Haldimand’'s Representative.

Dr. Baxter made an effective speech in roply
to what had been urged from the Opposition
benches. The incwmber for North Hastings had

lidled to give the louse
any justreason why the
system he
should be adopted. It
Was & very casy matter
for almo2t anybody to
find fault. It seemedal-
o=t s though he had
had a legal training, =0

advocated |

profdic was he in fault-
iinding. While there
might be some objec-

tions to payment hjr foes, |
graver |

there were still

objoctions to paymont

by salaries. It hal been  usserted that
Lhe present system was old and worn out. but
ir. Baxter showed how amendments had been
mide in 1t as they wero required in order
bring it up to tho needs of the day. When the
late Sandfield Macdonald was in powor the in-
coines derived were
cases: but when that eminent stalesman,
Hon. Bdward Hianke., was lcading the Govern.
ment in 1872 he passed an act in which it was
providad vha In cases where fas eXeeedmd
82,000 a ceriain percentage should goto the
countie<; where they were over e 500 aria
under £3,000 the registrar was entitled Lo 30 per
eent. of Lthe amount received = w e ro [111'\,' W re
over £4 500 Lo B0 pelr centl.y where 1];_1_“.- W
over 0,000 to 75 per cent.,, and where I‘Iu:}' wore
over $~, WJU to €U per cent, and so on. In this
Idatter there had hecn ample progress and
wrin, and Jusiice had been doae, A A mmatler
of fact the fees in the majority of cases did not
amount lo large sums and they were falling
off. He advocated the eXxtension of the pre-
scnl sy<icem on the principle that a Ian
ought to be pald according to the
he did.
Heform papers which advocated
but he had not quoted any on the
Mr. Meredithy

the change,
other side,

Dr. Baxter -1 don't know that

Il can, but a

]nrgp nu bhor never l“--'ll,-«*-l'l:l. the f]"l!‘.‘.li”l't at

all. (Applause.) Therve had been no sullicient
reason advanced why a change should L
made,

Mr. Sol White followed and made n Kreat |

many curious statements which ereated much
laughter on the Ministerial benches. The rea-
SONs giveu by the Attorney-tieneral for the con-
tinuation of the present systewn were not good,
‘I'he ofticers if paid by salary, he argued, would
not. be less attentive to their duties,

Mr. Charles Mackenzie contended that there
was no sincere desire for change advanced by
hon. gentlemen oppos=ite. Their whole object

was o give the present
Government troubl e,
There were very few
ofiicials indeed in the
Province whose fees
amounted to L3000 a
Year. The Attorney-
Genecral had taken avery
fair position in this mat-
ter. It was a credit Lo
the Reformn party that
Lhey were not bound by
sirong party
from doing whit
rizht upon this as upon any other question.

Mr. A. . Campbell accused the oflicials
holding the positions in question of stumping
tor the Govirament in ~ome instances, and ¢x-
pressed & benc! that a change would be satis-
factory to tho v nle

Mr, Awreyd'd not allow the assertions of
the provious speaker to go unchallenged. It
Was a crime, said he, accordinz to the hon.
gentleman, for w man believing in a good Gov-
ernment and in the principles of the Liberal
}: Wiy attempting to discuss these questions.

jut whit about tho High Commissioner of the
Dominion brought from London Lo stump tho
couniry and to suir up party strife, and
to injure the interests of one of
greal railway corporations here? What
about JMr. Cowan, the postmaster of

fialt, stumping the count~y up and down for
the Tory Government? Mr. A wrey quoted
frem the Postmaster-(Giencral’s report
paic Lo the postmasters of the Dominion—ssal-
aries varying from $2.500 to 84,000 or more.
These men had all served their party before
theyggol their positions. The
Province were men in every casoe well qualified
for their positiens, and they wero not in the
majority of cascs gelting too large salaries. Ho
aslied the House to remember when they guoted
fromn the newspapers that there were 150 or U0

Wil

Liberal journals in the Province and he doubted |
suggested that
be dealt with by the Goy-

if more'than six of them had
this gnessian should

v |

OXCessIVe in one or Lwo |

- !

| work .
Che hon., gent eman had quoted some |

| Can the I_lun- gentleman show |
any thai contained anything on the other side ? |

feclings |

the ﬂ

Lhe fees |

oiicials of the |

|

: ul Mr,

 ties it was his duty to have

ernment, or that any change should be intro-
duced,

Mr. Godwin felt it incumbent upon him to as-
sert his richts ¢ a farmer, d claring that he
was seni tothe House large'y because the peo-
ple of Kigin were convinced of the necessiLy
of a change in the payment of the oflicials.

