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ok pENTIMSY,
being an increase of $169,772 in five short

years,

The yearly reports clearly show that the
per capita cost of iaihtenance 18

| noticeably less than that in similar 1n-
stitutions in the United States.
To speak in general terms of increased ex-
penditures without any refercnce to their
}mbure or necessity is misleaaing and un-
air,

From time to time new services have been
demanded of the Province, and it has as-
sumed new functions.

The Legislature, urged on by public

opinion, has imposed new and heavy obliga-
and thus we have

tiong on the Province, :
been compelled to bear burdens which
hitherto had fallen on the municipalities or
private individuals. We all know that
each session new grants are persistently
and earnestly asked for, and that it isat
times difficult to resist pressure in this
direction.

Considerations such as these explain in-
creased expenditures and compel every can-
did man not only to justify them butv also
to frankly admit that the business atfairs of
the Province have been always conducted
in a mest economical manner.

In leaving this branch of my subject I
will remind the House that these increased
grants to education, hospitals and asylums,
public institutions and agriculture are sub-
stantially grants to the muniui!mlitiau in
relief of their local taxation. The widely
beneficial results of this very liberal meas-
urz of Provincial aid are manifest. It
his been a powerful factor in building
un our school system,
promoting better methods of agriculture,
aad in providing humane and intelligent
treatment for the sick, the blind and the
inseue.

At the commencement of the year we had
ab our credit in the banks $44,792. We re-
ceived from all sources during the year
34,140,089, Our total expenditure was
34,165,063, and at the end of the year we
had on hand in the banks £19.818. When
it is remembered that we expended $620,-
991in public buildingsaioue,thus adding that
large sum to our permanent capital invest-
ments, that we gave §100,000 to the uni-
versity, that we spent $98,312 on colon-
isation roads, that we loaned £62,887 to
some municipalities for purposes of drain-
age and advanced $47,111 to other muni-
cipalities on account of land improvement
fund, that 3311,000 went for railway aid,
that our receipts exceeded our estimate, and
that we expended less than the House
authorised us to expead, it will be admitted
that the general result is exceedingly satis-
factory.

A YEAR'S TRANSACTIONS.

A fair sammary of the years transactions
may begiven in a fow words,  Our ordinary
receipts were $3,3¢7,.070. Add to this cash on
hand al the beginning of the year, viz., $44,729,
and we have $5,371,862.  Our ordinary expendi-
ture, in which I donotinclude the $37,500 given
to county houses of refuge, was $3.39] 23],
Therefore our ordinary expenditure exceeded
our ordinary receipts by the very small sum of
$15,39. But wo must remember thatof this
so-called ordinary expenditure a sum not less
than $412,243 was spent on publie buildings,and
tiwat no less than 1150.536 was spent during the
year on new buildings at Mimico and Orillia.
I'reating this Mimico and. Orillia expenditure
as capitaland not ascrdinary expenditure -and
this is whet is done by other Governments-—
we had asurplus on the year's (ransactions
of ?141.217. Our railway exnenditure is rapid-
ly deereasing ; our expenditure on public build-
ings will be much less in the future than it has
been in Lhe past;we have almost completed our
new Parliament buildings ; our controllable ex.-
penditures are kept down Lo the lowest pos-
sible figure; and therefore I say that we can all
tuke o very pl_murful view of our tinancial out-
look. No British colony, no other Provinee.can
present a balance sheet one-half as favorablo.
A word as to tho assets of the Province, These
are 50 well known and have been the siubject
of such frequont debate that they require but
little explanation. We still have the Dominion
?, per cent. bonds to the amount of $ 00,00,
I'hese mature in Mareh, 1893, We have added
during the yvear nearly $7,000 to our drainage

estments, which now aggregate $524.17
ust funds, fAregale 524,195,
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in urig;iu:ting and |

the nature and origin of which |
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Fsum we deduct certain small

 hand bank balances

claiming

. -
have been so often explained, rem

familiar with, is slightly increased
the fact that it is this year divided
of the r?uﬂtlt u?gsun.bﬂm
ance of unpaid su _
appears in the schedule in our hands, ‘Fl?ﬁi
81,590,519, remains as it was last year. Allto

theso assels amount to samhu.linm due 1o
the municipalities on account of the land 'm
provement fund, as also Quebee’s share of ugr
collections on account of common school lani A
for two years past, inall $17,560. We had In
to the amount of

19,818, so that our surplus al the
:u of the year, after nduut,ipgaibﬂnl
llabilities now payable, amounted to $5,285," 1%

The reality of
scriously questioned. It was at one time con-

tended that, while we could expect tO receive

interest from these trust funds, we could never

get possession of them or control them.

