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X

. Legislative Chamber, April 3.
The House put in a good deal of hard
work to-day, the net result of xt;hh*h is the
advancement of a number of Government
measures and the passage of a batch of
the estimates. The most important Gov-
ernrment bill advanced was that for the
settlement of industrial disputes, which
was read a second time, aftar a very able
speech from the Attorney-General Iin ex-

position of the main features, and a
douche of cold water from Mr, Meredith
and Mr. A. F. Wood, who were inclined

to think it would not do any good, hut did

not venture to oppose it. The Attorney-
General dwelt at some length upon the
fact that the award of the arbitrators is
te be optional, and not compulsory, with

~ the disputing parties, experienc? in other

countries having shown this to be the
wiser course. A good portion of the atter-
roon and the whole of the evening were

given up to the estimates, the feature of
the proceedings being a couple of elabor-
ate and comprehensive statements on be-
nalf of their respective departments by
the Minister of Fducation and the Minis-
ter of Agriculture. "T'he redistribution hill,
which it was thought would possibly have
been brought down to-dey, was not ready,
but will likely be brought down in a few
days.
MINOR GOVERNMENT BILLS.

The Iouse then went into committee
on some minor Government bills, the 1ol-
lowing being put through committee -
'he bill respecting allowances to the Su-
preme Court Judges, bill respecting cer-
tain . duties of Coroners, and the bill to
make further provision respecting the sol-
emnization of marriages. All three were
in charge of the Atterney-General. 'The
last-named bill was amended in such a
way as to require the written consent ol
the parents or guardians of a person con-

acting to marry when that person is
under eighteen. As first drawn the bill
placed the age at twentyv-one. The Dbill
respecting duties of Coroners had a sec-
tion added providing that in cases where
a Coroner is in any way interested in or
connected with the parties who sezk ex-
culpation from any blame in connection
with the death of the person on whom the
inquest is being held he may not preside
at such inquest.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES.

'| The Attorney-General moved the second
reading of his bill respecting councils of
conciliation and arbitration for settling
industrial disputes. Evervbody, he said,
desired the friendly gettlement of disputes
between employers and workmen. Work-
men resorted to strikes as their only re-
source when not justly treated. In the
scame way empluvers sometimes resorted

1

tled. One important step with a view to
having such troubles amicably settled was
to induce the two parties in
some way or other to come to-
gether on equal terms. Some-
times this could be done, but sometimes
H‘I:lu: two parties started each with an ul-
timatum which prevented their having any
friendly conferences, The bill now sub-
mitted was formed on that passed in New
Scuth Wales, after very full inquiry into
the legislation of different countries. It
did not contain any thing of importance
that was new. The same actjnad become
law elsewhere and produced discussion
elsewhere. It was the most complete law
of the kind that had been passed, and
therefore he had thought it would be well
to embody it in the statutes of Ontario It
had been already adopted in British Col-
umbia. In that Province there had been
a proposal to change the bill in one im-
portant respect, but the Government re-
sponsible for it had concluded that it
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to lockouts as a retaliatory meas-
ure, AS Qa congequence the pub-
lic gsometimes suffered greatly. At-
tempts had bheen made from |

|

At first thought it wouls
- € bill would therefore fail u}
S purpose, and in British Columbia it
had been attempted to
that the conclusions of the Board of Ar-
bitration should be enforcible, just as the

conclusions of any other Board of Arbitra-

Seem that th

muaking

1 the change in question. In
wngland  there were at present three

acts of lfarllumﬂnl having the same en
h“-,httlll:tt{irlttn:l;nl:illli:;u HUHIE.EKH‘HT_ i!fl E'Ill'“'

: 2 L0 2lons were enfarcible.
u_mi they were all practically dead letters.
simply because of this very provision to
¢nforce the decisions arrived at, Neither
employers nor emploved appeara] to be
willing to bind themselves to accept decl-
sions that might be against them. In On-
ario also there was an act which the late
Mr. Crooks had carefully prepared, but
had prepuarcd before knowing what was
the experience in other countries, That
law provided for a tribunal chosen equally
| by the two parties to the dispute. 1t
| only bound those who had ovreviocusly
' agreed to be bound, but in those cases the
- decision was  enforcible. He was not
| pware this act had ever been made use OL.
| Certainly it had been very seldom used,
| On Inquiry why this was so he was told,
' no doubt correctly, because it arreed with
1 the experience of other that it
' was because of this provision for enforce-
" ment. The only law of the Kind in the
United States was that in the State of
Masgcachusetts, where it had done much

countries,

good, It did not provide tor enforcement.
The acceptance of the conclusions was:

purely voluntary. It was found, however,

as a matter of fact, that both employers

refused o
was to be taken

and employved very seldom
obey such an award. It

! for granted that the awards would be ‘air

and reasonabie, giving to neither party
all they wanted, yet being such as both
parties might accept. Another thing, pub-
lic opinion would be very hostile to a dis-
regard of the awards in these cases,
the force of public opinion in such mat-
ters 2 very great., Sir Oliver Mowat then

briefly explained the provisions of the bill.
I“ach of the two panties to a dispute, with

certain limitations, would choose two ar-
bitratores and these would name their
Chairman from among themselves, It

would be the duty of these to endeavor to
bring the parties to the dispute to an
agrecment or comnromise,
do thi=s.then
the general C‘ouncil of Arbitration., which
the bill proposed tc create,
might apply to have this done, but it

J fnlght be done with one party dissenting.
T'he Council of Arbitration, however, hav-

| irg come to a conclusion, it was still left

to the honor, good faith and senso of ex-
pediency of the parties to the dispute to
decide whether or not they would accept
this conclusion, Kxperience showed, as
he had pointed out, that in most cases
it would be accepted, and thesefore some
such scheme is considered of great value
In settling these disputes. He had [ramed
the bill at the suggestion of the Jommis-
gloner of Public Works. who would have
done so himseclf had he bee nin the pos-
session of good health. 1t had the ap-
probation, he believed, of the Workmen
generally, and he was not aware that tae
employers had objected to it. There had
been a liberal distribution ol copies of the

was in regard to men working on rail-
ways. This class of workmen considered
themselves to be somewhat peculiap;
placed, and that they should have arpite
tors in their disputes other than thosk
I who dealt with disputes of other ] -
of workmen. In New South
bill provided not only fore
tration for railwayv employees, but for
.|:-=i.::'\*t-l‘;l.l other classes of
proposed to have the bill altered
have two councils, one for
| rallways and one for
workmen. As to the
brvu.fuund useful for the Government

appoint them, though they ‘..l.'l*]'r‘ '{ ey
named by the different p:u‘ih y
pute. As to the Chairman of the (o -
of Arbitration, if the two arbitr S
lected by the employvers and emploved. ae
cording tc the machinery ]Il‘tj‘y'illl,;_.,'l ' il
not succeed in selecting one the . .l M-
appointment : Fhadcdcl.

was left to the 1. .
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