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the law. 1t was for this reason
came w0 be generally recognized that |
would be better to make the officlals a
portion of the system of respousible gov-
ernment. Turning to another point in Mr.
Meredivh's speech Sir Oliver said the hon.
Zentleman had charged the members of
the Government with clalming credit for
the way in which the finances of the Pro-
vince had been used to promote agri-
cultural and other interests, with speaking |
jas if it were their own money that had
been used in this way. There was no found-
ation for this «charge. It would be ab-
to speak or to think of the finances
" the Province in this way. What the
Government did say was that the disposl-
tion of ‘the money of the Province had
been a good one, and that it had been ex-
pended in the interests of the Rrovince.
The Government has deserved the same
credit for this as for the good legislation
#t had accomplished, no more. Mr. Mere-
dith had charged him with saying there
was no use in econromy when we have, sp
large an income. {
Mr. Meredith remarked that this wWas
not his charge.
Sir Oliver said the object of the Govern-

ment during the whole of the time it has
been In office as economical as
was consistent w ‘public Interest,
BEvery detail of expenditure had been close-
|ly watched, that there might be no waste
of public funds. They had had the disposi-
tion of large sums of money, and what
' they clalmed was that those moneys have
'been applied properly and to those objects
to which they should have been applied.
He ma'ntailned that there was as little
waste at the hamnds of this Government as
of any Government in the world. If any
particular Government could be suggested
with similar duties to perform and
similar means of performing them

he would like to have an oppor-|

tunity of studying thelr methods, for he
had never yet met with such a Govern-

'ment himself. It was in speaking of the |

lumber question that Mr. Meredith had

msade this remark on economy. He refer-
red to the Government having refused the |
appointment of a committee or commis- |
sion—It was a committee, he thought, that |
had been asked for—to investigate and re- |
port upon the quantity of timber owned

by the Province, If there had been an)

real advantage in such a course there was

as much to be gained in it for the Govern-

ment as for the Opposition. A committee

of the House would have been powerless to
do anything in the matter, and all that a
cominission could have accomplished was
being done now In the reports of Crown

lands agents and of surveyors, but at a
much less cost than by way of a commis-
gsion. No particular good would have re-
sulted from such a course of action as
Mr. Meredith blamed them for not follow-
ing. As to the sales of timber, he thought
the public was satisfied that the sales
were properly conducted. Mr. Meredith
had spoken on this matter as If the Gov-
ernment had been acting in spite of the
Legislature; instead of which every sale
had been approved by the Legislature, had
'been made at the best possible time, and
had produced prices that had astonished
many experts in the business, There was
not in even one case disappolntment at
the price obtained. The Government had
no power in the matter save such as was
given them, and they used that power in
the best Interests of the Province., (Ap-
plauvse.) Ilvery sale of any importance
had been by public auction. Purchasers
had been found among members of both
political parties. No favor or preference
had been shown to anyone. He wished,
however, that his hon. friend would use
his Influence to have his ideas regarding
the sale of timber adopted by his political
friends at Ottawa. He had never noticed
Mr. Meredith nor any of his supporters
advocating reforms ir connectlon with the
conduct of timber sales at Ottawa. Thore
was of course a regulation as to selling by
auction, but he could not remember any
case of such a sale occurring. He had
no doubt money would have been saved
to the country had the Provinecial method
of sale prevailed. Mr. Meredith had
quoted something said by Hon. Mr. Wood
as to the preservation of timber, In 1863

authority on the subject, and he did not
know the circumstances under which the
speech was made. All he could say was
that the Government had done their best
to preserve the timber. No doubt the
country derlved far more rey-
enue from the timber under
the present policy pursued than would bhe
the case under any other polley. It would
be a permanent source of income for the
Province If it continued to be conducted
as It had becn. The effect of not selling
now would be to impose taxes on the pre-
sent generation to save future gener '
who would, in all probability, be fa
ter able to pay them. The Gover

Mr. Wood was not, however, any special |

".
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' Wiy the present, generation

shoyld not receive the ben of the re-

sources of the Provinece in of leaving

them all for the benefit of our descend-

ante, There was not a State of the Union

that acted on the lines suggested by the

hon., gentleman, Mr., Meredith said it
would be far better for us to run into debt
than to use our timber resources.

