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rﬁﬁém were glad to Know that wr
' Mraser’s hea.th was largely restored. J

it would continue to improve, so
that the house and the Liberal p:q,rt'y
might have the advantage of his sound
wisdom and judgment for many years to
come. (App.ause.)

The house rose at 6 o'clock, the inten-
‘tion. being to have an evening sitting
but, on account of the desire of many 01'!
the Conservative members to attend the
‘annual dinner of the Young Canﬂerva-'
tive association, an adjournment was
made imaed.ately after the speaker took
the “chair at 7.20 o'clock.

Mr. Smith (York) has the floor. and
will continue the debate on %Esd:;;.y.

LEGISLATION TO BE PROPFOSED.

|

Notice of the following bills has been
'given :— 1

‘Mr. Mn‘.ﬂahﬁun-—ﬂill fo amend the muni-
,:,c‘pa.l act ; aiso bil! reapecting undertak-
ing and emba'ming. ‘

Mr, Rpss—BIl to amend and consoli-
date the acts respectinz the income and
property of the University of Toronto
and University coliewe,

Mr. Rayside—Eil to amend the muni-
cipal act.,

GAOLS, PRISONS, REFORMATORIES.

There is instructive reading #n the well-
prepared report of the inspac-or of pris-
ons and publi® chastiios un'a 1o eosmmon
grols, prigons and ierormuio=es of the
['I'I'n}\'il'll‘l', and nor the leas: -':':'lii.qulﬂlﬂr}'
feature of it is that it indicates ane  p-
preciable diminution in erime. Inspector
Chambir.ain says :(—

“1 am peasad to be able to report that
during he past vear there has been a
further large decrease mn erime throuweh-
out the provinee, t=¢ namber of commit-
ta's being 1,412 léss than last vear, which
also showed a wonderful Jecrease as
compared with a numbper of years prev-
tous. In no vear since 1873 bave the com-
mittals been so low as In the past veéar,
which mav be accounted for »y the aner-
ostie working of onr clerzy and the noble
afforts of Christian orgaalzations for the
amelicration of the condition of cuar poor
worgking classes. The further decrease
»f Ni3 committais Tor Jdraaiann2ss, as
acrainst that of last year, waich showed
a decrease of 959 as compared with the

| year 1800, is a striking proof of the gond
work that is belng done througnout the
province by the efforts of organizations
for the alleviation of the condition of the
mMaASSes, : .

“The gquestion is often asked, How can |
the existing evil of intemperance he
lrf‘:mmlied? It §is a difficult guest.on to
answer, for, in the face of every effort
in this direction by progress.ve legisia-
tion, the unwearylng efforts of the clergy,
the noble work of our wHmen, the reduc- |
tion of licenses and the imposing of high
license fees, there seems to be but slow
progress in abating the evil. It is tru®
that a great reduction in the number of
commMtals for drunkenness is shown
during the past fow years, still the evil
' abounds to such an extent as to awaken
' 4 feeling of alarm in the minds of all
professing Christians, for undoubtedly
| driuk is the cause of a large per cenlage
of all the crime, destitution, misery and
neglect that exists In our midst. I am
 convinced that the guestion of suppres- |
ging the liquor traffic depends upon the
present mode of attack, as demonstrated
by the decreased number of committals
for drunkenneéss, namely, by teaching our |
chiidren in the public schoo!s and Sun- |
day schools the avil effects of the use of
intoxicating liquors ; the efforts put forth
by the various temperance organizations,
the adoption of the more wise course of
counsel and exampie to the young men
of our land by those in socal and finan-
cial positions, making the social drinking
usages not only unpgpular, but In reality
a bar to good socie'y : a wise and pro-
gressive legislation, to aid the people as
tast as they are prepared to accept and |
carry out the legislation offered. These
are the Imes upon which I think the
most good can be accomplished, and be-
ljeve they will be far more effectual than
any arbitrary legislation at the present
time."” L
The number of adult males committed
during the past year was 1,293 less than
in 1891, and the mumber of adut famales
145 less. The nmumber of boys under six-
teen years of age and algo of girs under
gixteen years shows a g'ight Increase
ovar those of 1891. ‘The total number of
commitbals for 1892 was 9,011, as compared
with 10,423 in 1801. ‘The commlittals of
adult males for 1802 were 7.613, as com-
pared with 8,469 in 1891, The committa s
of aduit females for 1892 were 1388, as
compared with 1,501 In 1831, The commit-
tads of boys under sixtecn years of age
for 1892 were 446, as campared with 421 in
1801. The committals of girls under six-
teen years of age for 1892 were 053, as

practice of commivting old and enfeebled
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voffipaped with 32 9o 18M. As e s
- ast yvear the decrease has been IR
Yy distribuited over the whole pro-
vince. s Sy
‘ The convictions “represented 65.40 per
cent. of the comrifftments, being a shade
less than that of last year, which was
(6.66. “Dhie following table shows, the &ex
of the prisoners convicted and
tionalities, rdigious denominaltions,.
conditions, habits and educational
of the prisoners. ccmmitted :—

