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i igh edu-
ed on the recommendation of a high ed
cational anthority ; that they had complied

with all the conditions of the *dupar'tf‘tiw:fh
and that they were seli’-ﬂﬂpt{ortlug. ‘ IH;U
were some parents in the City of Tor uuI 0
who would not send their children to the
Public Scheol, and for those children t}m
preparatory classed were a great ml\'an-tnl-b:ﬂi
Apart from other considerations, he ar g.l;.lt.
that the mere change from the Public
School to the preparatory school gt-unul_ntni
a boy to greater diligence who wight in u-l.
Publie School class make no advance at all
He was strongly opposed to the abelition of
this branch of the educational system.

Hon. Mr. Harcourt declared the prepara-
tory classes to be an anomaly and an incon-
gruous portion of our educational system.
They had been reported against by the in-
spectors, and were of no real service to the
community. Experience had been every-
where against them. They were a refuge
for a certain nmnber of pupils who failed 1o
pass the High School examination, and
whose parents did not desire that they
shiould return to the Public School. It
was imperative that the pupil should not
only pass his examination, but should puss
it well before he becane a full-fledged stu-
dent at the Hi;_';h Schools, _

Mr. Meredith seized the opportunity to
rema:k that the hon, gentleman appeared

to concentrate all the power in the I‘Itlluuu.-
Cave

tion  Department, and not to _
anything to the educational authori-
ttes. it had been contended that
these classes were an anomaly, but |

so was Upper
was felt in this Jlouse when the matter
came up tor discussion that that institu-
tion was fullilling an important part in the
educational system of the country. This
was the first iime he had heard the state-
ment that an inspector had reported against
the efiicieney of the preparatory school. 1f
the inspector had so reported it was the
duty of the department to have it put in
writing. The hon, gentleman had no right
to act upon the advice of a subordinate and
put an end to this institution in Toronto.
He asked pathetically whether it was fair
to the gentlemen who had been employed in
these schools, to the pupils who had
gome there, to put an end to
this svsteu, The children were sent
to these schools entirely at the cost of the
people themselves, He saw no reason why
the House should interfere with them.
After a few remurks from the Hon. Mr.

Gibson, who explaived how in Hamilton the
system had to be abolished, Hon. M;.
Ross replied to the debate. He remarked
that although Dr. Young four or five years
ago, or Dr. Iyerson twenty years ago, may
have believed these classes to be necessary,
the condition of things was different now.
What might have been useful then might
be entircly out of place now. He did not
believe that the City of Toronto was so con-
stituted socially as that any considerable
nwinber of people would objeey to sending
their children to the Public Sehools, and he
Saw no reason why special and exclusive
priviieges should be granted to any class.
As to the remarks of the member for Lon-
don with reference to Upper Canada Col.
lege, there might be. and no doubt were
substantial reasons for the maintcnance of

Canada College, yet it |

| Stratton.
The committee rose at 6 o'clock, asking

Cof  $3,000
- swer to Mur.
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The admission was frankly made by Mr.
Wood (Hastings) that to make a preparatory
school in his own town would weaken the

| Publie School and would destroy the demo-

cratic spirit of the system. He did not pre-
tend to speak concerning the special circum-

tances of Toronto, _
; In reply to Mr. White, Mr. Ross said the

pupils 1 this school paid for their own edu-
cation, and Mr. White proceeded to argue
that there was no reason for the abolition
of the schools. In amendment to the sub-
section abolishing preparatory schools, Mr,
Clarke moved that this should not apply to
any existing school or class. This caused a re-
newal of the discussion, and Dr., McMahon
put closer questions to the Minister us to
the cost to the Province of the Kjrep&u‘ﬂ.tm‘y
schoo! in Toronto, and was told that the

school was inspected at public expense, and

the building, maintained by public taxes,
which it oceupied was also inspected at the
public expense,  There was a good deal of
conversational discussion,ending in the put-
ting of the amendment, whick was declared
lost.

Under the bill it is provided that county
pupils attendiag a High School in a city or
town may be charged fees sufficient to pay
cost of instruction. At Mr. Meredith's
suggestion the Minister agreed to make pro-
vision that the fees charged might covoer
not only the pupil’s proportion of curreut
expenses, but aiso enough to cover a pro-
portion of the interest on capital expendi-
ture as well,

Theve was some discussion of the pro-
posal to bar municipal councillors from be-
coming members of Doards of Education,
Mr. Meredith and others uhjnuuug to it.
The Minister defended the principle, being
ably seconded and supported by Mr.
The elause was carried,
leave to sit again. The House then took
reCoess,

The Estimates,

In the evening the House took up the
estimates in Committee of Supply. The
early part of the sitting was taken up with
the consideration of the salarvies of otlicers
in the several departments and those en-
gaged in  connection with the administra.
tion of justice. In connection with the
latter Mr. Meredith urged that means
should be found to reduce the cost to
suitors  of the expcense of getting
copies of the evidence as taken down
by the stenographers. He did pot
say that the reporters were paid too much
—he did not judge of that.  But certain it
was that payving for this evidence was often
& grievous burden upon suitors.  Mr.
Mowat in replying said he would be glad to
hear of a plan which would accomplish the
object sought. The stenographers were
vot paid more than they were fairly entitled
to, and he couid see no way to reduce the
COst Lo sultors save by having the Province
bear a part of the expense now borne by
suitors. It might be advisable to consider

' this plan.

