 rive  at

attracted a great doal of attention. But per-
b the question is one in which the ordinary
citizen feals no speciad interest. At any rate
it has not for him the absorbing interest which
it has for the other classes to whom I have re-
forred. A good deal of opposition to the pro-
posed changes has been shown from the
quarters named, oppokition which is entitled to
be regarded with respect, 1t comes ifrom
sources deeply intevceted in the success of our
mining inrﬂmtl‘j'. in the direction the mining
laws (ake and in securing a market for lands
already parchased or for those still to be parted
with by the Crown. Many men make it their
entire business to carry on the early develop-
ment of mining properties, the tnrmq!.iunnf
joint stock companies, or what is ealled “‘syndi-
Cecating” and the tloating of the mine. Itisa
' business 1o which they become strongly at-
'tached ; there is a spice of adventuie, of
speculation, some guml:ljng.
and men become absorbed in 1t, They
' purchase to<day at 52 per acre from
the Crown, they iook tosel! to-morrow at or
1t may be 8200 per acre. The great bulk of
- ransactions, perhaps, leads to disappointiuent.
If we were to start out with the supposition

might eall it

Cthat every man who gots a lot of mining

mine we should ar-
a wrong conclusion, Explorors
tell ws that the chances of obtaining &
good mine are fow, and pechaps the oxperience

Innd obtains a rich

- of every country has shown that to be the faet.
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inno wise provent, tho proper sale or develops
ment, but in their sale and development wi‘

Wo have to deal to-day with two phases of the
silnation-first, the best mode of disposing of
our lands, and second, the best method of en-
couryring or compolling development of an
mines that may be found upon them. An
further, with a view to such & revenue for the

Provinee tor all time to come, or as
long as the mines last, a3 may be
consistent  with the doveiopment of

mining . andthe o voidance ﬂfp];u*ilu.:'urnhum'ru
burden upon those who are engaged in this in-
dunstry. The'e are the principles involved in
those bills to which 1 Luvn referred,
and which T =shall ask the House
to read together., 1t is aliogether likely that
the great portion of the mineral land will
directly or indirectly fall into the hands of
those who inhubit the new territory from
Hastings west, yet it i= thought that those
whoown the launds to-d.y, the people of the
i'rovince as a whole, should not let this vast
mineral wealth pas out of their pPoO=scasions
without having from it such a rovenuo as may
fuicly be taken. Auy measure which would
mpede the mining t'im'rlupun-.nt. would beto
that extent a misfortune, but it has been
thought by thoe Government that some
moderato measure may be adopted which will

i
secure something to the peoplo at large.

The Changoes Propoeed,

Now the changes that we propose to make
are about tivo or six in number (1) It is pro-
posed to increase the price of the minin
lands, I am speaking now of the bill to amen
the General Mining Aect, (2 It- is proposer,
by the amendment of the Public Lands Act
Lo reserve to the Crown the minerals in lands
sold for agricultural purposes, velling only the
right to the surtace. (3) It is proposed to
reserve to the Crown a royalty upon certain
of the minerals, () To comp=l 1he expen-
diture for inining purposes on lnnd purchased
trom the Crown for mining purposes. The rate
5 $5 per acre on claims of 160 acres, or $3
when the purchaso oxeceds that Quantity, tho
dovelopment to tuke place within ten yOars,
or, il not, the minerals to revert to the Crown.
(©) We dovised a new mode of parting wilth
the land by the adoption of the leasing prin.
ciple.  Under thissysiem tho Crown will re-
main the luadlord,  This principle has erhaps
galued in public favor to a v vy considerable
extent, and Lherefore we have provided that

Insteact of selling the lands LLey may be leased

- kind.
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fora p.:r_unl often years, with therightof renewnl
for another ton yoars at the same price «ml
E;!wrwuni renewed for periods of twonty years,
I'here aro advantages in this system which I
shall discuss later on.  All these changes were
in the direction of seeuring a revenue to the
Crown, of preventing the land passing too
I'itpit:“{ into the hunds of tho capitalists and
retain 1:1;: the fee ~simple in tho Crown, and of
compeliing or inducing by the torms of the
purchase such developiuent as may be thought
to be not inconsistent with the progress of
the mines, and not too heavy a burden upon

those who purchase or who commence de-
veloping.

Some Comparisons,

_ The laws of othor countries relating to min-
ing lands form an int eresting study.  They aro
of Infinite variety. In every country some po-
culiarity is to be found. It is not. a ditiienit
matier, therefore, to suggest an alternative to
any proposition that may be made. | shall
nolL be surprised to find hon. gentlemen
on either side advocate some othor COurse
than the ono adopted. But the changes pro-
posed are those which after cousidorable
study have commended themselves 1o the
Government as the best for L0 purpose we
havein view, having regard to the cuaracter
of our territory and the character of the mines
which are o bo developed.,  As to the reservae
tion of minerals, it is not a new system hereo,
Qur free grant law has a provision of this
‘ Inthe Dominion lLands Act gold and
siiver are reserved to the Crown unless NPo-
clally granted. In Now York gold and silver
aie reserved, and cortain poriions of other
mineris In Wiseonsin the minerals are ro-

