young men and ‘women attend the High
Scheols for the purpose of amul-:ﬂ“\ﬁ
gnperior education for its own sa T ; o
though High Schools were priuur‘l:. -

tablished for the purpose of pre par “-ﬁ
pupils for the learned pmfgashTi suc :
is the appreciation of the:r_ Luurﬂpl 1:
;un]}‘ now that thousands flock to tun
.fur the mental training which they uli
ford. The sSons of working men, of fur:m-
and of the mercaintile classes, u.‘hn
no other object than to fit themselyes
ardinary duties of their callings.
have found the High Huhuu‘l L-uurftqi in
exceeldingly profitable one. hlmle L{?.l.. fn:_
fewer than 16,601 1eft the High Schoo ‘u |
mercantile life and 12.504 for agriculture. :
hl'ml--r our system ot training teachers

ers.
have
for the

the High Schools have within the last ten
heen obliged to assume the non-
nal course for the teachers of the
province, which was flll'lllt‘l‘l}" }lun*r in l_h".
Public and Normal Schools. The :*-zupvrmil
attainments of High School masters uu_ull‘;
fyv them particularly wll If-r ‘lhu- “:u

of instruction in the non-professional sub-
jects, and it 1s hard to overrate lhg ad-
vantagzes which young men and women
enjoy In belng brought into rnmpa-:'.itiun
with each other at a lt-.'ul_lnj.: High hi*tn_::l!
to receive instruction from Universiuy
graduates, many of themn
their departments. Wede Wwe (o
take as a Provines

years
llr‘_*t‘ eS8k

a system of training equally «fficient by
means of Normal Schools the cost to the
country woukl be creatly increased and
without any substantial advaniage by way
of compensation ; but from the organic
ccnnecticn which we have nNOw cstab-
Hshed between all parts ol our «c-hoo!
system we are able to use at no addition-
al cc=t tc the I'rovinee our High schools
for wourk which in the United States, in

using the High Schools and acad-
Provinece lor the NOMN=]1'0-
teachers.

the estimates

i= NOW
2 emies of the
fessional training of hed

It will be observed ftrom

that we have made no increase for the
last three vyears in the grant to High
Schools, I hope the House will see Its

way before many years 1o supplement
the increased liberality of the taxpayer
by an additional grant. In 186/, when we

pald but a tritle cver ¥»HO,U0 for Hizh
School purpeses, the grant amounted to
$9 43 per pupil enrolied; last year, although
the sum of S0 was pald for High
School purposes, it amounted to but § 35
hu-r pupil, or less than one-halt the amount
per pupil paid 25 years ago. In the same
period of time the expenditure for teachors'
saplaries has Increased from $84,820 to $457L,-
029 and the tolad expenditure for all High
Schocl purposes from FIZ24L151 to 366,114,
The liberalite of the Legislature, having
regard to the number of puplls enrolied,
is not nearly as great as it was 2 years
ago., If our High Schools are to continue
to be accessible to all classes of the peo-
ple, they should not be barred by excessive
fees. The Farmers'
ago adopted a resolution to the effect that
“any interference with our High School
system which would remove it beyond the
reach of the poor and make higher educa-
tion the exclusgive property of the rich was
not in the publie interest.”

DEPARTMENTAL EXAMINATIONS.

The House will ghsgerve that I am askiag
for the sum of $16,000 for departmental
examinations. This is a slight increase on
last year, but will be recouped
[fees of candidates, The Education Depart-
‘ment considers it but reasonable, if the
country prevides what is almcst free edu-
cation for the pupils attending Iub-
lic and High Schools, that those who want
a4 test applied to their attainments by
which they can enter on an educationai
career fur the purpose of their own main-
tenance should themselves bear the cosl
of this test. Formetlly a great part of the
sum now pawd by the candidates was paid
hy County Councils, and, as somebhody
must bear the expense of the examination,
it is thought that those specially interest-
ed are not the persons entitled to relief,
it might be interesting to the House to
kinow that the system of conducting ex-
aminations by a joint board of the depart-
ment ard of the (University has worked
well, By means of thigs board we are able
to obtain examiners of the very highest
stanaing, and, as o consequence, the value
ol the certificate which they recommend 1
greatly enhanced.,  For admission to the
cvaminations of the Mediecal Council it iz
t!l-- cnly standard now accepted. Vor
University purposes it is also accepted pro
tanto, and, masmuch as candidates can
prepare in the same class either for ma-
triculation into the University, law, med-
cine or a teacher's certificate, the classifi-
fcation of the High Schools 15, as a matier
of course, very much simplified. The gen-
“Tous acceptance of this standard by the
! difercnt Universities of the Province has
s eontributed very largely to the success of
- the seneme.

