Govern.
had solq
Sandfielq |

they claimed. e though
on the ather hand, that the Gomrnmnr&'
could afford to spend maore money syill.
't was easy for the Opposition te fing fanle,
L Was Mot s0 easy to name particular |
i MM ™ niagne at the same time the
- Ontario was a wide fleld. In it
& Ereat diversity of interests and

Government had to ta
account in its ¢t
If the t was |

s iise they had been extravagant, but far
2 reverse; not because they had spent
much of thelr surplus, but because they
i spent so little of it. The record of the
pernment seemed to him to bhe almost
ir of ground for reasonable at*ack from |
opponents. Certainly they had made
10 atternpt to formulate a better pulicy
or to provide remedies for the evils theyv |
. claimed to exist. Touching on the pro- |
hilrition question, Mr. Conmee referred to
~ the great differenges ol opinion, existing

the subject. On this particular point
1€ thought the Patrons of Industry show-
ed some inconsistency in advocating on
one hand temperance and on the :.ﬂ:h-
' hand the election of county officials.
The letters from The Globe correspondents
- who travelled through Kansas and Eu:wa
investigating the question of prohlhition
had, he said, shown that the prohibition
law was not well carried out there, but
' that It was in fact in some cases nothing
but a farce. He would be exceedingly for-
ry to see here the same state of af-
fairs as existed there undes a prohi-
bitory law. The evil of the state of
things existing in these States he cm}si-li
ered te be mainly due 1to the fact that
the officials apgointed to carry onut tLhe
law of the State were elected by the com-
munities in which they resided, and were
often in absolute cpposition to the laws of
the State. The result could not fail to be
disastrous so far as the enforcement of |
the law was concerned. He thought, there-
fore, he had ample grounds for sug-
gesting to the Patrons  that these two
points in their programme were unt‘lre- |
ly Imconsistent with each other. Mr. Con-
mee, continuing, said he would like for
& moment to refer to the hon. member
for Muskoka, who he was sorry to s=av
was not in his place. Mr. Marter lLad
during the recess made some very u}ld
statements. Perhaps the worst was that
inn. which he represented the surplus c:oim-
ed by the Government to be a mvth.
He t::uste-c.l the hon. gentleman would not
fail to bring up his charges in the ¥House, |
If they were true, he was half inclinel
to 'think that his friend the Prm*im.-igl
Auditor would have to be sent to )oin
these other martvrs who were f:un'.fit*l.ml
of conspiracy at Ottawa. I1f he tailed to
substantiate his charges, then Mr. Mar-
ter’'s reputation for veracity would cer-
‘tainly suffer most severely. Msr. Conmee
concluded his able speech by touching
on the Impending general election, and
predicting that the veteran :ztat-}amfmJ
who had so often led his followers to vie-
tory in the past wculd shortly do so agaln.
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He then resumed his seat amid chee.rs.

! h

MR. MEREDITH'S SPEECH.

Mr. Meredith was greeted with applauge
on rising. His first words were to ex-
press his surprise that he had not hea.rzl
the gentlemen moving and secondin:g the
reply in their remarks make some refer-
ence ‘to the contents of the zpeech ftnm
the throne. There was the declaration
in that speech. that the Government pfn-
posed to deal with the question of rep-
resentation, a matter of the utmost 1m:
portance to the people of Ontario, anu
vet not one word had he heard either of
these gentlemen say upon this topic.
There had not been a word about the prp-
imised establishment of courts of concilia-
tion. (Laughter) They had both fle-a;lt in
- generalities, endeavoring to square their
interests with those of the sections
throughout the country which becaine
nolsy, and had sald nothing furcther to
enlighten the hon. members upon the
measures which were to be Introduced.
That was a feature of their speeches
which the people of the countiry would
do well to mark. By ordinary custom the
mover and seconder of the address were
supposed to voice the sentiments of the
day, and as being somewhat in the con-
fidence of the Government to enlighten
the House as to the Mnes upon which the
measures promised were to be carried out.
He congratulated the hon, member for
West Algoma on the success with which
he had shown the two sides of the shield

'| with regard to the temperance question.

