I have been connected for five years in]
the Hcuse of Commons, and for the las: [
year in the Local Legislature as well, withj

my friend Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, who
has th oughout taken a leading part 1n Op-§
position in the House of Commons up tof
this time, and has assumed officafmwith me
in the Local Legislatare. Mr. ckenzie
has been more intimately thrown togotherp
with me for the last five vears)
than perhaps any other public  man.}
Our intercourse has been most ' cor-B
dial, constant and unrestrained, and therel
18 pothing in my public life to which I'could§
refer as having given me pain—and there -
ar circumstapces that havegiven me}
paw&h does mot sink into insignifi-§
cance besiae the pain Lhave felt at the un-&
just observations a attacks which
have boen made u friend ou recent
occasions. I have to say this, that when I
was calledjupon vo forin a Government 1 fei! |8
IL necessory to the interests of the countryk
that my hands should be strengthened by )
my friend taking office with me, andf
the greatest difliculty that I foundf
in the formation “tbat Govern-E
ment was to potr . Mr.  Mackenzie §
to assume the positi® w 8o worthily
fills—of Treasurer -of Mo. Not that]
Mr. Mackenzie was anwilling—he has al-}
ways been willing—to make any sacrifice inf:
hispower forthesakeof hiscountry and of tha |
party with which he felt the greav interestst
of the country were identified—but that :
his own views of his public duty led him tof
hesitate, Heoffered his support to the i
Government ide the Cabinet, but he de- ;
sired that I w

Id not ask him to taked
oifice and it was with the utmosy reluctance!
that he at length® conserft®d. I havel
found him to be the truest and most faithful

of friends and colleagues. Efforts have

been made by the adversary to weaken

Mr. Mackenzie's positiod in the Legislature

at Ottawa, and obserVations have gonef
abroad with reference to my relations with!
him which have given great pain to me.
It has been said that 1 was desirous of
withdrawing from the Local Legislature in
order to obtain a leading position in the
Commons. My only desire was to go there®
1o assist my friend Mr. Mggkenzie ag his¥
faithful supporter in the'fature, as [ trust Ib
have been in the past. I have no ambition|
to be any other than a private member off
Parliament. I believe “in, party goveru-}
ment. 1 am a party man, and Shelong
party to which I intend to stick long ag
it carries oul 1ts principles. (Applanse.)g
My personal desire has always been, tof
act in the ranks and along with the rafiSH
of that party,and in no ether or more prom-g
inent capacity; and in that position I should§
find myself it returned to the House. of!
Commons on a future occasion, and I havef
told my friends that. whether on the rightf
hand or on the left of the Speiker,my place}
must be in the ranks., 1 have to say to¥
you and to my countrymen generally that}
of all the public men whom 1 have Iﬂﬂt——-
&nd | have observed, I hope, not unfairly,§
but closely the men of both sides—I knowf
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no man of » equal diligence, of equalf
self-sacrifice, of greater integrity, of
& nicer sense of private aud public‘
virtue ; no man | sternly devoted tog
the cause which iIn his consciencelk

believed to be rightyand more willingly and
incessantly lending his every eflort to the
success of that canse than my friend Mr.
Mackenzie, whom we are all proud to
acknowledge as one of the nost prominent®
public men in the Domiuion of Canada, and§
for whose good and great qualities my ownf
admiration has been intensified by time.”#

(Applause).
A SECOND TRIBUYE.

Hon. Edward Blake, speaking at Wing.
ham during the compaign of 1887, paid a¥;

high tribute to the dist - zuished services nf{;
Mr. Mackenzie. After referring to L]IE#
storm of abuse that was hurled for manyji
yeurs it ?\i*. FIH-‘-‘I;L'I.:‘.J‘ tt'liflﬂ h!.: was ll‘:ildul'é-;
of the Liveral purty, Mr. Bluke suid :— ¥

“Lins—uiids was the conrse pursued while™

e ¢
e was our leader ;0 bnt

Mr. Mackon;
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: :  fap B
b anhuppliy for his party and uuhupp:t}'#

