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This afterncon was largely wasted by Jf
discussion O apparently groundless |
charges, preferred by Mr. MceColl, agalinst

the License Commissioners of lklgin., ‘The)
strong |

Provinelal Treasurer took vary

" % == |
ground in his reply, and completely ex-|
onerated the commissioners, wialle AMr.

¥MceColl was shown to have been, to Sd) |

the least of it, very careless in the state-

which he had made in sustaining

charge.
ELGIN LICENSE COMMISSIONERS. '[

Mr. McColl moved for an order of the |
Fiouse for a return giving a copy of thw‘&
ceport of Mr. Stewart, Provincial License |
lnspecior, as 10 the charge that certain|
License Commissioners in the County u:‘|

igin were owners of licensed premises |
and that lcenses were refused certain |

parties on political zrounds.

Mr. MceColl, at considerable length, re-
cited the evidence or circumstances that
appeared to support the charges in (] Lles-
tion, which he considersd never to have |
besen Jdisproved. The Treasurer last vear
hiad promised to take action in reganrd to|
any irregularity of liconse inspectors |
brougixt to his attention. Here was al
case of the kKind. Why had not Mr. Har-|
court taken action as promised?

Hon., Mr. Harcourt, replying, said he|
had Kept his word in respect to the pledge
to which Mr, McColl had referr:d., During
the past twelve months not a single irre-
gularity had been brought to his attention. |
AS w this particular case, he must take
exception to Mr. McUoll's statemonts, Mr.
McColl had had no reason to make such
<contemptuous allusions as he had to Mr.
O Donoghue, one of the Elgin License
Commissioners, who was a reputable man,
and the holder of a position of importance
and trust Iin the M., . Rallway. "AR for
the gravamw=n of the charge, that J. ..
Nunn's license was refused from political
motives, Mr. Harcourt stat~d that he
would first read two letters from undoubt-
e Conservatives of st. Thomas. The first
wis from Mr. Jacob Wilcox, owner of the
Pouse In guestion, and therefore a4 man
who would be interested in having a good
tenant in his house, e, in Lthis letter, ex-)
pressed himsell as cxveadingly well satis-
fied with the change in the licensee: Mr,
Nunn had proved himself incapable of]
runping a good hotel; had kept the house
dirty and out of order, aad had p-:rmittrdl
a great deal of drunkenness, especially on
election day; the house had run down,|
and Mr Nunn had run behind in his pay-
ments to all his creditors His successor,
the proprietor of the hotel went on, has)
improved its standing, and the l.h:rlnﬁfl-'
Commissioners deserved credit if they had)

Y - . -
effected the change. 'he second letter
was from Mr. B. F. Housinger, a well-
known Conservative meychant of SL

Thomas, and was sweeping in its n.-hau.'uu-
terizations, It stated that the I.‘(}IIIII‘H-.‘-'-E-‘-I{JII-
ers were perfectly justified in refusing the
license, for Nunn was an all-round gren:
eral dead-heat scoundrel, who had “*done

of 8200, and had tried to take advantage of

I

Ty

Furthermore, Hon., Mr. Harcourt wenl
Mr. Nunn was not refused a license.
re than that, even the license had ac-
llv been glven (o him, and by h:n}
n.ﬂ':ﬁ-rred. He had asserted that -hi;-.
wcns for giving up his licensa “91:01
he had had two good offers, that his|
was anxious to get out of the Put*;l,
hig buriness as an auctioneer was E
ay of his attending to the hmel‘: "_‘"
was about to go Into the farm-
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Cbames of witnesses who could be
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pl‘?)il business. These latter Fé&Sons "

would incapacitate Mr. Nunn from gon-
tinuing In the business. Mr. Harcourt
sald he could state clearly, after having
made careful inquiry, that the three Flgzin
commissioners were men of excellent repu-
tutioa, who were disposed to be fair and
Just to all parties. He was not going to
Justify any wrong act of any official of the
(Government. These officials must justify
themselves by their actions. But it savor.
ed just a little of cowardica, he thought,
for any hon. gentleman to speak of _Mr.
Stewart, the ILilcense Inspector, in the
terms which Mr. McColl had used regarding
him. Mr. Stewart had been shown to pos-
Sess the highest respect and confidence uf-‘

s

'.:

many oOf the best residents of the city
where he was best kKnown, Ottawa. Mr.f
MeColl said he had volunteered to aid Mr. |

