drifted into the republic from all parts of

the world was owing to the efforts made
in the Publie Schools of the United States

to impress the school children with the ad-
vantages of republican institutions. Her
great men formed the subject of anecdote
and sketch in every text-books ; her strug-
gle for independence, the courage of her
generals, the eloquence of her statesmen.l
her literature, her natural resources, in
fact, everything she was and everything
she expected to be, were made the subject
of study and of declamation, and evvryl
child on leaving school was made to feel
that the American republic, If not repre-
senting the whole world, represented at
least the most important part of it.

In the same way the study of the his-
tory of the fatherland is made an in‘lpﬂr‘l-—i
ant part In the curriculum of all the
schools of Germany, from the Volkschuler.
to the Gymnasien. In her  dark davs
when humbled and erushed by the Ii;'HE]
Napoleon, Frederick William arnounced to
his  disconsolate subjects “‘the Slale
must make good through intellectuai pow-

- €r what it has lost in physical strength.”
' and straightway began the organization
of a schecol system of which loyvalty to the |
German Empire may be said to be one of |
its corner-stones. From its earliest his-
tory down to its triumphs before Sedan
every event calculated to stimulate at-
tachment to his native land or to increase
his admiration of the national character
0t the great leaders of public opinion is
daily presented to the pupll for the pur-
pose of strengthening his interest in the
country toc which bhe belongs.

In England, strange to say, the subject
of British historv occupies a secondary
place in the school curriculum. It 18 at
present an optional subject, and the oniv
Incentive to teacher or pupil to take Iﬁt
up is the mercenary one that by so doine
the school wili receive ¢ larger grant. l)n;
of 5,006,275 pupils enrolled in the schools of
Englard and Wales in 1892, only 50,070 -
pils were presentod for examination n
all the specifiec subjects, English history
being one ¢f these subjecte, It is hut Pru-
per to say, however, that a series of read-
ers in LEritish history ‘s reauired to be
used in every s=thool from the second
standard upward, so that much of tne
knowledge obtained in this eountry by the
use of a text-bouk in Pritish history is ob-
tained in England by the use of readers
specially prepared and wkhich are suppre- |
mentary o the ordinary school reader,

A few monthz ago when the Kducation
Department relieved candidates for en-
trance to the High Schoo! from an ex-
amination in British history in orier that
greater attention could be given to the
study of Cenadian history., an outery was
raised by the Opposition press unb:l the
historic charge of dislovalty was hurled
against the Government. It may be that
in its zZeal to promote a Canadian senti-
ment the Education Department went too
far in the first instance to make Canadian
history coempulgory. It may be (hat the
practice of other nations, such as the
United States and Germany, who had to
deal with mixed communities, as we have
in Canada, was at fault. It imav be that
to embody in the regulations of the de-
partment a course of study which pre-
SUupposes greater attachment to our own
country than is rcquired by the Depart- |
ment of Educgtion of England and Wales,
was too great a stride for this generat.on
to take. But whatever mayv have been he
motives which governed the department,
certain it 12 that at no previous period in
the history of Canada has there been o
much attention paid to the history of our |
cwn country, Its relations to the Dritish
FEmpire and the pcgition it is destined to
cccupy, if it i true to itself, in the future
of this continent,

The object of relleving the pupils from
the examination in British history was to
glve the teacher greater freedom in deal-
‘ng with the subject and the pupils great-
er zest In its study. It is posgible so to
load our pupils with examinations as to
make school life irksome and repulsive,
- and it there is one department more than
another where the method of the examin-
¢r s caleulated to destroy interest In a

;ﬂubjeu-t it i1s in 1!  study of history. Ex-
aminations iIn history cunnot be (ramed
S0 as o develop in the children either the
triec spirit of the historian or to disgclose
to their minds the aspirations which cul-
mitate in the great events whicl it re-
coras, The child may get that for hitaself
Ly reading and meditation ; he ougnt to
get i trom the teacher , he cannot zet it
from the examiner.

| hope, therefore, it will not be many
- Years till we can gay to the teachers of
Ontario, '""'We have confidence in your
Work without an examination,' and to the
fchool children of Ontario, ‘"Read the his-
tory of Great Britain for the purposc of
absorbing the spirit of her institutions,
the temper of her statesmen and the cour-
rge and frecdom-loving disposition ol her
people and repeat it in the cxperience ot |
Canada, ¢ rifled and sublimated by the
geniug of Cur own institutions, and you
will have what is best in humanity and
what is-best in government as well.”
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PHYSIOLOGY AND TEMPERANCE,

