Charges Against Dr. Bryce Men-
tioned in the House.

MR. HARCOURT'S STATEMENT,
Legislative Chambear, March W,

The House did a large amount of busi-
ness to-day in the way of advancing vub-
lic and private bills, many of which were
read a second time, and many others put
through committee. The Municipal Com-
mittee is now provided with work for sev-

eral days. The only breeze of the day |

was that arising on a motion for refurns
by Dr. Ryerson in regard to the charges
preferred by Mvr. Dorltan against . ¥ H.
BT}.L't', Secretary of the Provincial B yed 1]
of Health, vir. Harcourt showed that the
charges bad been ventilated years ago in
the Public Accounts Committiee, and prov-
ed to have nothing in them. Mr. [ lem-
ing’'s recent investigations had contirmed
this. He was, however, perfectly willing
to have the matter ventilated, and wit-
nesses examined, by the Public Acceunts
Commitiee right away.

At the opening of the sitting secveral
third readings were obtained, Mr. Bal-
four's bill to amend the pharmacy act,
Mr. Harty's bill confirming an agreement
between Gananogue and the Thousand Is-
lands Raillway, Mr. Biggar's bill to con-
firm some assessments of Trenton, Mr.
Paton's bill respecting the debt ol the
Township of Tiny, and Mr. Harty's bill
to coufirm a by-law of Kingstou receiv-
ing their finishing touches,

Dr. Willougiiby moved for an order of
the House for a return showing all mon-
e¢ys colleoted under the Scott act during
the y=ars 1886, 1887 and 1888 in the Coun-
iy of Ontario. Also, a detailed statement
of whe amounts paid for the enforcement
of the act, and to whom paid, and for
what purpose,

The motion was carried without discus-
Blon.

The House then went into Committee on
Private Bills, and advanced several meas-
ures through that stage.

A number of private bills were then
read a second time. The measures thus
advanced were Mr., E. I, Clarke’s bill to
enable the executors of the late John
Smith to mortgage certain lands in the
City of Toronito: Dr. Gllmour's bill for the
consolidation ¢f the debenture debt of the
Town of Toronto Junction, and for other
purposes ; Mr. Paton’'s bill to consolidate
certain debts of the Town of Barrie: Mr.
psronson's bill respecting the City of Ot-
tawa, and Mr. Stratton's bill respecting
the Town of Peterboro'.

CHARGIS AGAINST DR, BRYCE.

Dr. Ryerson moved for an order of the
House tor a return of copies of all pap-
ers, letters, statements and documents in
connection with the charges of . A. Dor-
ian against Dr. P. H. Bryce, Secreiary
of the Provincial Board of Health, with |
a4 copy of the evidence adduced, and the
finding of the commissioners.

Dr. Rverson, in moving for this, Was
careful, he sald, not absoiutely to commit |
himselfl to a support of Mr. Dorian’'s
charges, his position being that they were
serious enough to demand investigation,
though he recognized that they were but
charges emanating from one man, and as
such not as. vet in a position to be
brought before a committee of the House. |
e did net wish to say much upon the |
charges, but to speak upon the conduct of
the department in its granting of aa in-
vestigation. Dr. Ryerson then traced the
correspondence batween Mr, Dorian and
the Treasurer, from July 19, 1883, to late
in October, 1893 and alluded to the similar
charges made against Dr. Bryce in 1ssb
and 158s, He then mentioned the com-
mission which has been appointed to deal
with the matter. That commission con-
. he said, of Mr. Fleming, Inspec-
tor of Legal Offices, and Dr. Rae. Now,
Mr. Fleming was a public official, and as |
=EUuch 111-]|t-t]-i|*nl Lupon the (Government, It
was not to be expected that he would be
an entirely independent and non-partizan
member of the commission, As for Dr.
Rae., a letter from Dr. Bryce to that gen
tleman. which Dr. Rverson quoted, show-
ed. in his opinion, that Dr. Rae and Dr.
Bryce were intimate friends, an l.all
been interested together in some previous
affairs: so that Dr. Rae, also, was hard-

sisted

lyv Hkely to be an independent or impartial 1 »

judge. The long time which' had been al-
lowed to elapse, and the character of the
commission which had been finaily ap-
pointed, showed, Dr. Ryerson thought,
that the Treasurer had not done his duty

in the maltter. Mr. Dorian’s failure to
j-:i'ft‘ avidence, he !"-'-iliii, was due 10 his
serious illness, and to his reluctance 1O
appear before such a commission. 1The

matter should be investigated before the
Public Accounts Committee or by a com-
mittee of the House,

Hon. Mr. Harcourt said this matter was,
as Dr Ryerson stated, quite an old one.
It had been very thoroughly :one into in
the Public Accounts Committee as far
back as 1886, and the evidence then taken,
fully reported in the sessional volumes tor
the vear, showed that the charge very
«oon came, 1 the minds of the commit-
tee, to be regarded s trivial, and tne 1n-
guiry became merely a discussion as to
the best means of purcnhasing a pure vac-
cine. The inquiry generally showed there
was nothing in the charges then nrefer-
red. Dr. Rverson had said that this mat-
ter should have been investicated during
the present session in the Public Accounts
Committee. He (the Treasurer) wanted to
aav that he was perfectly willing to have
lh;- matter fully gone into thera, and it
Dr. Ryerson wished would have Dr. Bryce
¢r any other witnesg at the committee on
Tuesday morning, and every subsequent
morning until everybody was satislied.
Mr. Fleming's report oentirely exonerated |
Dr. Brvee from the charges now again
preferred against him. which were sub-
stantially the same as those previously
investigated in committee. As to the
perscnnel of the commission, to which Dr.
Ryerson had so strongly objected that
hon., gentleman would find, if he looked
among the correspondence, of which he
had road a part to the House, that
in one of those vers letters AMr.
Dorian had himself suggested Mr. ["lem-
ing as the commissioner to inquire into
the charges. From his position, of course,
\Mr. Fleming took a leading part in the
Investigation, and, in view of Mr. ori-
an’'s suggestiong, it did not now lie in his
mouth to take exception to that gentle-
man's appointment on the commisswon. He
hoped Dr. Ryerson would mnot himself
charge that the commission was of & par-
tizan character. He Kknew Mr, Mervedith
would not sav that a gentleman in the |