R - S
| 1891 189,
Mﬂlﬂ.....'....'.--.-aiﬁ‘ﬁiulunt-i-- 5I4?2 ‘1“
Fuu‘“latlilliillllill"""I'Il-l'-"'_-l""'"‘ lrmn E96
6,482 5495
Nationalities.
BOH!Ill.'lCn.nn.dn................... 51516 '.m

Born in kngland. ....co.cieieeee. L0622 1,281
Eornin In2JanG.....ccoeisccccsesses 10199 1,588
Born in Scotland.....  aia shalibise o 453
Borndn the United States... ..... 655 547
Born in other countrigs........... 292 244

%

10,423 9,011

Religlous Denominations.
' Roman CatholiC.....cccoveveeece.. K794 3,229
Church of Kngland........c...... 3134 2635
Presbyterian.....ccoceiseveccessss 1,008 1200

hiﬂthﬂd.iﬁtu sessnsns "ohaldabsssnnied 1'413
Other denominations..........eee 110

5 £l
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Social Conditions. |

MALTiOA. . v vetoracsssssnganssence SOOI 3254 .
UDMALTION . cccorvcconcnes csnnssce Sol@lodaldll
e > 10,423 3,011

Habits,
Temperato....cooevuven.ns oW ., 3107 2

Intemperate.... socececcacs Civaees. TyORN . NN
10,423 9,011

Jducational Status, .

Could read and write. .. ......... 843 7,155 |

Could ncither read nor write. ... 1,887 1850

8,011

The number of prisoners confineld in
ous custodial iaestitutions of the pro
the close f the past oflicial year, and of the
yea' preceding, is exhibited in the following

SUMINAry :— i
1891, 1592

In the common gaols............... 558 527 |
in the contral prison, Toronto ... 337 €83
In the re ormuatory tor boys, Pene-

tanguishene. ......... s ik Ania VR 168
Iu the reformatory for femnales and
refuge for givis, Toronto. ... ... 121 110

In the Dowminion penitentiary,
hiﬂzﬂmun.“....-..'.tun--...... B?ﬁ

to $131.116 and $135.706 in 1892, During the
year 53 persons were impr'soned for deb
AMr. Chamberiain has this to say of the

persons to the gao's —

‘“rhe greatest difficu'ty in the proper
management of our gao.s and the c.assi-
fication of prisoners and maintaining
c.eaminess and discipline is caused by
thea judges, police magistrates and
justices of the peace conmmitt
to .the gaols, wunder the vagran
act, ol d people (men and wWO-
men) who are guiity of no crime, but
who, on account of poverty and ipability
to carn for themselves a live.ihood, and
having no friends to undertake the re-
sponsibility of thelr care, have no other
shdter. Thesa peopie are committed
from year o Jdel, and in some cases,
have found -ham to have been
ously in our gaols for five or six
thus practically masing our gaois se
as counvy poorhouses. Up to last year
vhese helpless peop.e were compelled to
wear prison c.othing and to subsist on
prison diet, and to such an extent was
th s svatem pursued that it was found
0 cessary to notify the county officiais
. +vat hereafter poor people committed as
cagrants should not be clothed with pri-

n clothing and shoddd be aowed a mo
peral diet than that provided for pris
soners, honing by so doing that thes
county auihorjties would see the necessity
of providing poorhouse accommodation
for this class outside of the gao.s. Uh.ess
such outside accommodation is provided
oon I shall be compelled to require the
ommty authorities to build additions to
(he gaos for the special care and com-
fort of these indizent peopile, as they can-
mot be alowed to occupy the celsmday
rooms and corridors which are required

for the criminal classes., I am plea
vo he able to report that during the [q
vear some of the counties in the %FBE
have provided industria' h‘h'.'nE:!J and
many other counties throughout the pro-
vince are moving in that direetion, amd
I am in hope that in the near future
every county or group of counties will
have provided sutable accommodation
for thelr poor peop e.' |

In the peport of the Andrew I
reformatory for femliles there ia'®
ing falling off in whe number of inr
In 1891 the tatal number in custody Was
901, while in 1892 there were only TN