I ‘cannot digmiss this part of iny subject
"without a word or two as to the extent to
" which physiology and temperance are re-

ceiving the attention of our Public School.
It was in 188 that authority was given the

Idnecation Department to provide |

tion in this subject. Since that auth

was given a text-bock was prescribed,
" and although for several years the subjeet
.was optional, it was believed that public’
z9];1.‘[1114:1:1 would justify its being made com-

pulsory, and this was done accordingly
by the regulations of last Augzust,

Out of 201,649 who were required under
the rezulations to study this subject, 171,-
H94 were reported as receiving the requi-
site instruction. In addition to the study
c¢f the subject in the Publie School, provi-
sion was made for the instruction of
teachers at Normal and Model Schools,
and every teacher since 18357 who has re-
ceived =a certificate from the lkducation
| Department has been required to pass an
exandnation as to his knowledge of the
. principles of physiology and temnerance.
[s it too much to expect that this action
of the department will greatly aid the
enforcement of any legiglation that may
e required further to restrain the liguor
traffic 7

COURSE OF STUDY. ,

The course of study for the Pubiic
Sahools has been very much simplified
within the last ten years., ‘TThe opinion at
cne time evidently prevailed that almaost
every subject within the range of human
knowledge should be taken up in the Pub-
lic School. In 1871 our school curriculum
consisted of fifteen subjerts, all of wihich
were ‘obligatory, requiring the use of 24
text-books at a cost of $10 §3. "The course
new consists of nine compulsory subjects
and three optional, requiring the purchasz2
of only nin¢ text-books at i cost of $1 06,
1The mdgment of the best edueators 18
strongly in favor of a lirnited course of
study for elementary =chools, and by a
limited course of study 1 mean a course
embracing i few subjeots well taught. It
does not follow that becauss geology or
astronomy is not iIncluded in the curri-
culum that an advanced Publi: Sohood
pupii should kncew nothinz of these sci-
IE!l.l‘t':-?, but what s neant is that a knowl-
edge of thesesclences sucn as a child may
be capable of obtaining ahiould be inciden-
tal to the ordinary course of the s000l1,
and not made the subject of special study
by means cf a text book. ;

Within the range of our Publie School
curriculum there is ample material with
which to develop all the facultlies whieh
"are supposed tc be most active within the
age limit of Public School life, Imagina-
tion, and memory, and the reasoning pow- |
ers aral observation can all be quickened
and stfmulated to the utmost of any
child’'s capacity as our curriculum now
stands. If the true purpose ot education
be to develop power and concentration uf'
thought, then as a necessary corollary the
dissipation of energy leads to PVUARNESS,

totter have a pupil an expert in the four
simple rales of arithmetic than give l“ u[
amattering of all

TIEACHERS AND THEIR TRAINING,

The teachirg staff of the Province of)|
Ontario now numbers 8,450, the number of
fomales employed being 6,710, and the num-
ber of males 2,770. In the last ten years
female teachers have increased by about
2 000, and male teachers have increased by

.

about M 'he effect which the employ-
nent many female teachers may
have on the formation of national charac-

ter an. th: developmenrt of those influ-
ences which give vigor and strength to
nutional life is too large a question for
present consideration. Having regard to
the influences on the child of the personal-
ity of the teacher one would naturally
ausume that the mora vigorous and force-
ful methods of the male teacher would
more trorcughly arouse the latent ener-
wleg of the child and train him better for
a life of self-reliance and cself-assertion,
but the time I8 teo short during which the
swayv of the female teacher has been ex-
crciced to form a judgment on this point.
[t is apparent, however, to the most su-
rerficial observer of the changing phases |
of school life, that in recent years the
arbitrary discipline which asserrad itself
by physical force has given way to the
Eumane and sympathetic discipline of af-
foction and self-respect; that the school- |
room, <o frequently the scene of angry de-
punciation and cruel torture to be avolded,
shunnel and deserted whenever it was
possible, I8 now resorted to with pleasure-
able anticipations and is enjoyed for its|
Lappy associations as much as for the
benefits which it produces, The great gulf
which once separated the teacher from his |
pupils has been bridged over, and the feel-!
ingg of dread and suppressed terror with
which the child ever approached the |
teacher have been replacel by feelings of {
confidence and affection. 'This change, in}
itselfl a most importanc one, has been |
brought about largely by the influence of
the female teacher,

|  'The tendency towards the employment of




