e declared that the association for whose !

benetit this bill was passed was nothing but a
combine. He was not Lo be satistied with any
representations that this was a mere edueation-
al bill, for there was, he contended, a combine
hehind it and this was merely the entering
cdge of the wedge, which would be driven
home in future amendments, This bul, he
said, would never have got thus far but for the
fact tha! vhe Attorney-General had said there
was something good in it. He had followed
that hon gentleman for many years and this
was the ftirst time he had ever Known
him to makea wrong step.  This brought forth
cries of **Order” and * Take caro " from the
Upposition, who seemed to enjoy this criticism
of the leader of the House by one of the
staunchest and best of his supporters. Pro-
ceeding, Mr., Bishop read a letter from an
undertaker in his constituency, declaring that
he had beon boyceottel by the associavion and
had been refused goods because he was not a
member of the associwtion.  Mr, Bishop ex-
pressed surprise at Mr. Tait, whom he called
“Toronto's Joscph,” the denouncer of combines
on the platform, favoring a combine of this
kind. He caustically said that in case a man
managed to get past the othier combines and
reach the end of his life with a hundred dol-
lars in his pocket, this was intended to make a
combine which would rob him of the money
after he was dcad. He suggested that
to make the thing cun:flutu they should
have o combine of grave-diggers and tonb-
stonc p.anters, Reaching this point in his
speech, ho looked as if he had much more to
say, bat the subject seemed too much ror his
power to express himself, and so he sat down,

Mr. T'ail, the promoter of the bill, rose
amidst ¢Fles of * Lost,” “*Withdraw,” but he
was calm and good-natured. He remarked
that Mr. Bishop got a speech ready for what
he believed the bill would be, and oven though
it was radically changed he had to get that
speech otfl, The House had
pleasure, and now, n) doubt, the hon. geutle-

man  would feel better. He went on to
tell how the bill had been recast in
a conference taken part in by the under-

takers who asked for legislation and those

who had opposed the original bill, as well as by |

representatives of labor associations, The
measure was now simply an educational one,
intended to give the undertakers a means of
improving themselyges in their business at their
OWn expense.

listened with |

No sooner had Mr. Tait spoken his last word |

than the cries}of ** Withdraw,” * Lost,” were
renewed. The critici-m of thoe bill was re-
newed, Mr. Cleland contending that the re-
griction resptTting apprentices was undesir-
wble, and Mr. Fraser that several clauses were
extraordinary and should not be passed with-
out considerable amendinent.  Mr. Meredith
admictted that certain changes might be made,
bt wantcd the bill to be gone on with., Mr.
Halfour moved “ That the committee do now
rize™ This is ono of the Parliumentary forms
of strangling an infant bill. Mr. Fraser did

not plead for the incasure, ut he
represented that the resolution if carriced
would have the eifect of preventing the com-

mittcee from continuing its sitting for the con-
sideration of other bilis. Mr. Balfour recon-
structed his resolution so as to get over
this difffculty. As put it would not neces-
sarily kill the bill, but it would make it almost
impossible at this stage of the session Lo go on
with it effectively.

The House grew merry and boisterous over
the measure, and there wans a vociferous call
for a vote. When Mr., Tait rose there was
manifestly a desire to shout him down, but he
stood Lis ground and declared that if the bill
was shelved it should be done by re-olution, so
that the House could take theresponsibility. Re-
ferring (o Mr., Bishop, he reminded that gentle-
man and the House that the farmers had a col-
lege maintained at the publie expense, and
contrasted this with the demand on the part ol
the farmers that the undertakers should not be
allowed Lo educate themselves at their own ex-
eNns=e.
. The vote was taken, resulting in the carrying
of Mr. Balfour's amendment, thus practically
shelving tho measure unless the session lasts
longer than any person now expocts.

The Medical Act.

Then cameo on the much-discussed Medical
Act ameadment bill. This measure 15 in charge
of Dr. Mcisay, who handled s caso this oven-
ing with @ability which does him intinite credi
The extraovdinary clauso making one charge
with an offence under this act a compellable
witness, the doctor contended, related '« nly to
cases of medical mon to be tried by the Judicial
Commiitee of the council, but when assared
by the best lawyers in the House that he was
mig.aken in thinking tha. it was thus restrict-
] he agreed (0 Lhe excision of the clause.

Thero was a considerable discussion over the

auso anthorising a fine for non-payment of
s 23, but Mr. Mekay defended it pertinacious-
| and with ability, couvincing the committee
al last that the eclause should stand. In the
course of the discussion De. Daek, in a tem-
perato but effective speech, \'ﬁ‘lt‘ud the senti-
ments ofa number of doclorsin hisown County
of Bruce that the profession goenerally were
not sufliciently consulted abont amendments
to the law sought by the moedical couneil, and
that the clause under dizcussion relating to
fecs should not pass. Dr, McMahon, on the

;u},lu:r hand, spoke ably in defence of the
clause,
Hon, Mr, Fraser moved, in order to test the

feoling of the committee, that clause eleven of

“the bill, which read as follows, be struck

| |

out :—

“I'ho said act is further amended by in-

 serting therein the following as scetion 40w @

| experts,
Cwis struck out.

