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country

6t the Dominfon government was greatiy:
uz detriment of the farmers ob the
by, ot M0 5% &

| vernment. * "
wzng; especially the farmers, had
tedly manifes their approval of
m licy of the minion g‘ovemmgnt.
' *'l:lomil they ew that confidence
was not for any member of the housa

o *ﬁw such a qompaﬂsiﬁm,. Mr, Bal-
four had taken credit for t'&government
for the diminution . k<4 the num-
ber of vieuor.  ligemses; . at he
(Mr. Cawm; 1) was  of tha + epinion
that ttis w=s dug mot to any action of
the go- »rn° °nt,;put to the prozress of
temperance senfijaent throughout the
country. MMr. Baifour had also com-
mended the government {or having in-
duced szettlement in the districts of Nip-
issing and Algoma, put the fact was that
the increase in pc 2 ati~n.was more due
to the extensin» o allway through
these districts At e minken g0 on-
ment than to auy legisiutign lu.diats by
the government. The poliey of the ‘ov-
ernment in regard to the deyelc s of
the mineral resources hadl mbt been ..ae-
cessful. The new and brizht p2iiod ug
prosperity foretold by Mr. Harcourt ha
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not peen realized, The government's
policy had been such as to retard 'l*uther
than encourage the developtient of7the
mineral resources of the co¥ni* ¢ fact
which was proved by the e« G, ‘démon-
stration of the people in “thé mineral
districts, who were up in-arms against
it. They had gone so far as to propose
a separation of the mineral districts from
the province. In regard to the govern-

|

ment’'s timber policy the opposition con-
tended that if the affairs of the province
were administered economically there
would not be the necessily of
entering upon the timbher rosources 8o
frequently as was done. DBut for the tim-
Ber sale of last year there would have
been no cash balance i the bank to the
credit of the provinece. In 1831 the gov-
ernment had converted §00,000 of Domnin-
jon bonds, and in 182 had held a timber
sale In order to ward off a deficit. The
government was rapidly eneroaching up-
on the capital of the province in order to

I make a favorable financial showing. But

how, it was asked, were the affalrs ot
the province to be carried on unless the
capital of the province were drawn upon?
By economy in the administration. lle
asked the goverament to adopt a more
liberal policy in regard to settiement in
the newer districts of the province,
There was a great outcry agualnst the
course pursued by ine govermnent and
thelr oflicials in dealing with scttlers.

MR, TAIT OQE TORONTO,

Mr. Tait saild that it would be of great
importance if hon. gentlemen opposite,
before they began to discuss these ques-
tions, would hold a caucus and make up
their minds what they were going to say,
$0 that «ll might say the same thing and
sing the same tune. If, as soine hhon.
gentlemen said, tha province was to gel
no revenue from the Dominion subsidies,
from licenses, or the sale of timber lin-
ite and crown lands, where was the rev-
enuve to come from ? and if saying th
revenue was not to be got from thoso
‘sources was not attacking the sources
Bf revenue he would like to know whal
constituted such an attack. In rogard to
the old song that the government had
no surpius—that they were spending too

much money—he had heard that criticiem |
| ever since he had heard any criticism at

all in the house. Mr. Camphell had said

' that zreat success had attended the ed-

ucational campaign of the province.

' They had taught the people that there
| was no surplus; and he had said no man

' could go before an Intelligent audience
and say that the government was not
extravagant. Referriny to a statement
bv Mr. Wood, Mr. Campbell had said
that no man had the rignt to criticize
the Dominion government and say that
they had done nothing in the publie inter-
est until the people said so. He (Mr.
Tait) did not say that the argument was
a good one, but if It was o0 be applied to
Mr. Wood's remarks In reference to Do-
minion matters it was equally good to be
applied to Mr. Campbell and his friends
in reference to provincial matters, As to
the surplus, he did not know that It was
a matter of boastfulness to the members
on the government side of the house, A
financial statement had been presented, in
which the full facts were qtated,. He did
not see why the members opposite were so
exceedingly anxious to prove that there
was no money in the public treasury. If
the government had managed the affairs
of the province wisely and well, if thev
had not misspent the money of the pmmf-:
and If there was not a cent in the treas-
ury, If there were not funds vielding
l]arge annual revenue, they would not he
entitled to blame, while, on the other
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| of a surplus would not be a suffi

if they had not spent the monev [l
and well the fact of the exlat'enz* |
cient jus- |

had sought
little actual-

tification. ‘Members o si
to show that there wal;poverts?
ly in the treasury.