Mr. Bishop showed how in the pa-t when
attempts had been made to improve the
system Lhose attempts had been defeated by

the Tory party with Mr,
Meredith, the dux of the
flrst row of the Oppos)
tion, st their head, and |
Mr. Monk, the whipper
—(laughter)-dnx of the
seond row, and Mr.
Tooley, the head of the
third row —(great laugh-
ter). Surely these were
sufficient to commit the
whole Opposition. He
believed that in some |
" cases the fces were a
little too large, bul that |
would be remedied by |
the legislation promised by the hon. the Attor-
neyv-Greneral.  We wounld like the gentle-
m.en opposite to be a little more con=istent.
Mre. Miscampbell argued in favor of payment

| by salary and further, that the salaries should

be smaller than those of bank clerks or

| cashiers of banks and others who were liable

Lo dismissal at any time, inasmuch as the
registrars and sheriils held permanent posi-
Lions,

Mr. Davis had an amendment to move to the
imuvtion, but before submitting this he eriti-
cised at  some length the arguments
Wood, and declared that no
caange of such a faroreaching characier
should be undertaken without careful consid-
eration. Thoe resolution was very unsatisfac-
tory in the matter of final clause, which
stated that the change should only beintro
dueed where it could be “satistactorily ap
plicd,”  That was very vague. Then the
hon., gentleman had spoken of grave
irregularities thac had comoe to his know-
ledge. If he knew of such irregularvi-
brought them
1o the Knowledae of the Government!. He
denied the assertion that the people would en-
dorse the proposced change, and also the state-
ment Lhat 1t would result in a inancial gain to
the Provinece, In his opinion it would be a
tinancial loss. There would be a decdel ine-
crease of expenditure in connection with the
officos as a whole, and the work might nol be
as elficiently done as it was now. Complaint
had boen made by hon. gentlemen that the
Guvernment were Loo slow Lo opt reforms,
tie believed that the history of the Government
would not bear out Lhis statement. Reform,
improvement, advancement bad been all along
the hino characteristic of the Government. He
proposed the following amendmont :

That all words of the original motion after |
the lrst word “that” be omitted and the fol-
lowing inserted in lieu thereo! : Iti1s the
opinton of thiz House

(1) That remunerating sheriffs, registrars of
deeds, clerks of the peace and county attor
ney s fees is in the public interest preferable Lo
a svstem of payment by salary. ‘

(2) That placing these oflicers on salaries
would result in a general increa=e of expenses |
and cost of carrying on the necessary business
of these oftices.

(J) That it is very

1

robable that the salaries
to be paid to such ofiicers and their necessary
w4sistants would considerably exceed the total
o! fvesreceived, and by reason thercof the Pro-

vince would, in most if not all cases, be bur-
acned with an increase of expenditure.

() That as to registrars, the result of
such a caange, if made, would in some in-
stances wipe out and in others groatly reduce
Lhe amounts which under the present system
Are payable to counties out of the fees received
in Lthe registry oflices,

(0) That as to =herifls, the payment of salary
conld not well bo adopted, and, if adopted, tho
work of thesoe oflices generally would be apt to
bo less diligently pecformed, and thereby the
interests not alone of the genoral pubiic but
of sultors, litigants and judgment creditors
and others would suffer and be greatly pre-

judiced.

(6) That having regard to the public interest
and of persons haviog to transact business
in or through the oftices of clerks
of the peace and county atiorneys the resul
wouid probably be the same as in respe t of
business Lo be transacted in sheriffs’ otlices in
a somewhat less degree,

(7) That, hwing heard the assurance given |
that the Autorney-Gemeral purposes beforo
next session Lo make special inquiry as to the
remuncration at present actually recived by
such oflicors respectively and as to such other
miatters as would enable the Government to
fairly and fully consider in what degree and in
respect to what oflicers, if any, the said remun-
eration might be reduced, further consider-
ation be deferred.