sStewart in securing an investigation: but
here was Mr, Stewart's report, which he
Wars prepared to lay on the table, stating
positively that he had called personally
on Mr, McColl to ask his aid in an inves-
ligation and had been refused it Mrpr, |
McColl had even dedlined giving him
.l'il“l-"iL‘
He could not reconcile these two state-
ments. Mr. McColl also claimed that Mpr.
Nurn had come out of the transaction a
luser, that he had lost his fortune., The!l
truth was that Mr. Nunn had been a hope-
less bankrupt a vear before he left th9|
gwotel, l.ast yvear Mr. Mce(Coll sald the loss
of Mr. Nunn's license had driven him out |
of the country. That, again, was wrong. |
Mr, Nunn had simply gone to Girey Coun- |
1y¥. As to the charge that Mr. f'l'llulmghuuil
was the owner of licensed premises, he,
had admitted last year what the facts uri

the case then were. Mr. O'Donoghue had
been the owner of premises to which g
shop license was granted some. yvears be-

fore he had been a commissioner: but be-
Tore his name had been placed on the list

ol commissionens this property had been;
transferred for a nominal sum to the
name of his wife. \Mr O'Donoghue had

been notified that this must be discontinu-s
ed, and he (the Treasurer) still maintain-
ed 1his position. He was not sure whether
or not the same condition of things pre-
vailed now, but if so it was quite certain
that It would have 10 be discontinued. 11
suich were the Lhe t'n_-lnl’l‘.iﬁﬂiulh*l':
would be promptly requested o send in!
his resignation. The rule he (the 'I‘I‘EHHUI'-I
er) had laid down last vear, and which
Mr. MceColl had challenged him to put Into

UCH =L

operation, would therefore be followed in
this case. In cloging he reiterated his,
statement that no case of irregularity on
the part of officials und e his Contirol
would be allowed by him to pass un-
notieed.,

Mr. 8. White said it had béen provaed
that Mr. O'Donoghue had been the ownel
or 1| :-‘hu[b license, and on pecominzg a |l
cecmmiszioner had trausferred it to Lisd
Wite for a nominal sum. He declared that
when Mr. Stewart had called upon Mr,

AabkcColl he had been offered a list of wit~"

i ad B fl’r

. Prove the ohare ind  had
ek v il ol 1.7 The investication hharl
DEen i tarcical one

Mr. A. ¥, Wood here rose and demanided
that, *“‘for obvious r asons,” the originals
Of the lettors quoted by Hon. Mr. Har-
ceurt, and not copies, be laid on the table,
Aller some dise ussion, the Speaker decide=1 !
that the request was' in order, and the ori- f
ginals were accordingly submitted. ;

Mr. White, contivuing, read a ]w-rL--r:
which Mr. Nunn ! -'

idad sent to a loeal il per,

asserting among other things that he had
20l the license only on condition that he
vransier 1t. Mr. White then assailed Mr.,

J I, Stewart in no measured terms, calling
aun 'that peculiar man.” sayving that in-
stead of making the mvestigution he

'L':-uvllwi and di:gorged himself at the 1'e-
form Club,” and declaring that he ‘“‘had
lel't the town ignominiously.” He assaiied
Mr. O'Donoghue, who, as having refused
to take an oath, could not give testimony
that was of any value. and concluded py
stating that the case shcwed the iniquic-
ous character of the administraticn of the
HCensE syiiem by the Gon croment,

Mr. Whitney spoke next. complaining
of the Treasurer's action in trying to turn
Lhe tables on Mr, McoeColl, instead of simply
¥iving the facts requested. The evidernce
submitted by Hon., Mr. Harcourt Was ex-
parte, and would have no value in a court
ol law. Mr. O'Donoghue’s libel suit against
Mr. Nunn, arising ocut of the letter pre-
viously quowted, naqa been unsuccessfnl.
Mr. Whitney then read several letters
warmly eulogistic of the charucter or AMr.
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Mr.
fome remarks upon the manner in Whici
Lthe license system of the Frovinee is con-
ducted.

i

¢

) Jipon Mr: J.‘H. Slewart, sayving that his
| onduct in St. Thomas de manded an in-
vestigation,

¥ In Tavor of Mr. Nuan &

Mr. A, F. Wood made scme remarks up-
on the character of the letiers which Hon.
Harcourt had r dau, and then made

Mr, Cleland followed, and denied certain
b Mr. Woceds' statements as to being re-
used a license in Vwen Sound.

Mr. Clancy spoke, commenting severely
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_ holding that
here were fully as many

Persons to tes
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