“amended in committee and allowed, to stand

for third roading Lto-morrow,

O the amendment to the Public Health Act,
the bill was referred back to committee, and
there the feature giving the board cortain con-
troi n respeet of the charactor of new waler:
works was struck out at the instance of the
Minister. My, Meoredith complimented Mr.
Dryden on the courage he had shown in ac-
knowledging a wrong, and incidental-
ly expressed regret that the Ministry
were not generally more ready to do the
same. Mr, Mowat smilingly remarked that it
wus one of the characteristics of his Govern-
ment and his fol'owers o acknowledge when
there was even any chaunce of l.lu.g:r“hi:mg
wrong. “Except on the Mimmg Bill,” sug-
rested Mr. Conmee, and the inatter ended in &
augl, the bill being reported with amendg
ments by the comuitt ee.

The Minister of Hdumt:loh.j

On the bill to revise the laws respecting the
Education Department Mr. White moved,
“That it is expedient to place the Kducation
Department underthe coutrol of a non-political
head, and that the bill bhe referred back
to committee of the whole, with instructions
to amend tho same by abolisbing the position
of Minister of Fducation atter the dissolution
of the present House,”

This amendment Mr, White supported in a
brief specch, in which so little was said that no
attempt was made to reply, and the vole was
brought on at once. The division list showed
Jl yeas Lo Ol nays ;-

Division List.

Yras.—Barr, Bush, Campbell tAlﬁumn!.
Campbell (Durham), Clancy, Clarke, H. Lk
(T'oronto), Fell, Glendinning, Godwin, Ham-
mell, Hiscott, Hudson, Ixerns, McCleéary, Me-
Coll, Meboeneghan, Magwood, Meacham, Mere-
dith, Metean!fe, Miscampbel:, Monk, FPresion,
iweid, Rorke, smith (Frontenac), White,
Whitney, Willoughby, Wood (Hastings),
Wylie-3l.

NAYs.—Allan, Awrey, Balfour, Baxter, Big-
gar, Bishop, Blezard, Caldwell, Carpenter,
Charlton, Chisholm, Clarke (Wellington),
Cleland, Conmee, Dack, Davis, Dowling, Dry-
den, Ferguson, Field, Fraser, Garrow, Liiba-l{m
(Hamilton), Gibson (Hurvon), Gilmour, Guthrie,
Harcourt, Hardy, Lockhart, Loughrin, McKay
(Oxford), Mchkay (Victoria), McKechnie, li.
Moisenzie, Mack, . Mackenzie, Moore,
Mowar, O'toaunor, Paton, Porter, Rayside,
1loss, Sharpe, smith (York), Snider, Sprague,
>tratton, Tait, Waters, Wood- -5,

Separate Schnols.

\Jt will be romembered that at a former stage

-"

of this bilt Mr. Meredith criticised it as not
contaming the reference to Separate Schools
contained in provious statutes on the same
subject, and as Lhereby giving up the right of
control on the part of the Government, or at
least leading in that direction. e announced
that before this bill was passed he would put
Dimself on record on this subject. On Mr,
While's amendment being disposed of and the
motion for third reading of the bill being called
again, Mr. Meredith moved the rfollowing
amendment:—

“Thut every school supp rted in whole or in
part by money voted by this House, anl every
schoolon the trustecs or other governing body
of which the Legislature hus conferred the
power of levying taxes f rits support, 1s sub-
Jeclh Lo the regulation of and w control by
the Legisiature ; that neither the British
Noirth  Amwerica Act nor any other
act or Jaw has divested the Legislature
of that power or conferred it upon any religious
organisilion or body ; that the righis conferred
0y Lhe said act upon ersccured Lo the suvport-
ers of Separate or dissentient schools are civil
cighls appe Lining o them as citizens, and
that il is neither the constitulional authority

ol the Legislature, through the Depart-
ment  of  kMducation,  to  regulate  such
~chools nor to preseribo the text books

Lo be usud and the course of study to be pur-
stued In their religious instruction ;' and
that the sad bill be not now read the third
time, but bo forihwith referred back to the
colnmitice @' the whole Hous¢, with instruc-
Lion to ameud the same s0 a8 10 include such
sceparale and dissentient schools within the
Lsses of s hools dealt with by the said bill.”
Lue speech in support of tuis resolution had
evidently been prepared with some care. He
began by saying that it was diudieult in any
viase o deal with questions involving diiter-
vnces of race and creed, but far more dittcult
wihen poatical, considerationg intervened and
politicad r;.;nl.u\ Wi Lo be muude by raiving the
cry Lhatl appuals were buing made Lo passion
and vegualce. e disclaimed any desiro
wound the feelings or interfere with the faith
ob any man, and, declaring that in his veins
Howed as goud Roman Catholic blood as in
Lnose of the Commissioner of Public Works
AR Fraser), wao bhad erdticised him chis afves-
uoon, decanded to know why it should be s p-
posed Lhut be would seek wantonly to interfere
with Lhe libertios or oulrage Lhe sentinents of
his tebow-citizens of  Koman Calholie origin.
dul, great a- Lad been the need lor p.ain
speaking bolore, the necessity was greater than
ever now. Men who Kept their eyes open could
nol bul see, he contended, that encroachments
were being made upon the puulic control ol
cducation, and tais bill be WOk W be one of
the sigms of il. e referred to Quebec as
an exam !¢, and, while admitting tuat there

