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THE DEBATE CLOSED.

Mr. Mereaith then spoke. The tactics of
‘he gentlemen were not fair. He could
have brought in his resolution on a mo-
tion to go into supply, and then no evas-
ion or amendment would have been pos-
cible. But he hed preferred to move it in
+his way, ana this trick had been played
or him. The Attorney-General had discus-
s¢d the question fairly from "his point of
view, but the moving of the amendment
was rot fair. Why not vcte squarely, and
Lhave the courage to say yes or no?
He was ready to vote for no
compensation at all, and would at a lIater
staze test the honesty of the gentlemen
opposite, Mr. Meredith then claimed that
the existence of responsible government
under the British svsten: would obviate
the evils mentioned by Mr. Hardy, and reit-
erated his declaration that the Government
would find that the Opposition could play
at the game thev had started,

Sir Oliver Mowat expressed himself sur-
pricsed at Mr. Meredith’'s weath, He
thought the principle of Mr. O'Cornor's
amendment reasonable and would, of the
two, prefer it to Mr. Mereditn's sngges-
ticn. But Mr. Meredith was wrong in as-
suming that there had been any arrange-
ment to avoid a vote., "Tthe Government
were prepared to vote upon the question,
and hifs own opinion was *‘hat both the
amendments should be withdrawn, and
the vote taken on the original resolution.

Mr. Meredith--We are prepared to do
that,

Sir Oliver Mowat continued that he did
not think it wise to nass Mr. Mevedith's
resolution, which, in any case, should be
left to the new House. He declar~d that
he had had no intention of charging the
whole American people as a pesopl2 with
the corruption into which their Legisla-
tures seemed, from the testimony he had
read,.to have fallen. As for the constitution-
al gquestion, he would without trying to dog-
matize. like to remark that his impression
wase that the Province did not possess the
nower to make the change. Clauses 8§
and 88, to which Mr. Meredith referred,
were expressed very absolutely, with no
restriction or qualification; while The fm-
mediately preceding clauses, 83 and 5, en-
acting certain laws which were to be in
Oniario, expressly stated that they were
to exist until the Legislatare deciared
otherwise, Why were the qualifications
put in the one case and not in the ather?
The case against the Provincae's power of
interference was strong,

Mr. Meredith briefly rejoined that the
same argument would apply to gection 7,
which enacted Iin a very absoluie mann¢r
that the Legisiature should «consist of 82
members; vet that had been changzed., Tre
Provinces were able to create or do # way
with their second chamber, and raake oth
er constitutional changes. Anl as for the
Attorney-General’'s contention tnat this
was not a constitutional mnatter at all
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