Mr. Meredith took exception to this, He
had said: ‘""Baiter run into debt than ex-
hauvst our timber resources.’”

Sir Oliver thought he had heard Mr.
Meredith correctly. Continuing, he said
Mr. Meredith complained of the surveys

| of the country. He did not say the sur-

veya cost too much, but that they were
surveving too many townghips. The Gov-

ernment on this question simply proceeded
on the view that the survey of a country .
ghonld be gradual. 'They did not make
{them all at once, but made some every '
yvear. In respect to mining, Mr. Meredith
Icamplalned that the Government did not
spend money enough. He complained on
| the one hand because we have a great cx-
penditure alrealy. He wanted to confine
the expenditure to the interest on certain
large sums that he mentioned. And on the '
other hand he wanted to Increase the ex-

penditure a great deal more. He argued

as if the whole Province, outside the min-

district especially interested, were
::‘t&vqr of qnt!R %h expenditure, Every-
bedy kuew that one great difficulty in con-
nection with the establishment of a min-
ing industry was that of finding a market.
That was a matter not so much for the.
G - verninent to deal with as for the Govy-
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1 ernment at Ottawa. Mr. Meredith had

then passed on to the aquestion of holding ¢
biennial sessions ‘nstead of annual gzes-

1 sions. He did not think Mr. Meredith had

ever brought in a resolution on this sub- -
jecat, though it had been occasionally men
tioned. Biennial sessicens would be very !
convenlient for the Government. The Gov-
ernment would not suffer, whatever the

' country did. It would be to the advantage

of the Covernment 1w go on spending
money for two years without having to -
meet the Legislature. But he knew of no
case where biennial sesslons were held in

connection with a system of responsible
government such as Ontario enjoyed. In

- stme American States they prevailed, but
the system of government there was en-
tirely differeat from that of Ontario.
I"here was even there, however, a provis
gion for the holding of special sessions,
and he thought his hon. friend would rind
the special gessions were very numergus.
Mr. Meredith had sald his (Sir Oliver’'s)
only objection to interfering with the rule
of annual sessions was that it was
an old established rule, intlnm.tlng‘
he would not lay his hands on anything
that was old. He had never hesitatel '
laying hands on anything that required
improvement, no maitar how cld it was,
Mr. DMcredith had urged there wac
too much legislation, and that our legis-
lation was too crude. He (the Attorney- '
General) ventured to say that if Mr. Mere- _
dith investigated he would find our legisla-
tion no more crude than that of any other |
country, and not so crude as that of those
places where biennial sessions prevalled.,
In connection with the subject of prohi-
bition Mr. Meredith had spoken of the
possible delay in obtaining a decision us
to the powers of the Province. He did not
think they need apprehend any serious
delay. He expected the decision would be
given long Dbefore next session, The
Supreme Court and the Privy Council had
to d=il with it, and the vy Council diu
not now delay its judg ts long. Any
delay would be with the Supreme Court,
and he did not expect it there.

Mr. Meredith had referred to the ques-
tion of the secret ballot once more. The
system followed In Ontario was preaisely
the system followed in Ikngland, Scotland
and Ireland. it is not pretended there
that it 18 a sceret ballot. The Govern-
ment of those countries muu;ui‘zed the
importance of being able o separate
fraudulent from good votes when it be-

' came necessary. That could not, of course,
| be done without a violation of se-
¢recy, but it was a matter of virtual ne-
ceesity that there shculd be such an ar-
rangement. His hon, friend said the lilea
had got abroad through the country that |
the ballot was not secret, and was wWori-
ing just as much harm in that way as if
it were what ho claimed it was. If such
an idea prevailed it was because Mr. Mere-
dith  aud his friends had induced
people 1o believe it, though there
was not any gruund for the be-
lief. Mr. Meredith had said the ur-:
dinary revenue did not meet the c:rdmar}
expenditure of the Government. That de-
'pended on the expenditure wihich they
Ehuﬁe to meet in that way. The revenue
was far more than the expenditure for
government. put far more was expend.d
than that. The Government spent money
for agricultural and other purposes not
art of government at all.
necessarily a D i
But by so doing they had relieved the
municipalities, which would have had to