Cwere good and loyal

- cause Lhe people to rise and

e

-

.

meu ihere, Lhere
Jhiere was growing up in’ the Province a party
not loyal Lo Briusa connection orto the Conica
sration. ile quoted the remarks attributed to-
amgr. Labelle, Deputy sinister of Agriculture
uader Mr, Mercier, to the effect Lthat the
wrowth ol the French-Canadian population in
Quebee and in New  kngiand gave hopo of a
time  when there would be a powerful
people united in support of French insti-
ruiions and the Roman Catholic religion. He
contended that if the assertion of the right to
tax tor school purposes and Lo compe

necessarily involved the right of control of the
means by which education was to be given, He
quoted former statutes at some length to show
that they contained recognition of a power of
controthing Separate Schools which was not
contained in this bill, and for that rcason he
oppused it and demanded Lhe change caded for
oy his resolution. 1n closing he declared that
he cared nothing for the resullts to his own po-
litical fortunes. *1 care nothing for a political
future,” he said, His object wusg to scek the
benetit of the Provinee of Ontario, and that ob-
ject he would pursue unswervingly.

Mr. i'raser in his reply expressed regreot thet
the question of Public Schools had been so
much discussed in puolic places, for that dis-
cussion was not calculated to allay irritaticn
and to induce what was best for the Province
or the Dominion. But the hon, leader of the
Uprmitiuu and his friends scemed determined
Lo

keep it in the scething stato in which they
had kept it for years past, in order to
make political capital for thomselves, 'I'his led
him up to a consideration of Mr, Meredith's
words concerning charges made against him
of seeking political advantage l.hrul;gh Lins
agitation. Mr. Fraser declarved with frankness
that in his opinion no charge had ever been
mworo Justly made or more clearly proven
aguinst a public mman. One proof of it he round
in the view taken I:R' the loman Catholies them-
<elves, Formerly divided between the political
partics, they had supported the Government
more numerously in the election of 1887, and in
the last election they pronounced aguainst the
Opposition leador praclically as a umit, for the
reason that they believed him Lo be raising a
cry aguainst them for his own litical wd-
vantage. Asagainst Mr, Meredith's attempts
al Justification, he remivnded the House of
Ltoe lact Lthat the Opposition had sought by
their * Facts for lrish Kiector«" to cause

the Roman Catholics to regard the Liberals as

prejudiced ageinst Scparate Schools and
Wisuto guardians of Lthe interests of the sup.
porters ol those inslitutions., Not only Roman
Calliolics, but a iarge proportions of the Fro-
testant population ranged themszelves against
the hon. gentleman,
case  on  the merits of the question in
hand, the hon, gentleman spoke of Mr.
Mercier and annexation, quotin the
uilerances attributed to Mgr, Labelle in
he press. The hon, gende.nan would hardly
care to be held responsiule for everything at-
tributed by the pressto him, and ax for charges
of annexution they were so generally made
and against so many men in the ranks of the
Liberals of Canada, a party which at every
crisis had
Lo the peple, that they had ceased to fright-
en  anybody. He reminded the House
of the taunts thrown across from
the Opposition before the election
that they would soon come into wer. They
expecied to roach the treasury benches, and
Lthiey chose their platform with that view.
Bul their appeal to passion and prejudice was
in vain, Referring to the word * strangers,”
which Mre. Mevedith had  used in speak-
ing  of the French-Canadians, Mr. kraser
demanded to Xnow when those people
became  strangers  fin this  Province,
which was alone time a part of the French.-
Canadian Provinco of Quebee. They were
Canadians with as much right to assist in
moulding the nstitutions of the country as
the l~.nuhuh-s]{uuking people of the Dowminion,
Referring to Mr, Mervedith's motion particu-
larly he went into an able consti-
tutional argument against this  House
altempting by legislation to change the
Britisu Nort'. America Act under which Sep-
arate Schools weore gunaranteed or even to in-
terpret it in that rnf:u'd. He insisted that this
inicrpretation should be left to the courts, a
tribunal above politics and free from the dis-

turbing influences of poritical wartare. "The
amendment, and more articularly the
specch by whieh it had been supported,

was an attemptl to prejudice in advanee the in-
lerpretation of the case by the court. He
would not, as 2 Sepurate School supporter, re-
duce if he could by one iota the countrol exer-
cised by the Minister of Kducation over the

Separate  Schools for the reason that
It wouid involve a change in what he
regarded  ws  a  solemn  treaty which he
had no wish to sece broken. He made
It:]i;':ln uent ploa for recognition of the position

'Y Separa'e School supporters who reo-
gard the maintenance of these schools A nre-
ligrous and conscientious duty, and declared
that th Homan Catholics would be cowards if
harboring the sentimoents they did, they would

not seek by every honorable means
tain the Ao

gystem, He told Protest.-
ants all over  the country who \t::'tu
rending  their  elldren to other than

Public Schools, and warned My, Meredith that
Lol atiemnt were nuuie, whieh his m*gum._;m,
secinead 1o Javolve, to diclate to the parent to
Whal school the eniid should be sent, the love
of Brilish liberly, of civilised liberi)'. would

| at. end-
ance of children at school meant anything, it

ecp this question before the public, and to

roven iws loyalty to the Crown and

ive out a |

Unable to make out his |



