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lﬁh]ym was au object in wh
commissioner was to be commended, |
leader of the opposition now had accommo- }
dation similar to that provided in Ottawa
and he hoped, and they all hoped, that b

might long live to enjoy it. (La '
1. oy njoy it. (Laughter and

83 borne out by the facts—that w
the province of Ontario stood se
‘Bostate in the union. He was glac

in the speech from the throne an emphatic

| _ The mover and | g
\ *Jhntmn of the intention of maintaining had made apaacha::!fgmn:ilzr ﬁu:r::u t:dtir?“ 5
‘the connection between this coantry and the telligent ang -i o
gent ana well-informed members of the
Mother land, and the statement that all the _ house and good debaters, He concurred i
ﬁglm and privileges which any citizen ia all that lmﬁ been said regarding the lje t:n
Ontario could desire could be had undcr governor., He was a fellow-townsma ‘ f
our present system. This evidenced, what his own,’and he (th Y e

_ _ ! | » and he (the speaker) hal often
Vo i mind was plain, that the great spoken of - his ability, He understood
| Majorisy Qf the peoplu of _t-hp country, Re-. thoroughly the comstitutional dut of a
~ form and Conservative a like, were utterly | governor, and although all his lite gelm :
. and determincdly opp osed to sacrific- Ing to a party notrepresented by this guve:ﬁ-
Ing the commercial or political in- ment, he acted as a constitutional governor
depeadence of the Dominion of Canada. should. It was of immense importance
In these times of unrest, times when the to confederation and coastitutional govern-
future of the country was being tlincuqaml, ment that when the lieutenant-governor
it was important that at the meeting of the wag appointed he should farget that he was
legiglature theemphaticdeclarationshould be a party man, and should act as fairly as her
made that there was a practically unani- majesty would under like circumstances,
muoi opinion throughout the country that Ew.-ry lieutenant-governor he had had to do
the people would never surrender either with in the past twenty years, he was glad
their legislative or commercial independence to say, had acted in this manner, althougl |
to any country in the world. He thought in the majority of cases they belonged to
it was the greatest mistake possible to at- anovher party, (Applause.) |
~tempt to put down any discussion of the There was one other reason why he should
future of the country or to at. not be fierce 1. his reply to the hon. mem-
tempt by any high - handed means ber. Many parts of his speech had Dbeen
to siifle public discussion. The only way in devoted to praise. He had spoken of the
which the weakness of the case of those progress of the province in very stron
who spoke for annexation and those who terms, but he (Mr. Meredith) knew that he
spoke for any other change in the political could mot use an expression strong-
condition of the country cculd be demon- er upon that  point  than he
strated was by allowing free and open dis- (the speaker) had often expressed. |
~ cussion, so long as it was conducted within But what the Liberals complained of
constitutional and reasonable limits. Mr. was thet the progress might have been
Meredivh, continuing, criticized the admin- still greater. They complained that the
istration of the crown lands department country had not been permitted to make as
and the policy of disposing of the forest much progress as if a ditlerent trade policy
wealth of the province, even though high had been pursued. (Applause.) Then the
prices were realized for timber limits. A hon. member had shown his loyalty to our
radical change of policy was required. The constitutional relations and to our Queen.
forests should be conserved, and those He (the speaker) sympathized with hun
arts of the country from which the timber there, and the speech was in the same vein,
ad been taken should be reforested. He The hon. member had expressed appro-
expressed his approval of the intention of bation of the government’s endeavor to deal
the government to take up and improve with the voters’ lists, and had pointed out
the ditches and watercourses act, and also some of the dilliculties they all recognized
spoke favorably of the proposal to amend | and desired to remove, Heagreed with the
t}:oﬂ law in regard to the voters’ lists, hon. member that the changes should be
objecting, however, to the applica- made before the next election, and this was
tion of the principle of minority | the purpose of the government in prepariug
! representation to Toronto alone, the bill.  Any announcement of the scope
| the object of which he said was to give I of the measure at present would not be so
| the government another supporter. He re- necessary, as the bill itself would be in the
gretted that the governmeny had not yet hands of the members within ten days.
dealt with the question of the mines and The crown lands policy had met with the
| minerals of the province, and expressed the | approval of the country. The hon, mem-
belief that there was a strong feeling in the bers opposite had urged that a timber com-
country that something ought to be done to mission should be appointed, but the
encourage the development of the resources zavermwent had opposed this because no
of the province. Another atter of regret commission could get any more information
was that there was no proposition in the

