» the surpius,. and. every subseguent
get Lim before the committee
. "' The province had been in
i;"&,  haljit of expending large amoyn
e
_the F;‘o at provision for the h'gh:r
Mlﬁm_ml ‘wants of the people had been
‘made for the next quarter of a century.
' - snother dollir Wwas: spent upan
“the bigh school or univer:. ty systems
¢ provision should be made »y which the

people could deorive greater benefit from
. the public schools. Whatever good might

come from the Ontario Agricultural col-

L

as to be scarcely perceptible to
ed eye. Some scheme shounld bo

by the minister of agricuture
ehy information upon agricuitural
| Jects could be imparted to the peopla
a' various points throyghout the pro-
vinee. Mr. Davis had said thiut the
burdens from the people were be'ng re-
: 2 by the governmenty Cowd he
n any particular burden ‘that had
moved. They were imposing new
by creating hew forms of taxa-
meaet the increased expenditure.
itney concluded by paving
ibute to the leader of tha on-
, ho, he said, had been blazinz
the pathway through the woods for the
Rovernment to follow in the way of re-
torms, for the attorney-general remain-
the trammels of an ancient
ti=in, When direct taxation
PWn “upon the previnee with its
and the peopls would appreciate

®floits that had been made iu their
L.

¥ d |

Mit. BALFOUR,
Mr. Balfour, who spoke wifrn his old-
ti For and earnestness, eaid that

ibers of the opposition had beag
Thakit of attacking the gavern-
'8 sources of revenue. What would
have been the result if no timber sales
had taken place ? The Conservative par
ty of the Dominion had inaugurated the
i N. P., with the professed object of en-
couraging the industries of the country.
1f there had been no timber sales one
of the greatest industries—the lumber in-
dustry—would have jlanguished. It had
been said that the stumpage dues werc
too low, but if the amount were increas
ed this important industry would be
spdously hampered. he Dominior gov
ent had sold 5,000 square mies of
timber in 1884 at $ a mile, and had Jdi
posed of timber on Hunter's Island fo

o.M, for which a few months lates
SOV 00 was off ored.
The government had been accused of

taking money away from the imuniecipali-
tiecs by means of license fees, but the
fact was that, instead of the municipali-
ties being taxed more than they were,
the license holders were called upon to

more for the privileges they  held.
& ae legisiation nitiated by the govern-
. on the liquor question had given a

great Impetus to tempoerance work and
thought. He replied to the accusation
that the ecxpenditure had unduly in-
creasad, and showed how nearly all the

| expenditures had been
terests of the people, and if they had
3t been incurred municipalities
hemselvés would have had to tax their
people directly. The expenditure for publie
works was also addine to the Capital ac-
count of the province, and was larger
this year because of the new buildings
in which they were assembled. He re-
ferred to the many necessary and Limport-
ant branches that had been added to
civil government, including the health
board, agriculture, ete. In securing a

directly in the in.

BErves, there weére also increased

i for fire and forest ranging. And

?’.i the

M owing to the .growth of Lae
* was one that would other-
to be borne by the municipall-

ey
gavernment wou'd nct have been doing
| its duty e to the prowvince or to the
‘northern districts if they did not make
ifa fair outhey for opening up the new
flistricrs and afording facilities to set-
wers for reaching the markets: WwWhen the
hon. member for Kent sald that the set-
ters were leaving that portion of the
country he bad not shown much faith in
the census reiurns nor a regard for the
strict facts of the case. He then gave
figures to show that in the Alzoma dfs-
et tive popuation had increased 60 per
| cent. during the past Iweuty years, and
aiso competdly refuting ALr Cliuin v's
statement that townsaips had not béén
-_ ope-n-ed up for settlement. There had been
joo less than 5 townships surveyed and

men, oulside of many others,

E——

3 and in this respect, again, the

_ ts of
aducationai ‘imstitutions, with

ft was sprinkled so thinly over the

e .