|

F

T ot tv m thl-t
, : ed}m‘
cticable. (Applause.) He had lifted the
ggi of secrecy and had exposed the tac-
tics of the parly opposite. (Apolause.)
Those gentlemen hoped, as of old. to
yoke together the honest terperance peo-

'| ple, whose support they would get, and
| the licensed victuallers whose money they
! would get. The seconder of the reply had
exposed the hypocrisy of the hon. gentle-
men on the other side of the Fouse. The
hon. gentlemen, however, had discussed
one or two matters of general interest,
He coincided with what the mever had
sald regarding the Canadian guccesses
at the World’'s Columbian Exposition, He |

| united with him in deploring the wide-
* - agricultural defremton. It waus
|| necessary, however, to udge by compari-

son with the condition of the i‘am:}rs,
of other countries, and judged by that
standard they might well be proud of the |
position of the farmers of Ontario, But
it was not by the effonts of this or of any
other Government that these triumphs, this
fortunate state of things, had been effect-
ed; it was due to the intelligenca, to the
industry, to the gkill of the farmers
of Ontario themselves. It wis not ow-
‘ng to the sums which the (xovernment
had doled out to the Agricultural College,

| &nd to this and to that, but «w the efforts |
ﬁ::r the farmers themeelves that all was|

due. And why should credit be taken be-
cause of the expenditure of these sums?
These were the moneys of the farmers
themselves, they came from ‘heir tuxes,
they were raised from their heritage.
LAgn.[n he asserted, it was not this Gov-
ernment or any Government that must
be thanked for the faot that Ontario Is
in so happy a condition, but it is the In-

srohibition was a farce, that it was
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telligence and skill of the farniers.

but the Government had had
blows dealt it lately: there

10 trust them once more and

@ saint was he.” The hon. gentlemen

| done by the Gowernment in regard to

Provinee, and he would say so
upon those topics.

THE TIMBER ASSETS OF THE PROVINCE.

The Attorney-General, Mr. Meredith
Went on, had said that the timber re-
| sources of the country were some $50,600,000
or $60,000,000 in value, and on the Strength
of that asserted that there was nothing
in the contention raised by the Opposition
that the Government should be economieal
and careful, On what did he base his
stateament gs to the resources of Ontario?
On statements which were no roof; and
he made these assertions and estimates in
the face of the fact that he had declined
when asked to d0 s0 by the Opposition
to give to a commission the j1ask of
forming a careful estimate of the natural
wealth of the Province. Could this valna.

pPalgn was the malad

an extract from lhé hud;:et

e iImmediately »
Part of the apaan! Y Preceding

2 had bean dey .
discussion of what the Py Aol

rely upon, and the doctrine
gu;wnlthat the Crown lands,
chool and Grammar Schooi

Other publie assots shin::rulc}ll ﬂb:e l:rgg:;da:g
capital, and the Income from them utjl-
ized fnr purposes of govarnment. The
t-_hen I'reasurer had pointed out tliut. in

the Common

:;:t Put for future senerations, Whereas
: f-rmwn lands had almaost all passed
Wav, The value of the Crown tlniber-

Was then increaaing and tj
ways be tonverted | e o3

Treasyrep had refep

| red to t
Ol the Michigan fo o §
timateq the year

. ¥ revenue from
' Crown timber as $300,000, - | the
' after an interruption, gone .. nad then,

He hoped, Mr. Meredith wen: on, to
hear from the Attorney-General some in-
formation as to the nature of the measure
to be brought in regarding the repre-
sentation of the country in the Legislature:

two serious

had sprung
up in the couniry a Spirit of unrest, and

—

several new organizations had made their |
| “Ppearance, and the Government Was too |
anxlous to appease €ach, all and every in-
terest which was making itself felt. It
VWHS nearing a general electlon, and was
i1 much the sume position as Indicated
"1 the old rhyme, “When the devil was
'slck the devil a saint would bhe,* They
| Were as concillatory as possible; but if
the people of Ontario were foolish enough

to return
them to power it would again be a case

of “*When the devil was well the devil

had talked somewhat upon what had been

the timber and mineral wexlth of the
mething



