4/

that some of the high schools should be |
closed. This he thought would be the |

surest way to arouse the friends of the pub-
lic schools, for there was no clashing or di-
versity of interest between the public and
the high schools. Mr. Clancy rose and
stated that he did not propose exactly to
close high schools.

Mr. Harcourt replying said he was glad
to hear that, for he could not understand
that anyonme should have the idea that
there was a clashing of interests between
these schools. The 3liniltﬂr of Kducation,
he said, deserved to the fullest all the com-
pliments that had been so effusively heap-
ed upon him by the educationists of this
continent. He had established model
schools and had increased their efficiency
by wise regulations. He had introduced
and encouraged the kindergarten system,
and had in every department u&aducutinn
sought to maintain and increas® their effi-
ciency.

Mr. McColl said he was not opposed to
grants for high schools, but he thought the
public schools were not being aided in the
same ratio,

Mr. Meredith said it was not to be sup-
posed thalthey were opposed to the en-
couragement of popular education, as they
fully recognised the danger involved in an
uneducated democracy. He repeated the
statement made that there was a feeling
throughout the country that the pub-
lic schools were not receiving their
fair share of attention. He would warn the
Government not to shun this matter, for if
this feeling were allowed to grow it would,
he hulicv::lﬁ, be disastrous to the intorests of
higher education ia this ’rovince,

ilr. Ross, replying to the charges made,
said that the fifth form had not been
abolished in the public schools, as it was
optional with the trustees to have it in any
sciiool. The fifth form was in existeace in
many schools throughout the counties, and
they show that the attendance was not fall-
ing off. He would state that last year the
number attending the fifth class was 12,384,
while in 1832 it was only 8,990, At the
same time it was true that in =ome of the
rural schools there was a daager that the
fifth class would monopolise attention to
the detrinent of th2 lower classes, The
standard of the fourth class now was equal
to the fifth class standard of a few yoars
ago. He challenged the statement that the
public schools of this FProvince were
peglected or were mnot uv to the
full standard of efliciency. Such a
statement was unfuir to the 8,000 teachers
of the P'rovince, to the 67 inspectors and to
the public opinion of this country., It was
not true. There was not a scintilla of
truth ia it, and if the hon, members wanted
a commisaion to ascertain the facts he was
[‘.il'l_!pﬂ.l'l:ll to tavor 1t, and to show that the
publie schools never were in a higher state
of efficienzy. He hoped the impression
would not go abroad that this House was
hostile to hicher education, or that there
was any doubt as 1o the efliciency of
the system. Thne tendency of the
high school system was to place
the cost of that course upon the
pupil rather than upon the country, and
this wad in accordance with the principle
that should prevail. Ile did not regret
that this discussion had avisen, as it had
atiorded him an opportunity to give the
House some information on this subject,
and of stating that the greatest care was
taken to conserve the interests of the pub-
lic schiool system of the Province,

When the amount for normal and model
schools came up, Mr, Meredith asked if

't be charge, he understood, was the serious
one of kissing young ladies. (Laughter,)
Mr. Sol. White-—Perhaps he was ‘‘pecu.
liarly fitted.” (Laughter.)
Mr. Rosa—*‘Probably the young lad.:s
were peculiarly fitted.” (Renewed laugh-

ter.) Seriously, he added, the charge had |

not  being eubstantiated. Evidence was
called for, but there was none forthecoming,

The full estimates for the depirtment, |

soma charge had not been made against one |
of the teachers jand an investigation held.

nmuuntirg

to 36585,226 92, were adopted,
and the

ouse adjourned at 10.35.
LEGISLATIVE NOTES.

A DEPUTATION OF DOMINION GRANGEBS WANT

THE NUMBER OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS
REDUCED,

A deputation from the Dominion Grange, |
consisting of Messrs, Peter Hepinstall, R,
Wilkie, H. Glendinning and Jabel Robin-
son, was introduced to the Govermaent this
afternoon by Mr. Gibson (Huron). They
presented the following petition :—

To the Hon. the Attorney-General
and Government of the Province of On.

tario: The petition of the undersigned

Executive Committee, by direction of the

ng of the Dominion Grange
in the City of London, humbly

annual meeting
recently held
showeth :

That if there is any opinion upon which
all classes and parties of the people of this
Province are united it is that our country
i3 overgoverned. Ve freely admit the ex-
cellence of our systemn, but with the great
majority of our people we believe that in
several respects the work would be quite as
well done by a less number of representa-
tives. As in former years, we desire to call
your attention to the formation of the
County Councils, Some 40 years ago when
the present system was inaugurated much
of the country was sparsely settled which is
now closely inhubited, The provisions of
the act, which at that time were guite ap-
plicable, are now unnecessary and cumber-
some, Insome parts the population has
become so numerous that every member of
the Township Couucil has a seat in the
County Council also, and the size of some
of the County Councils has been thereby
increased until they have become enormous-
ly expensive and cuambersome, while
in other counties it is not felt necessary to
have them reduced,

T'he plan which we propose has the ad-
vantage of giving the people themselves the
power to reduce them at pleasure or re-
taining them us they are at present consti-
tuted. It is as follows :—71he ballots for
the municipal elections to have a blank for
the electors to vote “‘yen” or “‘nay”; that

At any election where the majority vote yea
' the County Council shall consist of the
- reeves only, and that cach reeve shall be en-

I

L

" ing the 50-rod limit

titled to as many votes aa there had been |
deputy reeves in his municipality n  addi-
tion to his own. We do not elaim that the
foregoing method is entirely free from ob-
jection, but we do not know of any that is,
While we Dbelieve this method possesses
advantages which are not found in any that
we have heard proposed, and it provides as
tully for the accomplishment of the objects
sought, we again desire to enter our pro-
test against tolls upon both roads and mar-
kets, and express a hope that the Govern-
ment will discover some means whereby
both will soon be totally abolished. We
take pleasure to notice the action taken by
the Government looking to the amendment
and consolidation of the drainage laws Dby
sppointing & cominission to take evidence
rt:::lmt:t,iug the operation of the pregent acts,
and hope many of their defects may be re-
moved and means found to reduce
the cosv of their operation and the
expense of litigation which follows.
And we hope that if the act known as the
Ditches und Watercourses Act be retained
it may be restored to usefulness by remov-
which was added to it
a few years ago. \We are also pleased to
learn by the newspapers that some action is
likely to be taken to reduce the number of
grand jurors, it being en institution that, |
so far as we are able to judge, might, with-
out injury to the cause of justice, be total-
ly abolished. All of which is respectfully
submitted.

PerEr HEpiNsTALL, Master.

Ronr. WILKIE, Secretary.

HrNry GLENDINNING, | Executive

Japkn Roeinsox, J Committee,

Mr. Mowat said that while the scheme

proposed for reducing the number of coun-
cillors was supported by some it was
strongly opposed by others. It would b-

|
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