' had bearing i.ter
- wherever its :«.,

~ All that the province
est was its treasury:
i 8 were, wherever 3
Prnvln?ﬂv nnt_‘ll;-'- ;t:-,yl_eklingf reven';.:l;
ts tres -lrr'-; 1-11 n_; l:f}."!'ﬂffl‘enﬂ& to the )j-
ore_ e Campbell had said

| | ~nmer.1t1_¢;ﬁpﬁld take no creaitthat
i the nmamiber of licenses,
e . N ¢ hi was .“mple enough to
ve that 44 Was ‘the moral sensiment

> commuiity tFat had reduced the num. |
W fOMeensés. © If he was simple
e:;w;h 0 believe that the moral senti- |
men. of _fthr-a recr's without being erys-
tallized ', 15 |e 'n, had reduced th
number ¢f 4 - 5 then he was a grr«s,--[E1
deal s‘rthpler % . he (Mr. Tait) took hﬁn

to be 1M was ' fue that the s

ment 6f the community had T;;E::EEI:;E;
number of’licenses for the r«ason that
it had caused the government to take tfw
matter in hand and bring in legislation
making providgion for the reduction, Yet
the municipalities were getting a good
deal more out of the licenses than for-
merly. Mr, Campbell, while blaming the
government for having sold timber at
good prices, was willing that they shou
take money out of the treasury and han
it over to pay for waaking away o
mineral wealth, Good prices w
tained at the last two timber s
instead of hon. gentlemen opposit
ing pleased, they found fault that the
timber should have been sold: vet of the
timber sold, 468 1-2 square miles in extent
had been given away by their friends in
Ottawa before it was shown to be the
property of the province, for the paltry
sum 'of $2,342. Referring to Mr. Whit-
ney's complaint tha ‘acilities for ful
inquiry into the e. . enditures of the
province were not afforded at the pub-
lic accounts committee, Mr. Tait create
amusement by reading from the officia
repdrt of the public accounts committee
the dialogue between the member for
Muskoka and the bursar of the Toronto
asylum regarding the cost of linen for
the nurses’ caps. He thought inquiries
on such triviai subjects were altogether
too small, even for members of the OppPO-
sition. Coming back to the question of
the sur: .us, he showed that, in addition

n

. the remark of an old farmer,
! would you have

T

. srovince, [If in the future there was not

|. aidl those institutions,

to the Iinterest annually received from
the funds now in the hands of the Do-
minion government, a large part of the
capital was received by the provineial
treasurer during the past vear. If there
was room for any considerable redue-
tion in the expenditure of the province,
where, he asked, would they begin?
Would they cut off the grants to charity,
and leave the whole burden to the muni-
cipality? Speaking on the timber reserves
he likened the query of the opposition,
“*What would the timber of the province
be worth if none of it had been sold? to
“Where
been to-day if vour
grandmother had been a man?”’ Both were
equally pointless. If some portions of the

' timber had not been sold, fires and other
I

causes would have robbed the province
of much of the revenue received {rom
that source. He hoped that the govern-
ment would long go on, not reducing the
expenditure for the mere purpose of
huilding up a surplus, but in ailding the
various charitable undertakings of the

g0 large a revenue from the crown
ns now, then some other syste
ing revenue would have to be

MR. M'CLEARY OF WELLAND, &
Mr., McCleary, moember for Welland,

| followed, and proceeded to dispute the

Carguments of the hon. members for North

I Brant and Toronto.

M——__

He pald a graceful |
compliment to the treasurer, Ho -

Harcourt, for the clear ans | ’
yaanner in which he presen
cinl statemuat of the vear,
the hon. treasurer made
his econtinued reference |
surplus, which existe Ty
indicate, only in thes nation of the
government. He cla¥ that the tems-
perance people of the province were not

*on to

| indebted to the government for any leg-
' islation that had been given, beecause ev-
ervthing they had done along "that line
had been pulled and dragged out of them.

(It being 6 o'clock the speaker left the

chair.

MR, WATERS OF MIDDLESEX.
Mr. Waters, gpeaking after recese, said

| that he was very much astonished to
hear Mr., Campbell make the statement
that the government's mining policy was
a hindrance rather than an encourage-




