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A it ‘was:the policy of the Govern-
ent. so far.as it was safe, and 80 far as

was possible to carry it out, and the |
svince was th: proud possessor of mil- .

. upon millions of assets
P atanding  timbe= Why, then,
- we sell 1 single  limig eor

tree ?
it was better to sell them than to

“thiem burn down as settlement took
ace and rallways were built; and,
gecond. because they believed the Provinea
had a duty to perform to its unfortunate
' elasses. Homes had to be provided for the

e benevolent, large-near:ed pecple of the
rovince, it was the poliey of the Govern-
ment to take its falling timber, 4ts perish-
able assets, and convert them into suc

institutions as that now being erected at

l
iEm:-I:vH']n for the care and comfort of the

ingane, rather than to leave these unf:_:r— |
tunate people a burden upon the municl-
palities to which they h{*luﬂ;{.‘?l.
The proposition of the ["nited States
rovernment to admit our lumber free of
duty was something at whﬁleh _both gidos
of }he flouse and all parties In all sec-
tions of the couniry would rejolce,
. Wood brietly referred to the refer-

eares . dn the address to the mineral ra-
ansurces of the Province, to the aquestion

o® dradnags, and to the act for th® preven-
E‘ia“ of eruelte to children. He then pro- |

9 ax follows ;-— -
]h*f{eram-n! -1.!.... aide In the adidresa 1o

the guestion of temperance. ‘The granting
of the plebiscite on the question was an
 pet stpictly in harmony with the spirit of
the times., and it was everywnere recog-
nized as an eminently proper thing that
npon a great guestion involving S0 many
far-reaching consequences the  people
should be permitted to go and SxXpress i
opinion, every elector being free to da 8o
in the most independent and namistakable
way. The voile having been aken, It
Emihl not now he doubted that a large me-
jority of the people were in favor of pro-
hibition. They did not vote for an amerd-
ment of the license laws; they did not
vote for .any half-way measure or locail
option machinery; they voted for the pro-
, nibition of the lLmportation, manulacture

and sale of Intoxicating liquor as a bever- |
age In Ontarfo. When was it desired that
this law should take effect? Just as soon
as the counts shall determine whether w
not the Province had power to enact sach
a law. The friends of temperance here
agreed upon the d@:sirability of having e
guestion of jurisdiction fully and finuily
settled before any legislation took place, |
and they had the promise of the Premier
that if the Jdedgision of the Privy Council

should be that the Province had power to

pass a prohibitory ligquor law he would in.

troduce such a bill at the following sesslon,

and farther, that should the Province not

have power to pass a prohibitory law he

would iIntroduce a bill for =uch &

measure of partial prohibition an the de-
cision of the Privy Council would warrant, }
providing that such a partial measure
would be In the interests of temperance
and satisfactory to the temperance poonle,
This statement of the Altornev-General
was eminently satisfactory to cvery dole-
gate in the great temperance convention
recently convened in Toronto,and satisfac-
tory as well to every friend of temperance
in the country. This great question had
now reqached a stage far In advance of
any it ever occupled before, and. the péo-
Ple were now anxifously waiting the de-
¢ision of the counts.

The decision of the Government to cul-
lect the facts bearing upon the remuncrat-
ing and appointing of certain Provincial
officers was somerhing that could not fall
10 meet with the approval of the House.
It was admittedly a debatable question—a
Guestion upon which an honest differcence
of opinlon might exist, and doubtless did
exist. The system now in operation v as
by no means a new system. The Govern-
ment of the day could not clalm credit
for its Introduction. The system was o)d-
er than the Government, although it was
the oldest continuous Government in the
world. The system had been continuai |
because of the evident fairness of paying
each official In proportion to the work Adone
by him; he to be paid not by the municl-
palities or by a tax on the general pub-
lic as some secem to suppose, but by thouse
particular individuals for whom the work
was aoctually done. It might be found very
difficult, If not Impossible, to adopt any
falrer or more equitable system, or one
that would bear with greater Justize upon
the great body of the people. While re-
cognizing the fact that a great responsi-
Lility rested upon certain officers, for/|
which they should be reasonably remun-
erated, the House had also recognized the
additional fact that the accumulated fees