In the course of the consideration of the

- edncational estimates there was a very in-
- teresting discussion on kKindergarten schools

arising out of the new itemn of

& grant
for

*tlmuﬂ schools, In an.
Gibson of Huron, Mr, Ross

gave a brief bat comprehensive statement of |

" who attended the kindergartens, so far as

tion of the children, not only mentally but
morally. Mr. Ross said that the children

he koew, were of the same class as those
who atfended the Public Schools. The
pupils who had attended the kindergartens
made more rapid progress on their
entrance into the Public .Schm}l. Ol::f
of the strongest arguments 1n favor
the kindergartens was the good they had
already done.

The discussion of various matters relating
to education was contioued until all the
estimates under that head were passed.
The Opposition criticised freely but not
unfairly, while the Minister was always
ready with information to explain the item
under discussion, showing a m?rvalloul
knowledge and detail of the affairs under
his charge.

The House adjourned at 10 o'clock.

The City of Toronto Bill. :

The meetigg of the Private Bills Commit-
tee this morning was very largely attended
and several important bills were discussed.
Of these the most important was that relat-
ing to the City of Toronto, The greater
part of this measure, including the Mac-
dougall civie reform scheme, was laid over
for further consideration and will come up
on Tuesday morning next in the same com-
mittee, 'sllu clauses relating to the Don
agreement formed the principal topic
of debate. Mr. J. D. Edgar, representing
the Belt Line Railway, objected to the con-
firmation of the agreement with the Can-
adian Pacific at this time for the reason that
the agreement of the city with the Delt
lLine had not been signed. The Grand
Trunk Railway had leased the Belt Line for
4 years, and the new line, when completed,

would need te make use of the Don
improvements. To ratify the agreement
with the C. P. R. at this time might

prejudice the position of the Belt Line and
of the Grand Trunk. The bill gives author-
ity to make an agreement with the Belt
Line, but, as Mr. Edgar stated, this agree-
ment has not yet been made, City Solici-
tor Biggar objected to postponement, con-
tending that by the agreement with the
Canadian  Pacific the city had gained
some concessions which were important,and
desired to have it ratified independently of
any other contemplated agreement. The
mayor also spoke in opposition to Mr.
Edgar. After some discussion both changes
were laid over pending the discussion of
the Belt Line agreement by the City Coun-
cil. The clause was passed allowing the
expenditure for general waterworks pur-
poses of about 8100,000 surp'us over wectual
expenditure of the amount voted by the
citizens in April, 1889, for specific works,
On the Macdougall reform scheme,
while the reduction of wards elicited
no opposition there was strong criticism of
the proposed hoard of control. Ex-Ald.
Fleming and Ald. Phillips were present to
obpose the clauses. Mr. G. B. Smith and
Mr, Tait spoke in opposition to the scheme,
directing their criticism mainly to the pro-
posed board of control.

Bracebridge and Trading Lake.

A description of the interesting and im-
portant project covered by the petition of
the Bracebridge & Trading Lake Railway |
Co. has already been published. Last even.

bri . ing a large and intluential deputation wait-

Upper Canada College, but there were e vhe principles underlying the kindurgm-wn ed upon the Government to urge the claims
good and substantial reasons for maintain. || 5YStem and of the udvnnt,agua presented | of this road upon their consideration,
ing these olasses. 'hy 1t l_lu also gave g general | Among the gentlemen present were Jas.
b’ll’. H. E. Ulﬂrkﬂ—Nﬂr for their aboli- | outline _ ot tl:lﬂ ll{.'\’ﬁlupm{,‘llt: of the Sh“rpﬂf )‘Llll "y G. F. L[ﬂ-l'tﬂ[’, M-PPH Jﬂﬂ*
S | System in Ontario, and pointed out how, | Glendining, M.PP., John Feii, M.PP.,
Mr. Ross submitted that they were a *'undur_ the law, any school board might | Dr.Wylie, M. ¥ W. K.
relic of the past, and the period of their || ©t*blish a kindergarten, My, Stratton | mell, M. PP., E. J. Davis, M.PP.,

 spoke of the kindergarten established in
Peterboro’, and said that the school was
now one of the most popular branches of the
- Public School system of that town. Mr
Meredith wanted to know generally what
class of pupils attended the kindergartens
Suggesting that anything which made in.-
roads upon the home life of the children
more than the present system did was to he
regarded with careful serutiny., QOne of
the disadvantages of the Public School
i system was the home lifo of the children
Was much transferred to je State, the

fecling growing amon rents
| State should do everyt ingpsfzr th:h:téutif I

usefulness was over. Replying to the
statement that the individuality of
the pupils was iuterfered with by the
system, he pointed out that this was neces-
sarily the result of any system.  The only
way o avoid interference with individuality
was to have separate tutors for each child,
but this was an utter impossibility of
course.  Kven under the system, if it were
properly carried out individuality would
assert ‘tself, and the best scholars would
| come to the top.

A. P. Cockburn, manager Muskoka Naviga-
tion Co.; H. P. Dwight, er Great
Northwestern Telegiaph Co.; from Brace-
bridge, 8. H. Armstrong, ex-mayor; W, W,
Kinsey, mayor ; Alfred Hunt, reeve; J udge
Mahatty, R. Robinson, James Dollar, Thos.
Myers, R. P. Perry, James Boyer, Peter M.
Shannon ; from cLean, H. McQuarrie,
reeve : from Macauley, Geo, Yearly ; from
Toronto, D. W, Alexander, Walter Beard-
more, J. F. Eby, Thos. Milburn ; from
Penctanguishene, . Spohn, M. P,; from
Orillia, J. Secord, J. Adams, Long

ford Lumber Co.; A. A. Mahafly, hsr:
rister.,