They have always {iﬂldud a rich return ‘by
way of interest, and therc was no good reason
why we should ask to have them handed over
to us. And yet the suggestion came from the
Finance Minister at Ottawa two years ago th?t
the requisite legislation should be had in order
that the Dominiom might hand them, or an

important part of them, over Lo us, so that this

contention can no longer be m_nint.aind.

On one ogeasion when this question was
under discussion in this House, when we were
that these assets were real and

tangible, my hon. friend who leads the Opﬁ?r-.

sition said, “Why don't you get a check

this ¢
A few weeks ago, acting for once, at least,

received a check for $500,000 of it. It should
be, and doubtless is, a sour. e of great satisfac-
tion to all of us, regardless of mere party con-

siderations, to know that the Province has this

large surplus upon which we can readily and

al any time draw in cases of ernergoncy.

THE QUESTION OF ASSETS.

Were I to follow, in presenting a statement
of tho assets of the Province, the practice of
Jarge financial corporations such as banks and
insurance companies, a practice to which no
business mnan ever takes exception, then our
assets would be more than double the sum |
have named. OQOur large tl ancial corporations
include intheir assets not only tho bulidings

they own, but even their otlice furniture, Our |

schools, colleges, asylums and other publie
buildings are indispensabio and as necessary
to the Province as are the oftlices they occupy
Lo commercial corporations. In connection
with our public buildings we have more than
2,000 acres of Jand, somo of it, especially that
which is sivuate in this city, very vulun.gle. A
carcful valuation of this land alone, recently
made al my request, shows it to be worth more
than a million and a quarter of dollars. Our
public bulldings have cost more than six and
& half millions of dollars, The unpaid balances
due to the Province on sales of Crown lands
amount, as I stated last year,

four and a guarter millions of dollars, If we

o were then to present a strictly commercial

- vinces each year laments his inability to sce a |

- upon capital account and is stil! behind.

-~ the future—I do not speak of existing

- statement wo could reasonably claim that we

have assels, and they are as good as those
of any commercial corporation on the conti-
nent, to the amount of at least
millions of dollars, and that our surplus is twice
as large as we have ever claimed it to be.
If we look about us, a glance at the linances of
Lthe sister Provinces will

The Treasurer of more than one of these Pro-

way of escape from the * gloomy groove of

annual defleits.” The large and constantly in-

creasing debt of Quebec is from an Ontario

point of view alarming, and all parties there
soem Lo tako it for granted that sooner or later
- the Federal Government must come to the |

rescue.  Prinece Kdward Island has drawn

Scotia and New Brunswick have int‘ﬂﬁzc‘;
large debts, and thﬂy are once more agitating
for betier terms. Nova Scotia urgently nsks
the Dominion to relieve her of liabilities to the
amount of amillion and a half of dollars, New
Brunswick, with a population of only 321 204
had at the close of last year a bonded debt of
$2,542,000. And where, sir, we may well ask. is
this Loend ! [ do not forget that Lhese three
smaller Provinces with an aggregate popula-
tion of only 880,905,0r two-fifths that of Ontacio
alone, maintain separato Legislatures, ecach
of them baving a second chamber, and that
because of this tne administrative work is
trebled, and the expenditures on educa-
tion, administration of justice and publie
works is very much larger than would
otherwise be ncecessary, At the same
time we may well, nay, we must insist, that
any settlement of these difileulties as concerns
tions, whother by means of inerease :ﬁ::ﬁ:h
pranis Lo cach of the Provinces, having strict
regard to population, or otherwise—should bo
a comprehensive settiement, arrived at alter a
carceful «tudy of the whole situation, altered as

it is in 50 many regards since orea as
that it -y e Confederation;

uluullmrr d““ﬂ“ of the Foderal
therealler be spent in  *special rants”
o L. S
'hﬂttu?luﬁrnm, and Lhat it Hhﬂlllﬁ be in lﬂtl.
regzards fair, wo ask no more, to our own Pro-

ilreasury should

changed in amount, and the common gchool

! ‘i ; woe ars ol
fund, the paciicuiars of which e e of

on the basis

I'he amount of the bal-
and other credits, as

From this

this surplus can be no longer

should be an abrolutely final « |
S e ottle- |
ment, made so by Tmperial enactment; that m?t. |

on his suggestion, we asked for and promptly

to upwards of |

give us additional |
cause for thankfulness that we have persist-

antly adhered to a policy of rigid economy. :
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