Increased revenue from the tim--

:i

matter of public school expendi-
the cost of Inspection was only ‘ne

|
1

MXl to the expenditure for col-
B roRds he was satisfied that the |

opened up by the crown lands de;’f TJ

L

&

cand the difference was néde up by sal s
' of the )

| These liwbilities, while not presently pay-

|

|

- I'm
disposed during the last

““Anot matter deat with by the non.
g’ Kent was tmt;out of I!l::_l'
3 institutions, -
the pubiie o had z
officia's of the asy-
iving in t:ng ::l
: rece -
m;,am ;&twm w:evt::'& beenwumtinned
3 tihwe house. What were “he facts of
4 ¢ the last ae@;iﬂn ﬁ tihcg
legislature he government had appoin
a mmtéomf- ta  investgate  these
claarges, anid he reported '.'.!1:_1.; the cost of
ma.ntenance for ithe officia’s per capiia
in question was about $1 84 per we-ek.l u!r
Y. et s oty ired
ner :
into the m;:-!;s @f 66 simiiar Institutions
in the United States, and had ascectained
that the cost in Ontario was much less
thhan in the United States. The fact of
the macter was that under the present
system the province was ab.e to secure
the services of capab ¢ men at a less cost
thwan could be obtained under a straight
sadary system. My, Balfour then gave an
array of figures proving that the cost
mer capita of the dinmates of the various
asv.ums was lower, with a higher etand-
ard of etficiency, than in the United
States. Taking nine representative in-
gtitut'ons in the States, the average cost
per capita 'was $3 J1, as compared with
$2 68 in Ontario.

Referring to the liabilltfes of the pro-
vince, he sald that in the malter of an-
nuities the liabilities had not been in-
creasexd $1. They could be pald up to-
merrow if necessary. Ome sale of tim-
ber, such as that which recently took
place, would pay up all wur Fablities
under that head.

Mr. DBalfoawr concluded an able and
forcible speech at 5.30 by a refutation of
Mr. Whitney’s statement that informa- |
tion bad been withheld in the public
necounts  cammittee, and with an ex- !
planaitiom of the governmeant’'s position
on the manhood suffrage quzstion.

MR. E. F. CL\RKE. '

Mr. Clarke, member for Toronto, fol-
lowed and claimed that the public ac-
comms did ‘niot present a satsfactory
ahowing, becase it was quMe evident that
in crder do awvwold un indebteiness the
government had bvwan compeaiied v draw
on the timber resources of the provincee,
thelr extremity e government had
twelve manths
of an assat in timbar whivh was increas-
Mg In valve much more rapidlvy than
the asset into wihdch 2t had been con-
verrlted., This expedient had beén resort-
¢d do m order that the governmont might
Keep up its boasted surplus. There w'-sl
no particular credit due to the govern-
ment for ithe rerent sale of timber ex-
cept that they had apparently got thel
full vaiue of what they had disposed of.
The house could not g0 inty ecstaries |
over the surplus when it rem:mbered
the means that had been resomed to to
maintain it. The goveenymient d o
rght to convert one sat of assats nto
anothee that a financlal showine favor-
able to them might be made. The ordin-
ary revenes of the province were not
suffickent to m=>t the ordinary expensd|-
tures. The expenditures excseded the
revenues by three-quarters of a milion

pubie

domain. It was most un-
fair for the government Syppartemrs to
87 1o the country and talk about the
surp.s. Whiile this phis had bheen
époken of im the countrv the provmee
had been steadily craat ng a debt that
Wiis  sieddlly  loercasing in maenitude.

able, must be paid ss>oner or la'ter, and
the postponement of the evil day was
an evidencee not of findame al slrt-n*.::th but
of tinancial weakness, and a d =ability

U0 mmeet  thve obiowat tans when they be-
come du-x.
We on this side

of the house, said Mr.FI

proud of this provinee and
its magnificent resources as any support-

er of the government cowd be, bat they
were anxious to see those resources hus- |
banded. Constant inroads on the ‘r;'-
sources were being made by the govern-
menl, and he repeated Lhves wpll-wr.rrn
charge of the surpius beinz a mvth. 'Phe;ur
were not attacking the s:utr:_--'-s of th.u
revenue of the province, but they were
not satisfied that the expenditures were
;1‘5 carefullyy handied as they mlc;'ht he
The government could not shirk fte rﬁ:
Sponsibility for the deht it had created
He {'rlIl:l;fl'ﬂfl'IPli that the expondiiure :ll';
the pariiament bu Wdings had been e XCOs-
Sive, as it was originally intended that
only three-quarters of a million ahulll-i
De spent on the buildings, Mr. Clarke
huww:;r-r. WIS magnanimons enongh ‘[-l.;
compliiment Hon. Mr Frasoer vepy highly
i hls careful Superwision of the work
of construciion. He was sure all thﬁ;

Clarke, are as