(40a) There shall be
modical practitioner summoncd toa tend any

court—civil or criminal--for the purpose of
giving evidence in Lis professional capacity

or in consequence of profcssional services ren-
dered by him as a medical practitioner, for
oach day he so attends, in addition to his
teavelllug expenses, if any, the sum of four
dollars (1), to be taxed and paid In thenan-

nor by law provided with regard to the pay-

ment of witnessos attending such court,”

Doctors might without any inccnvenienco |
allend a courtfor the purposec of giving ovi-
dence, and the same mignt be said as regards |

lawyers, but the workingmen—carpenters,
bricklayers, laborers—were required Lo go long
distances frequently and to sacritice their day s
work in order to give evidence,

Dr. McKay (Oxford) explained that the com-
pensation proposcd was for purely professional
evidence and not for attendance as an ordinary
wilness,

In the course of the genoral discussion
which followed it was observed that by this
clause the doctor would just be four dollars a
day better off than any other witness who gave
evidence. Mr. Mceredith argued that these
profes=ional servidés” should be paid for, and
Mr. Awrey took the opposite line. Mr, Mc;
Cleary cautioned the House to be careful what

| th€y did in the way of class legislation, and

paid to every registered

as for the medical men they were “'a
parasitic fungus” and deserved no con-
sideration. (Laughter.) This brought up

Dr. Jacob Baxter, who regarded the remarks of |

the previous speaker as altogetner out of piace.
Mr. Frasor remarked at a later stage that the
time had come when they shouald put & stop to
this and when all witnesses should be placed
upon an equal footing, with the exception of
those who wero required to render services as
After some further dobate the clause

The bill then passed through
committee.

Hxpenses of Appeal,

Several other measurcs were passed rapidly
through committee, but when the House came
to an unpretentious liwtle bill of one c¢lause iu-
troduced by Mr. Awrey, entitled “An actto
reduce the expense of appeals in the Court of
Appeall” Mr. Awrey proposed to strike out
Ehﬂ only clause und substitute the following
orit :—

“*In no case where an appeal is brought to
the Courtof Appeal from a judgment of a
County Court, or the judgment, decision or
order of » County (Court judge, shall any party
be requiced to deliver to the appellate court
more than four copies of the appeal book, and
the appceal books shall not require to be print-
ed, but they may be made by type-writing,
and they shall be in words at length, the
pages Lo be numbered consecutively, and every
tenth line of each page shail be nuinbered in
the margin, and shall otherwise be, when type-
written, a8 nearly as may be in the form in
which copies of evidence are furnished by
shorthand writers for use in the High Court;
and _the *appellant, if costs be awarded to
him, shall, for making all the copies of appeal
books required to be delivered and served, be
entitled to a sum not exceeding at the rate of
81 for every eight folios of one appeal book.”

A discussion was led otf’ by Mr, Meredith,
who has evidently a grudge against thetype-
writers,  He declared that their work was
frﬂquuntlr not very legible and easily made
out and that it was cheaper to get the matter
printed. Mr. Awrey failed to sece where
the cheapness came in, and inquired
whether the stenograpliers did not as
a rule get their notes typewritten
and then send the type-written copy to the
printer, This was admitted to be the praclice
and there were many members who defended
the typewriters from the imputation that
their work was not legible. It was generally
p-onounced good ¢enough for all ordinary pur-
poses. The bill went through committee.

These bills were carried through committee
and roported :—

To encourage the breeding of trotting horses
—Mr. White,

Toamead the Pharmacy Act—Mr. Davis.

To amend the Debenture Registration Act--
Mr. Tait. :

To amend the Judicature Act—Mr, Meredith.

To amend the Agriculture and Arts Act—

Mr. Garrow.

To amend the act respecting companies for
electricity ?

steam and heating, or for supplying

for light, heat or power - Mr. Biggar,
Rospecting stationary engincers—Mr. Tait.,
Respecting trust companies—Mr. Meredith,

I'o provide for the establishment of Mining

Schools—Mr, Conmee.
Second Readings.

A bill introduced by Mr, Dack to amend the
act respecting joint stock companies forsupplyv- |
ing cities, towns and villages with gas and
water was read the second time. A bill submit-
ted by Mr, Meredith to amend th» act to regu-
late travelling on public highways and bridges

also recelved the second reading.
Bllls Withdrawn,

The following bills which stood on the order '
paper for the second reading were discharg-

ed :—

To amend the Public Schools Act-—Mr. Barr.
To amend the Municipal Act—Mr. Wood

(Brant).
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