THE LEGISLATURE.

Day Spent With the Mining Re-
gulations.

HON. MR, HARDY'S SPEECII.

Mr. Meredith Supports the Gov-
ernment’s Policy.

The Opposition Led by Mr, Conmee—The
Toronto Cill Referred Back-— Land
Improvement Fund,

ToroxNTo, April 23
To-day’s sitting was almost altogether de-
voted to the consideration of the bill of the
Commissioner of Crown Lands, setting forth
the regulations the Government have prepared
for dealing with the mining lands which re-
main in the possession of the Provinee. The ad-

dress of the hon. Commissioner in explanation

and support of the bi!l was one of the best
specches the Houso will hearduring thissession.
It was the first presentation of the Govern-
ment’s position. Tho opposition which has
arisen against the regulations has found fluent
voiee in deputations and through tho press,and
the defence of the hon. Commissioner will

therefore be read with interest throughout tho
Province. He received the general sunpport of
the leador of the Opposition. In antagonisin to
the bill and particularly to the royalty featuroe,

speeches were made by DMessrs, Con-
mee, Caidwell, A. F. Campbell, Ray-
side, Sol. White and . Smith, Tho

bill was read o second time with two kindred
measures, and all three were referred to the
cominittoe of the whole House,

The routine business consistod of Ltho presen-

tation ol four petitions, and then the order
paper was Laken ap.,

Third Readings.

: Tho following bilis were given third read
ngs i —
o amend the act to incorporate the kFort

Erie Forry Railway Company —Mr. Baxtor.

To enable the Synod of Huron to consolidate
and manage its trust funds — Mr. Meredith.

To incorporate the T'ort Arthure
William Railway Company--Mv. Tait.

The Attorney-General made the following
motion, which was adopted :—
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“Phat this Tlouse will to-morrow resolve |

itaelf into a committee to eonsider the follow. |

ing resolution— That an annuanl salary of three

thousand dollars (83,000) be granted to a refereo

for the ]Illi";’hiﬂ of the drainage laws, whicl
sum shall paid monthly, and shall be over
and above bis travelling experson,”

Hon. J. M. Gibson moved that the Citv of
Toronto's bill bo rveferred baek to the Privato
Bills Committeo for tho further eonsideration
of sections 7, 8, 13and lo, There had been
representations made with regard to the
clause: of the bill veferring to the l'onimprove:
ments and Ashbridge'’s Bay whichlcould be het-
tee considered in committeo. With reference
Lo the clauses dealing with the government ol
the city he bhad not changed his mind, but
there was g desirs in the minds of membeors of
the Private Bills Commitieo to roconsider
section 16, Iloe was of the opinion that there
were suflicient grounds for referring the bill
back again, and he hoped the motion would

(S8,

g Mr. E. . Clarke opposed the motion. It was
the first timme during the session that the Houso
has heard the smocothly-flowing periods, He
directed his opposition to allowing the com-
mittee to reconsider segtion 16, which refers to
the Government of t".tn city, and moved an
amendiment that that clause be struck out ol
the motion of the hon, Provincial Hecretarvy.

Hon. Mr. i'raser expressed tho hope that Mr.
Clarke would not press his amendment. It
would save the titae of the Houso if Lhe gques-
tion of section 1o were allowed to go Lack and
be talked out in commiltee,

Mr, Wood (Hastings) and Mr,
turn spoke against the refevence of section 10,

The Attorney-General said bhe could sec
nothing objectionable in the motion. 1t was
not ignoring tho committee, becaun e this was
the only time a measure had been sent. back,
and it was reasonable that thero might be in-
stances in which tho comimittee, thinking thoy
had arrived at a conclusion hastily, wished to
reconsiderit. lle could soe no objection totho
motion carrying.

The Houso was divided on the amendmont
with the result that 3 members voted for it
and 4% agn mst it The main motion was earvied
on the samoe division, Messes, Gibson (Huron),
Hullour and Biggar voted with the minority
imtilt Mr., Campbell (Durham) with the ma.
jority.
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Y eas.—Balfour, barr, Biggar, Bush, Camp-
bell (Algoma), Clancy, Clarke, 12, F. (Torontos,
Clarke, . lu. (Toronto), Kell, Gibson, (Huion),
Glendinning, Godu'i& Hammell, Iiscott,
Kerns, MeUleary, McCUoll, Magwood, MMarter,
Meacham, Meredith Metealfe, Miscampbeli,
Monk, Preston, Reid, Rorke, Smith (I'ront-
enac), Tooley, White, Whitney, Wiiloughby,
Wood (Hastings), Wylie—30.

