j*‘ ] .

.
&

A
&

] __- : i dil ; ..*i.p_f-‘r; _'-1- :Il. -I. l‘ -
2 | _ -'t' - | " -
the tam ‘of 31 o for

e a, etc., though

L

¥ last year. Mr. Mar-
1 to evidence brought out Ia
accounts, and claimed it showed
v of the sesslonal clerhs were
satent and unnecessary. He thought
b Aguarters were nothing but a
for the halt, the main and the
" He sald it was time to call a hait.
%expenditure in ithis direction was €h-
ously ereater during the last twelve
re than Jduring the twelve years pre-
Yeding.

’Hﬂl: Mr. Harcourt replied that Mr.
ter's language would lead one 1o sup-
Doge that it was the Senate to which he
was referring. He explained that the ex-
cess of 1893 was due to the hurry conse
wpon the removal to the new build-
and would not be likely (o ocvcur
raln. He ran over the names of a nuin-
ber of sesslonol writers working gn ithe
buildings, many of whom have been tor
several vears connected with lmportant
committess and departments, and men of
the most undoubted efliciency. He Lhea
‘ﬁnw*'uumc illustrations of the enormous
work which has to be performed by the
writers In eonnection with the orders of the
Houge for returns from the different lo-
callt These involved a vast amount
dv{#;‘e-ﬂp{md-:m‘v, collation and tabula-
tion. Those who had followed the eovi-
dence in the public accounts of Mr. Spence
and Mr. Robert#on, who had charge of the
clerks, would knows there was nothing
Istated there to sustain  Mr. Marter's
rge of incompetency. Quite the re-
Iverse. They had shown that there was
work for all the writers, and that they
were competent for their work. 11 there
. “‘I‘F a few who were not exactly good
penmen, there was plenty of other work
for them to do, as had been very clearly
ghown In committee.

Mr. Meredith deprecated the large ex-
penditure on sessional writers. These men
were appointed merely as friends of the
Government. He knew for a fact that
some of them did absolutely no work at
all. He thought the argument that the
removal of the new bulldings had caused
an increase in the number of sessional
‘'writers must surely have been made with-
out reflection.

Hon. Mr. Hardy explained that 1890 was
in many respects an abnormal session.
The number of rdturns was very large,
and entalled an enormoas amount of la-
4bor. The work connected with the moving
up, with the tilling of the vaults and other
similar dwiies, was very great. Part of
‘done by the writers. 'There has
great decrease this year, having
n the sesslon with 30 writers,and hav-
ing gcne up only to 47. As for Mr. Murter's
remarks about the lame, the halt and
the blind, he could not see why u citizen
who had been unfortunate, but who still
was able to discharge the duties required
of im, should not be emploved as well
as a more able-bodied man. The remark
Simply illustrated the unworthy treatment
to which every employvee of the Province
had to submit.

After some further remarks,
Harcourt said that in Ottawa there
are 202 sessional writers,. He emphasgized
the uncertainty of the work, and the im-
possibility of laying it out regularly : if
the work were
ployees would suffice,

AFTER RECESS.

After recess the debate on the vote for
lh'u: sessional writers was continued, Dr.
Willoughby spoke, referring to the gifts,
sometimes of money, which Mr. Alex. Rob-
ertson, foreman of the sesslonal writers,
Lad admitted having received. Hon. Mr.
Havrcourt in reply assured the House that
the fact had been absolutely unknown to
him until elicited in the Public Accounts
Committee, and admitted that it would
diminish his usefulness if it were allowed
to continue, As for the remarks as to the
excessive number of writers, there were
l"]"'-*ﬂ when lh_t- full namber was neededl.

sr. Marter followed, urging that an ex- |
ampie should be made of these oflicials
caught in wrong-doing. The whole sys-
tem of sersional writers was bad.
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Hon. Mr.

more constant fewer em- |

Hon., Mr. Hardy remarked that there is
4 li-luli-lll*}' among l*lllpluyi't':i t‘k‘i'l'}'“‘hﬂl't'l
*:tu subscribe for presents to thelr super-
1018, a tendency which he could not under-
stand, and which in this case was certain-
VW owrong. It would not, he thoug! -
raur agaln. e

Mr. Whita spoke, complaining of the
excessive number of the writers, 1In
the course of his remarks he mentioned

a =jh especial severity the name of Mr. S.

n, whose name he saw down in the |
public accounts as a “clerk,” and whose
salary was $750. Who was this apparently
 useless gentleman ?