- - — g i

sorved under what are called the certiticates
u?run.lg. and in Ncvada mining rights are ro.
served. in South Caroling, instead of resorve
ing the minerals, a royally is taken. In many
Kuropean countrics tht sawme prineiple is as-
HOrtoc either by a roymty or b
directly reserving tho minerals. The Uni
Statos  land law dealing with the lands
controlled by the Federal Government tokes a
different conrse and is much upon the lines of
our own prosent law, and in the case of an
actunl :i.ﬂ.?ﬂ gives the minerals with the lands.
Wo cannot well hope to escape the influence of
(he laws of a country of the magnitude of the
United States, for though not the earlicss
miners upon this continent, they haveo tho
catest mining production of any couniry in
the world. I presame their mining laws have
had muchtodowithmouldingourown, Iamnobt
unawaro that woshall probably be reminded,by
Lioxo who favor what may be called free min-
ing, of the character of the United States laws,
i supposo we shall be met with the arguments
used by the Liberals who sat on the other sido
of the House in 18058, that we ought to sell
everything, leaving the benelit to the
country to come in the development of
the mining industry. These argumoents have
beon  accopted for  Lwenly cars as
embodying the proper principles to be applied
Lo Lthe mining laws of our own country. butin
the leading European conntries, in the Aus-
Lradinn nuinnhin muid Nt.e;.v ?!iualund Llil‘}:*- princi-
lo 15 not whully adoptled, nmnany Kuropean
B‘.’il“ll-l’il':—i rovalty is charged. In sho United
States the very word * royalty” is obnoxious.,
Isut it is not in respect of nines only that they
have pursued this system. They have given
nway Laeir public lands, their pine timber;
Lhoy have practically given away the rw!m::ﬁ
coal minoes known to exist in the world, They
havo given away their gold and silver mines,
yielding to individuals woalth which the tablos
ot the past do not approximate, We may well
cen ider whether that is a system to bo fol
lwowed by o peopie having large mining ine.
terests «Lill In their infaney. Before going
further on this subjeet 1 may bo permittod to
21ve Lo the House Lhie names of some countries
Lhat imposenroyaliy. 1 havealready mentioned
that South Carolina has this system. That
Slate nposes a royalty uposn phosphates, the
only mineral she possesses in large quantity, of
$1 per ton, the value of the phosphatesat the
pitsmouth beingfrom $41o 0 per ton. it is pro-
vided that this tax shall not exceed 25 per
cent., but at present prices it is abont at that

rate. Prom that royalty sSouth Qaro-
hna  received $2o0,887. Last  year Nova
Scolia received as a . royally upon coal

and other minerals 130,000, and in licenses
SalBvo, orin all . revenue of about $171,000.
In 1257 the Dominion wbolished royalties on
Lhe ground that it was hard to collect them, -
and the system has been adopted of liconse fees
for smadl parcels of mining land, This plan
hivs been in operation teo short a time to enable
s Lo judge of its success. BDritish Columbia
formery imposed a royalty, bui the law has
heenn changed S0 as to impose a tax
of $1 per acre per annum  on  mining
wnds, Tho t'rovince also loases or licenses
smuall paveels upon the leads or veins at this
rivbe.  AF the =~uin of $200 por acre is expendod
in operating mines the tax is removed., In
Quebee, under the old iaw, there was a royalty
Ol 24 per cent, on Lhe gross value of guld‘ and
siver, and 1lve cenls per ton on phosphate,
Unucr the new daw it is 3 por cent. on tho
valdue of phosphate and 24 per cent. on gold and
silver, The mines that have been as success-
tul as any perbaps are those in the northern
part of Minncsota, Wisconsin and Michigan,
wiere magnetie iron ore is turned oud
in great quantites. This land has been sold
u::& Lthere 15 no royalty to the State. but I am
told, on what reems to me good authority, that
4 great portion of these mining lands are
worked upon a royalty of b0¢ per ton payable
to tho owner of the innd, and this on ore worth
about $2 50 at the pit's mouth, so that these
nines are working under a royalty of about
4) per cont. I am teold also that some of
these mines are worked upon a royalty
ar =b cents per ton, and somo are owned by
thosze who work them. [ am told that in On-
tario somo of the mining lands in the County
of Peterborough sold to Ameriean capitalists
by the Crown at 31 per acre aro being worked
undora royalty ol %0 conts a ton. 1'heso lands
yieid some of tho best iron ore that has been
discovered, und in very largequantities. in Ger-

S many thero is a royatty of 2 per cent., in France

of b porcent., in Helgiom 6 per cent. to the State
and o per cent, to the owner, InSweden and Nor-
wily Lhe owner of the soil 18 entitled to join in
the dovelopiment of the mine with a half inter-
est. In Austro-Hungary there is no royalty,
but o hewvy tax. in Portugal thore 1s a
royaity of 5 per cent. and 24 per cent. to the
owner of the reil.  In Now Zealand the land is
rented at 25 6d- =)y 00 cenls—per acro per an-
num, with n royaity of 2 to 4§ per cont,
on the value of tho «¢re at the pit's
mouth. If the royally exceeds the rent Lthe
rent ceases. In Victoria there is a rental of

one shiiling per acre per annum with a charge
on the net produce of the mine,

The Royalty in Ontario.

Our own experienee with a royalty began in
1862, 1 think, when a law was Dasse lmﬁﬁing
& royalty of 24 per cent. In 14363 HY
fomowhat larger percontage was im od
and the Uummir:lﬁiiunﬂri of Crown nd9
was given some discrotion in  imposi i
In 1863 Mr, Richards introduced his Eﬁ?lr:lngpmt:
ing aroyaity of, 1 think, from 3 to 10 per cent,