Nays.—Allan leru{, Bishop, DBlezard,
Bronson, {.‘nmp'bnll (Durnam), Carpenter, Chis-
hoim, Clarke (Wellington), Cleiand, Conmee,
Dack, Davis, Dowling, Dryden, Kvanturel, ¥er-
f"llﬂﬂn, ield, Fraser, Garrow, Gibson (Llam-
'ltnn} Gllmour, Guthrie, Harcourt, Mardy,
Lockhart, Loughrin, McKay (Oxford), McKay
Victoria), McKechnie, MecKeuzio, I, Me-

Iahon, Mack, Mackenzie, (., Moore, Mowat,
P’aton, l‘nrtnr. Raysido, ltubillu.rdt Itoss, Sharvpe,
Snider, Sprague, Stratton, T'ait, Waters,
Woad (Brant)-—-48,

The Hou=o went into committec on Hon. Mr.
Ro=3" bill to amend the act respecting dentistry
and roported it unamended,

Land Improvemont Fund.

Hon. Mr. Harcourt moved the House into
commitice on the following resolution :—

(1) There shall be paid out of the consoli-
dated revenue fund of this Provinee to the
townships and other municipalities entitlod
thereto the sum of $55,7M 92, being the propor-
tion which may be chargeable lo the PProvince
of Ontario in respect of the sum ol $101,771 63,
c¢laimed to he payable to the Upper Canada im-

movemoent fund on sales of Crown lands made

llj.' the late Province of Canada botwe n the
14th day of June, 1353, and 6th day of March,
1661, and money received thereon by the Pro
vince of Canada between che =aid 6th day ol
March, 1861, and the 1st day of July, 1867,

(2) The said moneys shall be paid under the
direction of the lacutenant-Governor in Coun
cil to thoe treasurers of the various townships
and municipalities appearving to be entitled
thercto undeor thestatutes and orders in Coun-
cil of the said Province of Canada in that be-
half ; and cach township or ether municipality
shall be paid that portion of the suid amount
which was obtained from the lands sold as
aforesaid, within the municipality, and such
portion shail be ascevtained and deterimined by
uilihhurit_v of tho Licutenant-Governor in Coun
cil.

(2) Inense of there having been any change

~in the boundarics of any township or olhel

municipality, or in the case of an incorporated
village or town having been forimed, or its i
its extended, within a township, or partly with-
in each of twoor more townshitps, the Councils

interested may agree as o thetr respoctive pro-

portions of the monoy to which eacii puinier.

Z pality is entitled ; or may refer Lhe question to

arbilration ; or in casc they fail to agree or to
arbitrate, the proportion of each shall bo ascer
tained and detormined by authority of the
Licutenant-Governor in Council.

(1 All moneys paid nnder the foregoing re-
golution= may be applicd by Jhe Counell re-
ceiving tho same for the uso and benctit of the
municipality ilnany way the Council sees fit,

The hion, Treasuver briefly traed the history
of tho fund, how It was originated by the
Lands Actin 1353 and discontinued in 1861,
The sums with which the Ilouse was asked to
deal were from sales between those ycears,
The number of countics interested was 259, and
in thoso counties there were 210 townships in-
torested. The delay had uot beoen due to the
Provincee of Ontario nor to the Dominion, but
had been eaused by the ditferences between
the I'rovinees of Ontario and Quebec.

Mr. Mieredith and Mr., Gihson (Huron) ad-
dressod the House brieflly, and the molion

paesed. Thoe  resolution  was subsequently
adopted by the House.
The Mining Bills.

Mr. Hardy rose amidst applainse to deliver
the speech upon the mining bilis which has
been looked forward to with so0 much interest.
The Commissioncer seemod somewhat hoarse
al tirst, but by :-.urﬂful!,y husbanding his voice
in the carlier part of his address he was able
to speak strongly during the whole time—al-
most an hour and o half—-he occupied. In that
time Lhie covered completely and even in somne
detail in places all the poinls at issne., lie
had evidently arranged the matter with some
care, and though necossarily the specch was
was one in which clearness and not fine orn-
torical eflect was the st consideration, it
wis one of the best Mre. Hordy bas doelivered.
He bogan by expiaining that he would a=k to
have the bill to amend the Genorval Mining
Act and that to winend the PP'oblic Lands Act
taken together, as Lthey involved to some ex-
tont the same guestions, e proposed Lo deal
with the question from a practical standpoint,
filrst as to the sale of lands, and second as Lo
he development of tho mining manstry. ile
continued 1 shall not, enter upon a general
disquisition upon the extent of gur mining in-
terests nor upon the principios of mining as
they aflfect our laws. Wherever there are
people who have invested ecapital in mining
enterprises, or where the pornlation is com:
posed to any conziderable cxtent of explorers
or of those who develop the mines with a view
to putiing them on the market, there has been

reat interest concerning these bills, In Rat

‘ortage, Port Arthur, Sault Ste, Marie and Sud-
bury more than o passing intere-t has been
taken in these measures, and in Toronte,
the ecentre of capital, where a great
many men own mining lands, the subject has