Anothwer feature of this scheme which

specialists in
under-
the task of providing

England and Germany is done ln the
Normal Schools at the expense of the |
Qtate. The 'Provence off (Nova Scotia
has recently followed our example, anl

Institute a few woeoks |

{

by the |

should not pass unnoticed is that it makes

|

teachers to a gren
of .their own nrnfemiqu.
in law, in medicine and in arts.

t extent the guardians
Thia is the case
In 188) the

departmental examinations were L;nnﬂunt*
od by men engaged in other callings, H;:me
of them young and Im-xperlpnnni_. f}ll+El‘H
too much absorbed in their own Dtl*tjft?ﬁhlnﬂ-
al work to svmpathize fully with h
professions, The vear before 1 +-nn-*r+_d
upon my duties the examination papers of
candidates for teachers’ certificates were
read by law students, medical students,
lawvers in active practice, clergymen and
nrht"-rﬂ with little or no profescional ex-
perience, Last year and for several y'r-su:s
back these papers waere read only by grad-
uates of our ["niversitlies actaally engaged
in teaching.

TRCHNICAL EDUCATION.

The growth of Mechanics’ Institutes and
Arce libraries in the last ten  years is
worthy of notice, the increase being from
92 in 1883 to 2656 In 1R, The number of
volumes lssued in IS8E was 951,920, and in
1802 1,415,867, an Increase of nearly wh) per
cont. 1 am asking for an additional grant
this vear for Mechanics’ Institutes main-
1y lh:::,t their advantages might be extemd-
i:il to the residents of small towns and out-
lving villages, and I do so with the great-
er pleasure because | observe that the
tendency towards the perusal of a higher
class of literature is in the ascendant. Hor
instance, in 1886 €60 per cent. of the vaol-
umes circulating by means of our Me-
chanies' Institutes and free libraries was
fletico : last year (1830) only 43 per cent.
of the volumes issued was fietion, I at-
tribute this change very largely to the im-

other

proved taste for substantial reading whiehy

we have been able to cultivate through
the literature course in our High S hools
and Collegiates Institutes, The demand
for the best literature of the language, |
oither in history, in poetry, In bilogra

or in the magazines, 's constantly -

tniz. and I know of no bett® way by which }

a4 voung man can contine Mhis education !

al

after he leaves the Public School, or even
the Hizgh School, than by becoming a sub-
<criber

to 4 Mechanies' Institute or a l'i'w-l

Hbrary. 1

SCHOOL, OF PRACTICAL SCIENCE.

The School of Practical Science has
grown out of the School of Technology es.
tablished in 1871, Up till 188 the work of
the school was limited to the study of
civi, and mechanical engineering with

L

=

<uch instruction in practical and analvil-
cal chemistry 48 Was necessary,
to the strong demands for more aueqgquate
provision for mechanies, engineers, archi-
tects and miners, the accommodation i
‘he School of Science was greatly increas.

ed &nd such equipment provided as would
facilitate the practical study of a com-
p!t-tr coursc in practical scitence and tech-
nology.

In company with [U'rof. Galbraith 2
visited, in 1886, some of the largest schools
in the United States, such as the School
ol Sclence in connection with L.ehioh
University, Cornell University, Coiumina
University, the School of Te« nnology ol
Loston and other schools., The basis ot
the Southh Kensington School in beondon
was also considered and the faculties in
the School of Science were, as a ConlSes
quence, greatly onlarged. The new build-
irgs projectea in 1SS were comploted in
1¥0 and rormally opened in- 1841, The to-
| tal cost ot the buildinggnd equipment, in-
cluding tho «ld building now used lor
chenustry and mineralog V. WaS 3220, 00,

11 is most satisfactory to know that the
provisions made for technical education
will now compare favorably with the bes*
ingstitutions on the continent. Nowhere in
Canada, at all events, ualess it be at aMe-
Gill University, !s there such ampie vrovi
sion lor the caucation of engineers, archi-
tects and mechanies, and in no schod! in
the United States, unless it be the Boston
school of Technology, is there a sckool su-
perior to that now cstablished 1n Toronto
The course of stuly includes mechunical,
electrical and mining vngineering, with
Iall courses in architecture, analytical and
applied chemistry. Dy the appoinument ot
'rol, Coieman the Department of Miner-
alogy, Metallurgy and Assayving has been
sreatly strengthoned, and although not as
yel as camplete as 1 would desire, never-
theless the work done must ultimately
prove ol the gireatest value in the de','lu;;-

nent  of the mineral resources of the
country,
That this addition to the educationnl

lacilities of the country has beei aAppre-
clated is cevident trom the inereased atten -
dance of students, In 1352 the nomber ol
students 1n attendance was eighteen, in
183 the attendance was 143, a very ;;l‘uil-
[ying increcse in such a short period.
Twenty-£ix counties of the P'rovinee, two
fli:-'-lrirl:-: and two Provinees of the L omin-
on are represented in the school and con-
tribute among them %9 students . Tour are

from the United States, and the remainder
from the City of l'oronto.

Apart from the advantages which must
acerue to the country from the training
of skilled workmen in the departments ol
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