than was already in the department. The
hon. member had objected to the poliey of
the department in regard to the sales of
| timber. Our system was better in every
way than any system ever adopted by any
republic or state, any proyince of the Do-
minion or by the Dominion itself.

speech from the throne in regard to desir-
able changes in the assessment laws., He
was pleased to see that the government pro-
posed legislation in regard to the treatment
of juvenile offenders. Mr. Meredith com-
plained of the lateness of the time at which

the house had been uullm! to meet, and said l'ake, for instance, the timber of
* that while anxious to facilitate the progress the  Dominion.  They had parted
of business, he would be compelled vo insist with their  timber, but in such

on the conmstitutional right of the opposi-
tion of having suflicient time allowed them
to examine the accounts and consider the
estimates, Iinally he congratulated Sir
Oliver Mowat upon the distinction which he
had recently received at the hands of her

& way that instead of getting the highest
price the profit got into the hands of poli-
tical favorites. For a small sum important
limits had gone in that way. That was not
done in Ontario as every one knew. Then
the hon. member said they were using up

majesty. their capital.  Well, even so, he ought to
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S REPLY, rf-lummhcr that no better policy has been
Sir Oliver Mowat said that the hon. adopted anywhere else, not even by his

member (Mr. Merodith) had spolzen so nice- fr;i::lliﬁn“t n?“’"‘?m' t.lhﬂ P“:l”-‘.? ﬁhﬂg' “’“3
ly that he had no heart to say anything in | pm{;“uﬁ'l thplﬂsﬂln “;_aﬂ : mﬂ %Et:e a.nt
lyy, He had referred to him (the Pl y 0 OBy Polioy In Lhe intoresss
reply e il b of the country. If they did not sell the
. speaker) as fﬂtgz lw:.r : :ijwuh: “tl “‘i timber it could not be preserved, and it was
the “ﬂ,n:.l‘; uh 4 pruwmi]q. n:l il- ﬂrhb‘lﬂ of immense service that they should sell to
how g gmierhﬁsliﬂf 11-“1 ‘1 :u‘“:hg L:') those who would bave a direct interest in
T'I:lqho;}:l retiring room 5k Ul 'ts preservation. A single fire would cost
viding . R S . e millions of dollars, aud if not sold from
sight on the P& of lbbi' ern-min 9 IL time to time it would take a perfect
t;t}:ﬂlﬂ:;:::r) “”EEL o m:;“r :la.;r I;: army of men to guard it, besides the greater
)

: i 4 encouragement given to trespassers under
Wﬂ“mhr lt;.“ E:.l:tirail:hmin :::: tﬂu such a system, With re;:anlpt,n the mining |
o ﬂiﬂib‘l) had been ag]uﬁ 7 Hitrtai:;' in ’ PU“U}', tlm}' had not yet quit& matured the
(Mo ﬂhc;mfurto that the l%uu cmﬁ Ay course that was under consideration.
seat of xious that for the t:ema' mll?‘ Aunomalies in the assessment laws had been
Hi;l::m‘n | life he should be more l::;r:: refcrred to, but it was extremely difficalt
0

to obiviate these, and many older states hal
grappled with the question with less suc-
cess.  On the whole he was quite satisfie i
with the hon, membor’s speech, and glad to
| know that they could a.ree on so many
pommts. (Applause,)

3 in the house—(ap piause) —and