-

TPor two reasons —First, |

lind. the deaf and dumb, the idiotic and |
e insane. Supported by the sympathies of

l

a still larger percentage ought to be 50 1e- |
turned, Personally !l-t: held that view, and |

it could be easily accomplished by proceed-

‘mi farther upon the principle already in
operation, Were this done very little fault E

\

' would be found with the system or ap-.

pointing these officers, Inasmuch as the
people were opposed to the maultiplication
lm’ elections as well as to the forcing of
1

e |

politics Into all municipal contests, 10
which I!. offi

cers bl’ o ; wiould undoubt
vdly lead: but the whele question WU‘E
no doubt be dealt with by i ‘wﬂ
w‘. and too much lghit n
I upon t. Exerclging the powe

" they possessed as one of the confederated
Provihces of the Daminion they wer
bound to proceed, regardless of race, re-
ligion or class, Meting out jusiice, and
nothing more than justice, to all, The §
“intelligent and falr-minded people of the :
Province would have no other policy. Yor'
22 years they had supported the pmmt{
Government in. the carrying out of this
great, imperishable principle, and another
general ealection would demonstrate the
fact that the principle, and its now fam-
vus advocate 2 “wveteran
| o ' vince, were still en-
&h i in the hearts of the people of On-
tario. ;

Mr, Wood resumed his seat amid heart

applause, :
MR, CONMEE SECONDS. \ .
t

Mr. Conmee then rosge to second the ad-
He was received with a
ripple of applause, and then proceeded
with his remarks. He characterized thed
speech that had been read from the throne
ol the preceding day as being essentlall

prudent and moderate, like everything else
fu connection with the Government. I

prudence and moderation were the great
things to be aimed at by a Government,
he had no hesitation in saying that the
Government had hit the mark exceedingly
well. If it were good policy to husband the
patrimony of the people, and to exercise
economy in the expenditure of the revens
ues and resources of the Province, he
thought the Guvernment had succeeded re-
markably well, It was possible, however
to carry economy too far. As to whether
or not the policy of the Government h:
been fully as progressive as it should have
been there might be differences of opin-
fon; but if the Government had erred at
all it had been on the side of too rigid
economy. The Ontario mineral exhibit at
the World's Fair had been a great sur-
prise to many Americans, and to not a
few from this Province. No finer exhibi
WwWas to be seen at Chicago than that from
Ontario, and he thought the hon. gentle
man who had ‘had charge of the Ontarle
exhibit deserved the thanks of the Hous
for what he had achieved. Much good, ha
was sure, would result from it. Now, th@
address contained a reference to some con=
templated legislation on the mining quess
tion. He had not the slightest idea of thé
nature of the proposed bill. He hoped |
would be a measure of the right kind. He
would like to have the drafting of it.
(J &ughter.)) If he had, the first clause
would provide that all rovalties hereafter
imposed on minerals mined in the Province
should be abolished, and that all miner-
als mined in Ontario should be free. Then
he would provide that $00,000 should bhe
set aslds from the surplus, at 4 per cent.,
for the improvement of mining lands, sim-
flar to the drainage debenture fund. Then.
in his next clause he would provide for
the appointment of a Minister of Mines.
The minerals of Ontario would never at-i
tain that degree of importance which they |
deserved until some such steps as these’
were taken. Agriculture undoubtedly was
the greatest industry in the Province., but
with proper encouragement mining would
easily become the second greatest industry
of Ontario, It would impel the growth

of manufactures, and would thus enable
ns to retain In the Province those of our

peoplée who were now leaving us for the

other Provinces and for the Unlted States, |
No interest, save that of agriculture. di-

rectly,could be advanced with more benefit

to the entire community. There was a

vast area of mining lands in Ontario, full

of vast mineral wealth, The development

and utilization of this wealth was a mat-

ter of the first importance to the people at

large. The Attorney-General had done

very many things in the past in the way

of building up and improving the position

of the Province. He had well and faith-

fully guarded the sovereign rights of the

Province, and had won a vast inheritance

for us. If, now, in addition to all this

1 would create the mucleus of a great min:

Ing industry it would be the crowning act

of his greatness. Sir Oliver Mowat's task .
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