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A HASTINGS COUNTY LICENSE.

Mr. Hudson—Order of the House for a
qeturn of coples of all correspondence be-
tween Mrs. M. H. M. Davidson and the
Government, or any officer thereof, relat-
ing to her application for a license In the
years 1892 and 1893 for the Alblon Haotel, in
the Village of Shannonville. .

‘Mr. Hudson in moving this sa: that
the owners of the house could get no =a-
gon for the refusal of the license ;| there
seemed to be some mystery in the case,
The house was a good one, there were no
irrepularities, and the commissioners as-
glgned no reason. He would like to find

the r¢cason.
Hon. Mr. Harcourt sald there had been

no correspondence, so far as he Knew,
between Mrs. Davidson and the Govern-
ment or any ofhicer of the Government.
He promised to find out if the inspector ot
the county had had any correspondence
with the lady in question. Meantime he
asked that the motion might stand.
RERVIES AND DETUTY REEVES.

Mr. McKechnie—Order of the House for
a return of the number of Reeves and
Deputy Reeves comprising the several
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County Councils of the Province for I.M:t

year 185340
This was carried without cpposition.

LLOSS BY FIRIS.

Mr. Ryerson.—Order of the House [or a
'return showing (1) the actual loss over
and above insurance sustained by the P'ro-
vince by the burning of the Toronto Uni-
versity building ; (2) names of each insur-
ance company, amount paid by each,
amount insured In each at the time ol the
fire, dates of payment ; (3) the present
amount of insurance held by the Govern-
ment on the new Parliament buildings,
University and Upper Canada College, giv-
ing names of each company and the
amount each carries, and the rate per $00;
(4) what loss was sustained over and above
insurance on the burning of the Central
Prison ?

These matters were of great importance,
Mr. Ryerson observed, and the House
would be glad to be in possession of the
information for which he asked. The mo-
tion was carried without remark.

COURT OF APPEAL CASES,.

Mr. Meredith—Order of the House fpr a
return of the number of cases now stand-
ing for argument in the Court of Appeal,
and the number which were standing for

% 1892, 1808 and 1894,
- eredith said he intended no re-
flecticn upon the court named by this mo-

tion, but he feared the condition of thing
existing in it in regard to litigation was
really alarming. The last case on the

present list, it seemed to him, could not'

be heard within a year. This must be
most disastrous to many litigants, some
¢f whcm had their entire property involv-
ed. Behind the Court of Appeal lay the
supreme Court. The difficulty was not con-
fined to Ontario. The same thing, he re-
membered, existed in New York until a
| rearrangement had taken place. He «could
not suggest a remedy for the evil that
would perhaps cover the whole case, but
' he thought something could be done in
the way of division of courts, each divis-
iun to sit and try cases until the arrcar-
age was worked off, There were other
people: who had looked into the matter
who advocated the abolition of the Court
of Appeal. Passing between the two ideas
a remedy could be found. Possibly an in-
!creaae in the number of Judges might be
necessary, temporary or permanent. He
was convinced that under the present sys-
- tem there was a great waste of judicia)
energy. The system, he thought, was too
' elaborate for the results desired. Heo
thought nothing was more desirable than
‘that there should be speedy justice. Some
people preferred a bad decision at once
than a good decision deferred, and there
was something in it. He did not say the
Attorney-General was wholly responsible
for the state of affairs of which he had
spoken, but he must be held to have some

responsibility for the evil while he had,

the power of applying a remedy and faile i
to do so.

The Attorney-General said his attention
had not been called to the matter refer-
red to, either by suitors or by members
of the profession, 2s involving serious
grievances. Still it might do so. He re-
cognized fully the immense importance of
speedily disposing of matters that came
ithDrE the courts. He greatly doubted.

however, whether the suggestions of his |

hon. friend would become practicable, with
a view to diminishing the delay or even

the expense of the present system. ]"IF‘

did not know that it would be
practicable with the present staff of

Judges to make any changes that would

argument on the first days of January, |
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}lam rliament, and which he had sup-

trace, and which ran up so high, He
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ked that he thoughs

Perhaps, only a tm“ My T
be sufficient. cmporary Increasé weuic

Th | o
¢ Attorney-General said he th*l ‘

Would be quite unsatisfac '
tory,
.,Elﬂllld. he was sure, be umatiafact{lry E\
i gh!:mﬂuiun ‘0 have a man taken from
 ranks and place temporarily cn

lu_e] bench, Moreover, he did.not think a |
lending member of the bar would consent |
10 take such a position for a few months
and thereby run the risk of log

portion of his practice. He w L

8ay his hon. ftriend himself would rofus |
such an offer. Put as to the idea of in-'
!