-~

friend is rather laid$
waside by illncss, - “w that the condition offs
#his general health and the féebleness of ks :
§voite prevents him from taking as promi-gh
inent and effective a part in the con uet o

Sfor the cot:ntry, our

jpublic affairs as in  former days, 68
now, forsooth, they acknowledge that
these charges were false and cal.
jumnious,  Sir  Join Macdonald, ? |
:xample, at London the other day de-
clared that Mr. Mackenzie was and is anf

honest man, and that he acted to the best
gof his judgment. So say they all now.¥;
i 'hank God, Mr. Mackenzie’s reputation}
jdoes not depend upon the commendations ot}
i5ir John Macdonald! He is gratified, notf
jdoubt, at these avowals, and doubtless hel#
also undersvands as you do, and despises as}
you do, the motive which prompts hisgs
former slanderers to-day. The motive iskh
palpable, and it is twice as mean as it jslf
gpalpable. I have had once or twice thelft
charges or insinuations against me which¥s
generally accompany thesze encomivms andgs
retractions.” After reading the answerf
he gave Sir John Macdonald in Parliameat 5
n 1881, in reply to the statement that hef
gsupplanted Mr. Mackenzie in the office of i
#lsader of the Liberal party, saying that hol¥
dhad always shunned the position and onlyjs
j'ssumed it with the utmost reluctance, i@
aMr. Blake continued:—**] wish, however I
duhat these words of our opponents were . I
companied by a little measure of fair deeds. &
i \Whatevar they say, they do not act in vhels
gsame way., They first gerrymandered thelll
driding of East York, the chosen constituency®
dof Mr. Mackenzie. They failed to win.[®
§ Lhen they morganised that gerrymanderedg
%ciding under the infamous lgra.nuhias Act, &
JAnd now they are trying to Boultbeefy the
jriding ! They are seeking not merely toffy
§defeat Mr. Mackenzie, but to defeat him byl
g\lfred Boultbee ! But for this they musti
duave the consent of the electors, and in thatf -
yeerrymandered and morganised cou:titu-M
qency I have every reason to believe there s
{left an ample reserve of public spirit to se- &
joure us a victory. I rejoice to see that ourfs
j{riend has accepted the nomination, and I
qcead the other day, as I am sure you did,$
iwith emotion the brief but patrigtio speechf
jhe made to the conyention, The circum.§
gitances were moving. They reminded melR
jof the lines the poet putd in the mouth of
¢in old hero and statesman, speaking to hisf}
gcomrades in his declining years :—

gThough much is taken much abides; and

"f tnﬂ'ugh 1 :
fWo uEu not now that strength which in oldf
ayS :
dMoved earth and Heaven, that whict we are ‘.

wWe are ; ;

{O0ne equal tem per of heroic hearts ,
Mude u;ﬁnk by time and fate but strong in
w ¥

; l'o strive, to seek, to find and not to vield.
THE DUTY OF A PUBLIC MAN.

The speech to which Mr. Blake referred
gwas delivered at Unionville, Oct, 16, 1886, §
AMr. Mackenziesaid :—*““Mr. President andg
yeentlemen, it is a matter of the deepest re-f
gzret that I am quice unable to address »
ipublic meeting. I cannot tell, of course.k
gnow long that disability may last, but whilel
't does last the excitoment of uttempting tofs
speak makes iv wholly impossible for me tof
give my thoughts adequate utterance. IS
(eel deeply grateful for the recognition youM
have given of what livtle service [ have beenf
able to give you since I became your mem-P
ber. My illness has prevented me giving asf
much attention to my constituents as I}
seould desire, and although I have endeavor- .
ed to the best of my ability to attend to myf
Parliamentary duties, I have not heen ablef
to use my time as I could wish. However,§
[ can only say that I shall do the best I can
in the interest of the riding and especially®
in the interest of the conntry. And I warnl
you that when the interests of the countryf

pflict with the interests of the party I3
stick to the country. I have no doubt thaty
he united Reform party will so conductf
the aflairs of the country as to merit myap-§
proval. The country has become thorough-f
\y disgusted with the system of govern-g
meat that has prevailed sincg 1878. I haveh