Amid general laughter H
: on. Mr. Har
rose and explained to the mvmhern ;g'

Efrlhfli.‘.sﬂex that he was assailing the sal-
H:HI:- hu:v;- private seeretary which the
vl a yorar or two before voteld to

er' H'E'I'Edlth. h i a
* Mscussion. o TRty 00 o0t continue

. . L= -
L g e - : 1 ]
. 3 Sl f : " - o
¥ - § Vil g .

|

was deferred,
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 to golug on t
nd, in deferencs
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this without prepsaration, -
cration of the item

1o his wishes, consid

The vote for administration of justice
was then taken up, and on the ltem ol §.7,-
5 50 for the Supreme Court of Judicature,
Mr., Meredith uwrged that there could be
much amalgamation effected in Osgoode
Haull, with a corresponding saving In sal
arles. Many of the offices attached to th
different courts could be thrown togethe
as vacancies fell in, He especially allud
@ to the office recently vacated by the
death of Mr. Baldwin., Surely the dutles
connected with this office could be dis
charged by some of the other officlalg i
the Hall.

Sir Oliver Mowat sald that this was the
lirst time he had heard this suggestion
He could see no amalgamation necesgary. |
Theres was plenty of work for oll they
courts, which might just as well be calle
Hrst, second, and so on, courts, as wel
a8 Queen's Bench, Chancery or Commo
Pleag, The old names had really been re-
teined through affection, but all the courts
were fully occupied,

Mr. Meredith thought that as vacancies
occurred reductions and rearrangements
could b effected and much expense saved.
Mr. Whitney spoke along the same lines,

Mr., Mercdith criticizeda the item of 32, -
612 for Surrogatce Judges and local Mastrs. .
He elatmed the basis of commutation was
unfair, and the amounts réceived row were
mu-h tou large. The Government should
cut them down.

The Attorneyv-General sald the commuta-
tion had beern effected on the basis of the
fees for a number of years prior o the
commutation, which was thought to be a
fair basis., 1t had not been expected that
the [ces would frcrease. He did not think
there was any grievance, The present sys-
tem under commutation was better than
rayment by fees to Judicial officors. |

Mr. Whitney agked the Attorney-Generalp
if ne thought a committee should notl bej

Cappointed to Investigate the «question,
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cesslve charge for foar days’ evidence,

The Attorney-General said he did not see |
why a conunission should not be appointed,

The votes for miscellaneous criminal and{
civil justice, for Divigsion Counls Inspec-
tion and rfer miscellaneous justice came up
next., Under this head Mr, Meredith called
attention to the emdaluments of the short-!
hand reporters of the courts, which he g
thcught oo high. Suitors were, he said,
often put to excessive expense to get coples
of the evidence,

The Attorney-Gereral said that the sug-
gestions recently made to the Judges by
memboers of the profession contained no
mention of this matter, and he could not
scee how it could be remedied, a8 the cause
lay in the great length of verbatim report-
Ing. It was a question whether public
centiment was not ripe for the expense
for this being met cul ol the excheqaer,
instead of as at present. Mr, (arrow muoi-
tloned a case ol what he considered an ex-

Mr., White called attention to the large
propor tions borne by the Provinee towards
the maintenance of the Pollce Magistrate
and tha administration of justice on the
Nilagara River as comparcd with (he
amount pald for the administration of
justice on the Detroit River. The AL-
torney-General repllied that the circum-
stances on the Niagara River are excep-
ticnal, the whole line of the river having
to be covered,

REGISTRAR COYNI.

At this pcint (about 10 o'clock) Hon, AMr.
Hardy read a telegram whichh he had sent
that afternoon to Registrar Coyne,, im- |
maediately upon hearing the charge of Mr.,
McC'oll that that official did not attend to
his dutles, but simply slipped down to the
oflice for a few minutes each dav. He re-
grettea Mr, McoCeoll was not now in his
place. The telegram he had sent read us
follows (—

J. H. Coyne, Esq., St. Thomas :

McColl states that yvou only step down to
the office once a day for a little while
abcut neon, and that the deputy and his |
a: sistant do nearly all the nork. How is |
this, and how many hours a dav waro }-“uf

in the office 7 Answer hy letter. A, <
Herdy.

Mr., Coyne insteaa of replying by letter
telegraphed as follows — I

Hon. A. 8, Herdy : Am at office cvepy
fecrenoon and afternoon, with hardly an |/
exception, frequently there until 5 or ¢
o'clock., T spend four to five hours every ||
day in the otlice ; was there six hours to. ||
day. Whole work always done under my
personal supervision. Am familiar with
every detail, The dt'l"“t}'“unﬂi‘llllilintgd
with the work when first employed—hgs
been instructed in every detail by me, and
aets under my personal direction every
day. All important correspondence ig |
coenducted, and every Important abstract
verilled, by me personally, I, of course,
do not copy instruments; that would e
Impossible; but the copying, as well as
the deputy’'s work, is supervised by me,
Mr. MeColl must have been strangely mis.

———

v ull;:neg ; the work was never more thor-
y done, or more satisfac E _
: “tq!‘ » &8 far
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