Creasing the staff of Judges, there was -4
good delal of difference of opinion in regar’
to 1it. Ore Judge had expressed the opioe:
' 1on that thore were too many Judges, ats:
that one of their number might be dit .
pensed with, He did not think this opind
ion was ganeral, but the faet that it was |
:‘h";fl by gne Judge, and perbaps by more’
YNe Jtudge, was suliicient to shOW
that it was not genarally agreed that there |.

were 100 many Judges. The Attorney-
?t-“li}l-?ral concluded by remarking that the

' v

ublect wag one of extremce interest to b

him. He desired mewmang more
than that
Justice migh: be administorea inh‘t%le Pro-

vince with all possible speed and power.
He would look carefully into the matter.
Of course there was no objection to the
maotion.

' Mr. Whitney suggested that even if it
| Was necessary to increase the wumber of
Judges to remedy the evil to which Mr.
Meredigh had called attention, and he was
not sure that such a necoessity existed, he
was sure 1t would be in the interests of
the people that such an increase should be
made. He suggested also that it might
be possible to change the law in such a

*: way that cases which County Courts are

not now allowed to dispose of, and which
have to go to the High Court, zhould be
tried in the County Couart. Mr. Whitney
thought the arrangement of the courts cf
New York one that worked well and that |
deserved some investigation.

Mr. Meredith remarked that he -was
surprised that the Attorney-General had
not haq his attention called to the matter
or had not rnoticed the facts as they had
been discussed in the press, He had been |
spoken to by many members of the barin |
re;zard to the matter,

The motion then passed,

ABOLISH GOVERNMENT HOUSE.

Mr. Marter then rose to move his now
well-<knawn motion, It ran as follows —
“That in the opinion of this House the
maintenance of Government House and
the establishment connected therewith at
the expense of the Province should, after
the expiration of five years from the ap-
pointment, or other earlier dotermination
of the term of office of his Honor the pre-
senty Lieutenant-Governor, be discon- |
tinued.” |

Mr. Marter first referred to the similar |
motioc which he had brought up in the

port: on the ground that the expenditure
wag unjustitiable. His views had not
changed, and he still thought that the ex-
penditrre was totally unnecessary and
one that the Provincz could not afford.
1le remarked that the terms of his motion
merely speciied the end of the term of
the present Lieutenant-Governor, so as
not to be unfair. He had no feeling
against the present incumbant of the office, |
whe had done all he could to popularize
the office, who had goae over the waole
coumry to various meetings whearever in-
vited, and who had commended himselt
to all. His opposition was basel on prin-
ciple, en what he conczived to be the in-|
terests c¢f the Province.

His first reason was that the Province
at present does not me:2t its expenditure 4[
out of its income, an<d all that was veeless
should be cut off. He would not then cite
the figures, but he would before long show
his reasons for making this statement,
Secondly, the expenditure was useless, lie
did not know who was benefited by it, and
could not =see what bearirg for good it
had on the community; and in this con-
nection he quoted Principal Grant’s opin-
ion, expressed in his paper of November
4, upon the Li2utenant-Governor's resi-
dence, The only defence made Dbefore
had been that the entertaining was neces- °
sary. He took exception to that. .Pdli
those in public places were obliged 1o en-
tertain more or less, and if this allowance
was made for one, why not for all ? In
his opinion, a salary of $10,000 should be
sufficient for such purposes. Again, the
syslem was bad. It was in accord with
the Government’'s usual plan of furnish-
ing perquisites, which were so hard to

quoted Mr. Edward Blake's maxim that
he whg spends should pay,; otherwisa
thers will be extravagance, and held that
there had been great extravagance in this
case. The cost of the buildings had been
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