HHE BUDGEL DEBATE ENDED

—— e

"'uesday, April 18.

Just as soon as the opening formalities
were disposed of in the house to-day the
debate upon the budget was resumed,
and it continued with unfliagging Interest
until almost 11 o'clock at nizht. Good
Bpeeches were made, and every concelys
able argument in support of the conten-
tions of the speakers on both sldes of the
questions at issue was advanced 1n
many different ways, and buttressed by

v

difterent forms of il 1stration.

A USsion centred upon the ques-
"88 to* whether the government
really has the surplus that it clailms, and
whether It has acted wisely in dealing
with the timber resources of the DI
vince. The opposition. thougsh adopting
the negative view, did not deem it jud!
cious or drh‘ll‘ubl_u 10 take the H*'H:‘i‘“ of
the house upom the general policy of the

a stration, or any portion o!

=

o=

1t, and
ended tamely enough by the

£olng into committee of
wly. :

Thl: bi!:ﬁ i[tﬁidwed. ‘nd rEd.l A f!rsf
time were as follows '— :

Mr. McMahon- ‘Respecting foremen - to
amend the municipa. act. | |

aMr, Stratton
and arts act.

\ g . oy

aMr. Tait—To amend the
dSSessment act
municipal act.

Mr. McCleary

-T0 amend the agricultural

|

_ | l"'l'l’]"“hi'lil[l"l 'r
01 1‘,-.5.:', LO amend Hlt‘.

To -y
:\!r ]'-I'lr-.]-'..l_'-['l}
. : [ A ] { t:st‘l - . . .
National park. \blish the Algonquin

BUDGET DEBATLE CONTINUKD.

Mr. Wood (@Brant), explained to e
house that the hon. member for York (Mr.
Smith) was prevented by liiness from at-
tending and continuing the de
budget, as was expected. Proce
complimented the opposition for th
igence and thoughfu! con<ideration
had given to the w«firirs cI the provinc
They were In a p«il ‘on (o say to their
constitnents that tae recason why they
had mot been - e to find gr ater ' au.t
and a better po., y than one of mer~ f'mn__
plaint was ' because the treas._-er o' the
province had managed the finu:nces ‘.Y,
efficiently and well, He also I~ leveld th.u:t
the fulest scope should be given to" the
opposition to investigate matters in th
public accounts committee, but It was
unreasonabe that after 21 netings last
session of that commoat e TS shou!d
express d.ssagiglfaction ““at they
had not ti 20 ' juire 115 Al ¢ ques-
tlons and a amanes deslred. He maminded
the opposit 1 Todt while they had elght
members theit committee ony half
that number’ had attended the investiga-
tions. | :

The hon. members oppos.te had on sev-
era.l occgsions remarked that the surp us
was not taked of any more ; that it was
concealed s'mewherge and they counid not
find it. We' f yvioay woud take the |

)
/

| pub ic accounts * «t for 1892 and turn |

to page 651 they would find there a sur-
p.us amounting to no .ess a sum than
84,827,640,

The hon., members also sald that lia-
bilit.es were now admitted that were
formerly denied. He was not aware that
either the present treasurer or his pre-
decessors had denied the existence of our
railway Jiabilities, nor had any speaker
on the government side of the house
made such denial. He quoted from the
financial statement of Hon. A. M. Ro0S8s |
showing that the liability was then ad- |
mitted. He a.s0o reminded members op-
posite that one of their ow@ financial |
critiecs,. the late H. E. Carke, had in

1888 endorsed the wisdom of requiring pos-
terity ‘v bear some of the expense of per-

manent dmprovements of tha character
of those in question. It was an easy

' thing to find fault and ralise objections,
‘but these objections would come w.th more

force and effect if they were backed up
by practical suggestions as to what they
themselves would do If they occupled the
treasury benches. A constapt cry was

| raised that the municipalities were being

robbed. This was one of the most un-
reasonable and 1.logical aArguments

' brourht against the government. Look,

he si'd, st the record and see in how
many ways the government had alided
the muni¢ipadties, lessening thelr taxes
and lightening their burdens in a great
variety of ways. Splendid public bul.d-
ingg had been erected, macadamized roads
had been made and iron bridges bulit,
l.arge grants had been given to maintain

' the insane and dependent class of the

community, co anization roads had beéen
apened up, and education in its wvarious
branches had been greatly encouraged
and assisted. And vet, in spite of a know-
ledge of 41 this, hon. members opposite
persisted :n saying that the government
was robbing the munic.palities! Much of
this tak was based on the fact that

 about SO0 DK ;lnllll.::l‘j' was recolived from

iquor licenses, but no part of this sum
was taken from the municipality, and
hon. members did not for a moment deny
the &'ght and desirabl.ity of a license
fee being exacted so long as the trathe
was permitted. The large expenditure in
aid of the unfortunate, the sick and -the
ingsane m de it necessary taat a revenue
should b btained, and he thought it only
fa'r that some part of the liquor 'i¢cense
fund shou.d be devoted to such a purpose.
The hon. members comp.ained of the
arge expenditure, but he was sure the
people of this wea'thy province of On-
tario would never consent to a less ex-
penditure for such publdc works 28 col-
onization roads and the proper and »u-
mane care of those who were @ charge
to the community., &le defended the ex-
penditure for education and agricuiture,
and conciuded with a eunogistic reference
to the care and watchfuiness of the
premier, Sir O.lver Mowat.

MR. CAMPRBELL OF ALGOMA,

Mr. Campbell (Algoma) sald that It was
n peculiar method of bookkeeping that
had been adopted by the government
with the object of making the people be.
lleve they had a surplus between five and
SIX million dollars, when as a matter of
fact the actual surplus did not exceed
o, 000,000, By this method it could alinost
be shown that the Dominion government
itself had a surplus. He challenged the
statement of Mr. Wood that the policy




