that
the bill was not framed with a view to the
pclitical advantage of any pariy. Well, |
there was only one party which they
would be dlapos=d to aszist. Why were
the three sections of Carleton County ad-
ded to the City of Ottawa? IHe could not
see but that such a mangling could be de-
nounced just as vigorously as the so-called
mangling of constituenci=ss by the omin-
ton Government had been denounced, and
he was afrald that it might prove that
the Reform party would prove the zainer
by the change. IHe objected, however, to |
the ‘ncreased number of represeontatives
which this bill would give.

The Attorney-General safid the minority
representation scheme had been very well
worthy of experiment. It had been tried
in England, just as here. The experiment
was one that had rot be>n of any special
nee to the Government. The Government, I
possibly, secured by it a seat it wonld not
otherwise have acquired. It was of no |
use to it, in view of the larze majority
the Government had, As to the Increase
in the numbar of members, the onlv al-
ternative to the increase was the redae-
tion of the number of rural constitn.

encies, and the Government had not con-
sidered this was a wise thinzs to do.
The bill was then read a nrst e,

' THIS MINING Bblil.

1lon. Mr, Hardy moved the sccond read-
ing of the bill relating o mines and min-
ing lands., He mentioned that duving what

nught be ealled the mining boom in 1541
the Governmoent had imposed a royaily

time every likelihood of great activity in
mining matters in Ontario. Mr Hardy
reviewed the various amendlments to the
mining law in 181 and 182, which in-
chiuded the imposition of a small rovalty.
some of the amendments had nad the ef-
feet of limiting the sales or leases. Mining
had been, also, very much depressed dur-
ing the few years since this legislation.
The hon. gentieman ran over the figures
of sales and leases of mining lands for a
nuomber of years, showing that they had
increased from 1886 to 1891, when they he-
gan to fall off. He thought a laree fall-
ing off would have occurred no inatter
what the law had been., The closing down
of siiver mines, presumably because thev
did not pay, owing to the low price of
silver, had reduced the mining output.
There had been some activity n pold
mining, especially in the Sultana and

ing operations in Ontario was ¢hat own-
ers of claims preferred to syndicate them
rather than work them. There had been
discoveries of gold on the American side
in the same formations as those in On-

on the mining output. There was at the |

Uphir Mines. A great difficnlty with min- |

tario, and marvellous stories had heen

cconsolidation of actions against

told. of them. He thou
, L veins were on t b
JLhe first clause of the b
suspend all royalties for tive.
thought the majority of-the public
proved of the royalty provision, '}

might be difficult to re-introduce it fiw

.years hence if it were abolished
o+ together  now, He proposed to reduce
price of mining lands about 50 perJ
along the whole line. These
principal prévisions of the bill,
Mr. Hardy said he feared minfy
opment In Ontario would be ¥
British capital was put into it, an
figures showing the remarkable ex
which depression exists at the pre
time in the American mining induastry.

Mr., Meredith criticized the bill, and dil

not think it would do very mucnh to help
the mining industry of Ontario. He
thought more might be done than rthe
(rovernment was doing to encourage the
development of the mining indastry., GHe
thought, also, the suspension of the roy-
alty should act also on lands suld under

the rovalty clause,
PIORSONATION.

Hon. Mr. Gibson moved the second
ing of his bill to secure the prempt pun:

e

ishment of persons guilty of personation
at elections for the Legislative Assembly.
He referred to the serious nature of the
evil, especially in large cities, where per-

sonation was carried on in fEome casess on |

almost a scientitle basis. The bill pro-
vice«d that the deputy returning oflicer
could receive an information against a per-
sonator, and could have him arrested on
the spot; could have him also held during
the drawing up of the information., The
bill provides for from three months' to
a year's imprisonment if the fine imposed

is unpaid. ‘The rest of the bill provided

the machinery for the working of the bill.
- The forms to be used for drawing up the

informations are to be supplied by the

County Crown Atitorney for the sum of
# ecach, which Mr. Gibson said he thought

was a fair allowance. The act applies on-
ly to the Cities of Toronto, Hamilton, Ot-
tawa and London., Mr. Gibson said there
wits some fteeling that the act should have

a wider application, but on the whole he

thought this would be found sufiicient for

the present.
Mr., Meredith regarded the bill with fa

vor generally, but would have it go a lit-
tle funrther. Personation existed outside
large cities, and the aot should apply gen-
erally. He would have the suspect ar-
rested immediately, instead of being held
while the information was being drawn
up As a punighment, he would have im-
prisonment without t(he coption of a fine.
At the sanie time he would have a sale-
guard that persons making a wrong use
-0f these powers should be liable to a

heavy penalty.,

Mr. Marter held thet the operation of the

bill should not be confined to a few cit- |

les.  The law should extend to every poll-
ing subdivigion of the country. There
should be imprisonment as a punishment

instead of a {ine.
The bill then passed.

THE LIBEL LAW.

Hon. Mr., Harcourt then moved the see-
ond reading of his bill to amend the Mbel
law. He thought 'that the vress of On-

against the

tario has not sinned much
rights of personal reputation. The course
followed by the Province has been of
safe middle character, golng neither to the
one extreme nor the other, and he thought
that the present bill would be found to
be equally moderate, The bill referred
to ithie cost of litigation and the question
of appeals, and was intended to keep down
litigation, and to prevent spiteful, black-
mailing actions. Power was given to the
lll‘ll'll‘lliiilll‘-t to put in cenrtain evidence in
mitigation; a time was set in which the
plaintiff must commence his action. A
several
newspapers for the same statement was
provided for. It was provided that the
contributor of ithe statempent complained
of could be made a joint defendant, and
appeals against orders for security of costs
were forbidden.

Mr. ‘Meredith concurred in the bill on the
whole. Mr. Stratton supported the bill,
and Mr. O'Connor spoke opposing the bill,
saying that if newspapers wished to avoid
libel suits they should avoid publishing
libels, and that the majority of country

papers conitain numenrous libellous person- f

al paragraphs. Mr., Balfour warmly de-
fended the character of the newspapers
of untario, remarking that the speech of
Mr. O'Connor was itself libellous. He
hoped the bill would pass. Ne. AP
Wood spoke, and then a division was tak-
en, whiach resulted in the bil being car-
rled by & vote of 45 to 21. The division
was not on party lines.

Several other minor Government mens-
ures were also advanced a stage during

the afternoon, the Hous> ad ournin
6.2 p.m. : b 5
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